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To the CHIEF of 


SINN k R 8, 


A Faithful e of the LITE 
and DEATH of 


FOAM BUNTAN. 


A Brief Relation 2 4 exceeding * | 
of GOD in Chriſt to him | 


'NAMELY, 


In his taking him out of the Dunghill 
and Converting of him to the * of his 
Bleſſed Son JESUS CHRIST, 

| Here is alſo particularly ſhewed,.. 


What Sight of, and what Trouble be had for. 
Sin; and alſo, what various *Temptations he 
© hath met with; and how GOD. hath carried 
him through them. 


| Correfted and much Enlarged by the * for the Benefit 4 
of the 'Tempted and De jected Chriſtian. 


The Twelfth Edition, with his Character. 


Come and hear all ye that fear God, and I will declare | ; 
' _ _ awhat he bath done for my Soul, Pl. 06. 16. | 
1 2 LONDON. Printed for V. Fohnffon, at the NY 
"Fm 2 Ball in St, Paul's Church-yard, 1749. 
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fl 9 Or, Brief account of the publiſhing this 

Milt. work, written by the author thereof, 
and dedicated to thoſe whom God hath 
counted him worthy to beget to faith, 


by his miniſtry in the word. 


"NH — Hildren, grace be with you. Amen. 
BC oy  veing taken from you in preſence, 
ard ſo tied up that I cannot per- 
form that duty, that from Ged 
doth lie upon me to you ward, for your farther 
 edifying and building up in faith and holineſs , 
&c. yet that you may ſee my ſoul hath father- 
ly care and defire aſter your ſpiritual and 
everlaſting welfare, I now” once again, as 
before, from the top of Shenir and Hermon, 
ſo now from the lyons dens, and from the 
mountains of the leopards, (Song. 4. 8.) do 
look yet after you all, greatly longing to ſee 
your ſafe arrival into the defired haven. 
I thank God upon every remembrance of 
vo; and rejoice, even while TI ſtick between 
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The PREFACE. 


* tbe _ of the lyons in-the . that. 
" the grace, and mercy, and knowledge. of 


Chriſt our ſaviour, which God bath beſtow- 


ed upou you, with - abundance 0 I faith and 
love : your hungrings 1 thirſtings after 
| farther acquaintance with the father, in the 
- ſen; your tenderneſs of heart, your trem- 
bling at fin, your ſober and holy deportment , 
alſo, before both God and men, is a great 
refreſhment to me; for you are my glory 
and joy, 1 Theſſ. 2, 20. 

I have ſent you here incloſed, a drop 
- of that honey that I have taken out of 4 


carcaſs of a hyon, Judg. 14. 5, 6, 7, 8. 


T have eaten thereof myſelf, and am much - 
refreſhed thereby. (Temptations, when we 
meet them at firſt, are as the hon that 
roared upon Sampſon ; but if we overcome 
them, the next time we ſee them, we Ball 
find a neſt of honey within them.) The Phi- 
liſtines underſtood me not. It is ſomething a 
relation of the work of God upon my. ſoul, 
even from the very firſt, till now, wherein 
you may perceive my caſtings down, and ri- 
Aings up; for be woundeth, and his hands 


make whole, I is written in the ſcripture, - 


Ifa. 38. 19. The father to the children ſhall | 
make known the truth of Gad. Yea, it was 
* this reaſon T lay fo 0 at Sinai, Lev. 4. 
10, 
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The PRE FACE. 
10, 11. to ſee the fire and the cloud, aud 
the derkneſs that I might fear the Lord all 
the days of my life upon earth, and tell of 
his wondrous works to my children, F.. 78. 


Moſes, Numb. 33. 1, 2. writ of the jours * 


neyings of the children of Iſrael, from Egypt 


to the land of Canaan ; and commanded alſa, 
that they did remember their forty years tra- 
vel in the wilderneſs. Thou ſhalt remember 
all the ways which the Lord thy God leads 
thee thefe forty years in the wilderneſs, to 
humble thee, and to prove thee and to know 
what is thine heart, whether thau wouldeſt 
keep his commandments, or no. Deut. 8. 
2, 3. Wherefore this I have endeavoured 
to do ;, aud not only ſo, but to publiſh it alſe ; 
that if God will, others may be put in re- 


membrance of what he bath done for their 


fouls, by reading his work upon me. 
It is profitable for chriſtians to.be often call 
ling to mind the very beginnings of grace with- 


their ſouls, It is a night to be much obſerved 


to the Lord, for bringing them out from the 
land of Egypt. This is that night of the Lord 
to be obſerv'd of all the children of Iſrael, in 
their generation, Exod, 1 2. 42. My God, | 
ſaith David, P/. 42.6. my ſoul is caſt down 


within me; but Iwill remember thee from 


8 the 


above my fins and Satan's temptations too. 1 


| Thee PREFACE. 
the land of Jordon, and of the Hermonites, 
from the hill Mizar. He remembered alſo the 
Hon and the bear; when he went to fight with 
the gyant of Gath, 1 Sam. 17. 36, 37. 

It was Paul's accuſtomed manner, Acts 22. 


And that when tried for his life, Acts 24. even | 
to open before his judges the manner of his con- 


wverfion : he would think of that day, and that 
Hour, in which he firſt did meet with grace; 
for he found it ſupported him. When God had 
brought the children of Iſrael out of the red- ſea 
far into thewilderneſs, yet they muſt turn quite 


| © ebout thither again ! to remember the drown- 


ing of their enemies there, Numb. 14. 25. for 
150 they ſang bis praiſe before, yet they ſoon 
Forgot bis works, Pſalm 116. 11, 12. 

In this diſcourſe of mine you may ſee much; 
much, I ſay, of the grace of God towards me: 
I thank God, I can count it much, for it was 


can remember my fears and doubts, and ſad 
months, with comfort ; they are as the head 
of Goliah in my hand : there was nothing to 
David lixe Goliah's ſword, even that ſword 
that ſhould have been ſpeath'd in his bowels ; 
far the very fight and remembrance of that 


Aid preach forth God's deliverance 10 him. 


Ob, the remembrance of my great ſins, great 


temptations, and my great fear of periſhing 
| PE ns 


a 
© 
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The PREFACE.- 


for ever, they bring afreſh into my mind, the 


remembrance of my great help my great ſup- 
ports from heaven, and the great grace that 


God extended to ſuch a wretch as J. 


My dear children, call to mind the for- 


mer days, and years of ancient times: re- 


member alſo your ſongs in the night, and 
commune with your own heart, Pſalm 73. 
5 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 1; 
diligently, and leave no corner therein un- 
ſearch*d for that treaſure hid, even the trea- 
ſure of your firſt and ſecond experience of 
the grace of God towards you. Remem- 
ber, I ſay, the word that firft laid hold 
upon you: remember your terrors of con- 
ference, and fear of death and bell: re- 
member alſo your tears and. prayers to 
God; yea, bow you fighed under every 
hedge of mercy. Have you never an hill 


Mizar to remember? have yon forgot the 


cloſe, the milk-houſe, the ſtable, the barn, 
and the like, where God did viſit your: ſouls ? 
remember alſo the word, the word I ſay, 
upon which. the Lord hath cauſed you to 
hope : if you have ſinned againſs hight, if 


you are tempted to blaſpheme, if you are 
drowned in defpair, if you think God fights 


. againſt you, or if heaven is hid from your 


eyes: remember it was thus with your 
A 5 father, 


The PREFACE. 
father, but out of them all, the Lord de- 
livered me. 
I could bave as 8 in this my 
* diſcourſe, of my temptations and troubles 
For fin, as alſo of the merciful kindneſs and 
working of God with my foul : I could alſo} 
| bave ftepp'd into a ſcyle much higher than 
| this, in which I have here diſcourſed, and 
| 
| 


could have adorned all things more than 
here I have ſeemed to do, but I dare not: 

| God did not play in tempting of me, neither | 
did Fplay, when I ſunk as into a bottomleſs | 
| pit, when the pangs of hell caught hold 
upon me; wherefore I may not play in re- 
lating of them, but be plain and ſimple, and | 
lay down the thing as it was : he that liketh 
it, let him receive it : and he that doth- not, 
| 2 bim produce a better. Farewel. 


My dear children, ' 

The milk and honey is beyond this wil- bY 
derneſs. God be merciful to you, and 
grant that you be not ſlothful to go in 
to N the land. | 


FOUN BUNYAN. 


Grace Abounding 


1 0 THE 
CHIEF f SINNERS. 
leſs | 
Ti IP 


7 A brief Relation of the exceeding uro : 
%, God in Chriſt, to his poor Servant 
John Bunyan. 


N this my relation of the merciful 
* 12 working of God upon my ſoul, it 
Wo will not be amiſs, if, in the firſt 
place, I do, in a few words give 
you an hint of my pedigree, and 
manner of bringing up; that 
thereby the goodneſs and bounty of God towards 
me, may be the more adyanced and magnified 
before the ſons of men. 

2. For my deſcent then, it was, as is well 
known, by many, of a low and inconfider- 
able generation; my father's houſe being. of 
that rank that is the meaneſt, and moſt de- 
ſt the families in the land, Where- 
A. & fore 


T0 

fore 1 have not here, as others, to boaſt of 
noble blood, or of any high born ſtate, accord- 
ing to the fleſh ; though, all things conſidered, 


— — 


—— 


” — 


to learn me both to read and write; the which 

1 alſo attained, according to the rate of other 

poor mens children, though to my ſhame I con- 

feels I did ſoon loſe that I had learned, even al- 

” moſt utterly, and that long before the Lord did 

— 1 his gracious work of converſion upon my 
dul. ; 

4. As for my own natural life, for the time 
that I was without God in the world, it was} 
indeed according to the courſe of this world, | 
and the ſpirit that now worketh in the children 
of diſobedience, Eph. 2. 2, 3. It was my delight 

to be taken captive by the Devil at his will, 
2 Tim. 2. 26. being filled with all unrighteouſ- 
-nefs : the which did alſo fo ſtrongly work, and 
put forth itſelf, both in my heart and life, and 
that from'a child, that I had but few equals 
(eſpecially conſidering my years, which were ten- 
der, being but few) both for curſing, ſwearing, 
lying, and blaſpheming the holy name of God, 
5. Yea, fo ſettled and rooted was I in theſe | 
things, that they became as a ſecond nature 
to me; the which, as I have alſo with 7 
A 4 4 ; ne 


| I magnify the heavenly majeſty ; for that by this f 
dor he brought me into the world, to partake & b 
of the grace and life that is in Chriſt by the i 
„ | | \ 
3. But notwithſtanding the meanneſs and in- i 
4 conſiderableneſs of my parents, it pleaſed God « 
| to put it into their hearts, to put me to ſchool, MF 1 
| 

1 
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* 
. 
* 
; 
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my ſelf. 


— 


to the chief of Sinners. #7 
neſs conſidered ſince, did ſo offend: the Lord, 
that even in my childhood he did ſcare and af- 


frighten me with fearful dreams, and did terri- 
fy me with fearful viſions : for often, after 1 


bad ſpent this and the other day in fin, I have 


in my bed been greatly afflicted, while aſleep, 
with the apprehenſions of Devils, and wicked 
ſpirits, who ſtill, as I then thought, labour'd to 
draw me away with them, of which J could 
never be rid. | 15 8 
6. Alſo I ſhould, at theſe years, be greatly 
afflicted and troubled with the thoughts of 
the fearful torments of hell- fire; ſtill fear- 
ing that it would be my lot to be found at 
laſt among thoſe Devils and helliſh fiends, 
who are there bound down with the chains of 
bonds and darkneſs, unto the judgment of the 
great day, 3 

7. Theſe things, I fay, when I was but a 
child, but nine or ten years old, did fo diſ- 
treſs my foul, that then, in the midſt of my 
many ſports and childiſh ' vanities, amidſt my 
vain companions, I was often much caſt down, 
and afflicted in my mind therewith, yet could 
I not let go my fins : yea, I was alſo then fo 
overcome with deſpair of life and heaven, 
that T ſhould often wiſh, either that there 
had been no hell, or that I had been a Devil; 
ſuppoſing they were only tormentors, that if 
it muſt needs be, that I went thither, I might 
be rather a tormentor, than be tormented 


8 A 


- 


1. Obe DUES "a 


leave me, which alſo I ſoon forgot; 
pleaſures did quickly cut off the remembrance 


(of them, as if they had never been; wherefore | 
with more-greedineſs, according to the ſtrength. 
of nature, I did {till let looſe the reins: of ms 1 
luſt, and delighted in all tranſgteſſions againſt 


the law of God: ſo that until I came to the 

ſtate of marriage, I was the very ringleader of 
all the youth that kept me company, in all man- 
ner of vice and ungodlineſs. 

9. Vea, ſuch prevalency had the luſts and 
fruits of the fleſh in this poor ſoul of mine, 
that had not a miracle of precious grace pre- 
vented, I had not only periſhed by the ſtroke 
of eternal juſtice, but had alſo laid myſelf open, 


ſome to diſgrace and 1 ſhame before the face 
of the world. 

10. In theſe days the thoughts of religion 
were very grievous to me; I could neither en- 
dure it myſelf, nor that any other ſhould : 


as it were a priſon to me. Then I ſaid unto 
God, depart from me for I deſire not the knows 
ledge of thy ways, Job 21. 14, 15. I was now 
void of all good conſideration, heaven and hell. 


were both out of ſight and mind; and as for 


faving and damning, they were leaſt in my 
thoughts. O Lord thou knoweſt my 125 and my 
ways were not * from thee. 


%* 


8.” A while after theſe terrible dreams did | 
for my il 


even to the ſtroke of thoſe laws which bring 


ſo that when I have ſeen ſome read in thoſe Te 
books that concerned chriſtian piety, *twould be 


" Bk But 


10 the chief of Sinners. ©. 


| 31, But this I will remember, that tho” I 


could myſelf fin with the greateft delight and 
© eaſe, and alſo take pleafure in the vileneſs of my 
© companions ; yet, even then if I had at any 


9 time ſeen wicked things, by thoſe who pro- 
| felled goodneſs, it would make my ſpirit trem- 


ble. As once, above all the reſt, when I was 
in the height of vanity, yet hearing one to 
ſwear, that was reckoned for a religious man, 
it had ſo great ſtroke upon my, ſpirit, that it 
made my heart ake. - F 
12. But God did not utterly leave me, but 
followed me fill, not with convictions, but 
judgments; yet ſuch as were mixed with mer- 


cy. For once I fell into a creek. of the ſea, 


and hardly eſcaped drowning. Another time I 
fell out of a boat into Bedford river, but mer- 
cy yet preſerved me alive: beſides, another 
time, being in the field, with one of my com- 
panions, it chanced that an adder paſſed over 
the high-way, ſo I having a ſtick in my hand, 
ſtruck her over the back; and having ſtunned 
here, I forced open her mouth with. my ſtick, 
and pluck'd the ſting out with my fingers; by 
which a&, had not God been merciful unto- 
me, I might, by my deſperateneſs, have brought 
myſelf to my end, | | 
13. This alſo have I taken notice of, with 
thankſgiving ; when I was a ſoldier, I, with. 
others, were drawn out to go to ſuch a place to 
beſiege it; but when I was juſt ready to go, 
one of the company deſired to go in my room 3 


to which, when I had conſented, he took my 
hows place; 


* 


with the religion of the times; to wit, to go 
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place; and coming to the ſiege, as he ſtood cen- 


tinel, he was ſhot into the head with a muſquet- 


bullet, and died. 


14. Here, as TI faid, were judgments and 
mercy, but neither of them did awaken my ſoul 
to righteouſneſs; wherefore I finned ſtill, and 
grew more and more rebellious againſt God, and 


careleſs of my own ſalvation. 


15. Prefently after this, I changed my con- 
dition into a married ſtate, and my mercy was, 
to light upon a wife, whoſe father was counted 
godly : this woman and I, tho' we came to- 


gether as poor as poor might be, (not having, 
ſo much houſhold ſtuff as a diſh or ſpoon be- 


' -twixt us both) yet this ſhe had for her part, 


the plain-man's path-way to heaven, the prat- 
tice of piety, which her father had left her 


when he died, In theſe two books I ſhould 


ſometimes read with her, wherein I alſo found 


ſome things that were ſomewhat pleaſing to 
me; (but all this while J met with no con- 


viction.) She alſo would be often telling of me, 
what a godly man her father was, and how he 
would reprove and correct vice, both in his 
houſe, and among his neighbours ; what a ſtrict 


and holy life he lived in his days, both in word 
and deed. 1 


16. Wherefore theſe books, with the rela- 


tion, tho' they did not reach my heart, to 


awaken it about my fad and ſinful ſtate, yet 


| they did beget within me ſome deſires to re- 


from my vicious life, and fall in very eagerly 


to 


foremoſt; and there ſhould very devoutly, 


both ſay and ſing, as others did, yet retaining 


to the chief of Sinners, 7 


to church twice a-day, and that too with the 


my wicked life; but withal, I was ſo over- | 


run with the ſpirit of ſuperſtition, that I ado- 


red, and that with great devotion, even all 


things (both the high place, prieſt, clerk, 


veſtment, ſervice, and what elſe) belonging to 
the church ; counting all things holy that 
were therein contained, and eſpecially; the 
prieſt and clerk moſt happy, and without 
doubt greatly bleſſed, becauſe they were the 
ſervants, as I then thought, of God, and were 


principal in his holy temple, to do his work 


therein, | 

17. This conceit grew ſo ftrong, in little 
time, upon my ſpirit, that had I but ſeen a 
prieft (though never fo ſordid and debauched in 
his life) I ſhould find my ſpirit fall under him, 
reverence him, and knit unto him ; yea, I 
thought for the love I did bear unto them (ſup- 
poling they were the miniſters of God) I 
could have laid down at their feet, and have 
been trampled upon by them, their name, 
their garb, and work did fo intoxicate and 
bewitch me, © 1 | 

18. After I had been thus for ſome confider- 
able time, another thought came into my mind ; 
and that was, whether we were of the J1/ra- 
elites or no? for finding in the ſcripture that 
they were once the peculiar people of God, 
thought I, if I were one of this race, my foul 


within 
h OY 


muſt needs be happy. Now again, I found 


— 
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this queſtion, but could not tell how I ſhould ; 
at laſt I asked my father of it: who told me, urn 
nd, we were not. 


7 — Pe with labour, ſports, or otherwiſe : 


o 
— 
— 3 - — 
** — 
5 \ an vg woe — 
— * 
— —ę—— r Ä — * — 


* former: pleaſures to me; but hold, it laſted 


within me a great longing to be reſolved about ot, 


Wherefore then I fell in my {yas 
ſpirit, as to the hopes of that, and fo remain'd. 
19. But all this while, I was not ſenſible of 
the danger and evil of ſin; I was kept from 
conſidering that fin would damn me, what reli. 
gion ſoever 1 followed, unleſs I was found 
in, Chrift ; nay, I never thought of him, nor 
whether there was ſuch an one or no. Thus 
man, while blind, doth wander, but wearierh 
himſelf with vanity, for he -knoweth not the 
way to the city of God, Zccleſ. 10. 15. | 
20. But one day — all the ſermons 
our pa;fon made), his ſubject was, to treat of 
the ſabbath-day, and of the evil of breaking 


Was, notwithſtanding my religion, one 

1 took much delight in all manner of vice, 
and eſpecially that was the day that I did ſo- 
lace myſelf therewith), wherefore I fell in my 
conſcience, under his ſermon, thinking and 
believing that he made that ſermon on purpoſe 
to ſhew. me my evil doing. And at that time 1 
felt what, guilt was, tho* never before, that I 
can remember; but then I was, for the preſent 
greatly loaden therewith, and ſo went home, 
when the ſermon was ended, with Fl "great 
SI upon my - ſpirit, . * 

This, for that inſtant; did ehe the 
3 of my beſt delights, and did imbitter 


not, 


to the chief of Sinners. 9 
ot, for before I had well dined, . the trouble 
egan to go off my mind, and my heart re- 
urned to its old courſe : but oh! how glad. 
as I that this trouble was gone from me, 
nd that the fire was put out, that I might fur 


gain without controul ! wherefore, when I 
ad ſatisfied nature with my food, I ſhook the 


eli. rmon out of my mind, and to my old cuſtom 
und If ſports and gaming. I returned with. great. 
nor Welight, + | 


22. But the ſame day, as I was. in the midſt 
f a game of Cat, and having ſtruck it one. 
low from the hole, juſt as I was about to 
Wirike it the ſecond time, a voice did ſuddenly. 
ons Wart from heaven into my foul, which faid, 
of Wilt thou leave thy fins and go to heaven, or 
ing Wave thy fins and go to hell? at this I was 
e : Put to an exceeding maze ; wherefore, leaving 
me Iny cat upon the ground, I looked up to hea- 
ce, Pen, and was, as if I had, with the eyes of my 


ſo- {ndeſtanding, ſeen the Lord Jeſus looking down . 
ny pon me, as being very hotly diſpleaſed with 
nd me, and as if he did ſeverely threaten me with 


ome grievous puniſhment for theſe and other 
ahgodly practices. 5 *q 
I 23. I had no ſooner thus conceived in my 
nt mind. but, ſuddenly this concluſion was faſtned 
1e, Pen my ſpirit (for the former hint did ſet my 
at Wins again before my face) that I had been a. 
&reat- and grievous "ban and that it was now 

he Too late for me to look after heaven; for Chrift 
er would not forgive me, nor pardon ny tranſ- 
ed reſſions. Then I fell to muſing on this alſo : 
an 


— 


- 
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and while I was thinking of it, and fearing lei 
it ſhould be fo, I felt my heart fink in deſpair $#*2 
concluding it was too late; and therefore I re. 
ſolved in my mind to go on in fin : for thought 
I, if the cafe be thus, my ſtate is ſurely miſer- 
able, miſerable if I leave my fins, and but mi 
ſerable if I follow them: F can but be damned 
and if I muſt be fo, I had as good be damned 
for many fins, as be damned for few. 18 

24. Thus I ſtood in the midſt of my play, be. 

fore all that then were preſent ; but yet I told 
them nothing: but I ſay, I having made tha 
concluſion, J returned deſperately to my ſport d 
again; and I well remember, that preſently Þ 
this kind of deſpair did ſo poſſeſs my ſoul, that f 
I was perſuaded I could never attain to other © 
T 
t 
] 
1 
1 
{ 


comfort than what I could get in fin ; for hea- 
ven was gone already, ſo that on that I muſt 
not think : wherefore I found within me great 
deſire to take my fill of ſin, ſtill ſtudying what 
fin was yet to be committed, that I might taſte 
the ſweetneſs of it ; and I made as much haſte 
as J could to fill my belly with its delicates, 
left I ſhould die before I had my deſires ; for 
that I feared greatly, In theſe things I proteſt 
before God, I lye not, neither do I frame this 
ſort of ſpeech; theſe were really, ſtrongly, and 
with all my heart, my defires ; the good Lord, 
whoſe mercy is unſearchable, forgive me my 
tranſgreſſions. | * 4 
25. And I am very confident that this temp- 
tation of the Devil is more uſual among poor 
creatures, - than many are aware of, even to 


| | 


ig let 
eſpair 


t mi 
nned 


„ be. 


told 
this 
ſport 
ntly 
that 
ther 
hea- 
nuſt 
reat 
vhat 
aſte 
aſte 
tes, 
for 
teſt 
this 
and 


I ſtood there, and 


ver - run the ſpirits with a ſcurvy and ſeared 


— 


3 
"RY 
» 
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rame of heart, and benumning of conſci- 
2nce ; which frame he ſtilly and lily ſupplieth 
with ſuch deſpair, that tho not much guilt at- 


tended ſouls, yet they continually have a ſecret 


oncluſion within them, that there is no hopes 


for them; for they have loved fins, there- 


by after them they will go, Fer. 2. 25. and 
„ 5 

26, Now therefore I went on in fin with 
great greedineſs of mind, ſtill grudging that 1 
could not be ſatisfied with it as I would, This 
did continue with me about a month, or more; 
but one day, as I was ſtanding at a neighbour's 
ſhop-window, and there — . and ſwearing 
and playing the mad- man, after my wanted 
manner, there fate within, the woman of the 
houſe, and heard me, who, tho' ſhe was a v 
looſe, and ungodly wretch, yet proteſted that. 
ſwore. and curſed at that moſt fearful rate, that 
ſhe was made to tremble to hear me ; and told 
me further, that I was. the ungodlieſt fellow for 
ſwearing, that ever ſhe heard 'in all her life, 
and that I, by thus doing, was able to ſpoil all 
the youth in the whole town, if they came but 
u my company. | 1 

27. At this reproof I was ſilenced, and put 
to ſecret ſhame ; and that too, as I thought be- 
fore the God of heaven; wherefore, while 
hanging down my head, I 
wiſhed with all my heart that I might be a lit- 
tle child again, that my father might learn 2 
N boo] pads in e games e. 


5 
* 7117 =y 
nne, 


* 
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to wake without this wicked way of ſwearing 
for, thought I, I am ſo accuſtomed to it, than 
it is in vain for me to think of a reformation = 
for I thought it could never be. 

28. But how it came to paſs, I know not; 
did from this time forward, ſo leave my ſwear, 
ing, that it was a great wonder to myſelf t 
obſerve it; and whereas before I knew not hof 
to ſpeak, unleſs I put an oath before and anothe 
behind, to make my words to have authority 
now 1 could, without it, ſpeak better, and with 
more pleafantneſs than ever I could before. Al 
this while I knew not Jeſus: Chriſt, neither did 

I leave my ſports and plays. 
209. But quickly after this, T fell into com- 
pany with one poor man which made profeſſion 
of religion ! who, as I then thought, did talk 
- pleaſantly of the Scriptures, and of the matter 
of religion; wherefore falling into ſome love 
and liking to what he faid, T betook me to my 
bible, and began to take great pleaſure in read- 
but eſpecially with the hiſtorical part there- 
of; for as for Paul's epiſtles, and ſuch Ike 
ſcriptures, I could not away with them being 
. as yet ignorant, either of the corruptions of my il 
nature, or of the want and worch of en | 
Chrift to ſave us. 

30. Wherefore I fell to t autward? re- 
5 both in my words and life, and did 
l before ine for my Y way 

ts 820 which commandments I alſo dif 
15 Arve to keep. and ag J thbuglit, did keep them 
Fe pretty well ſometimes, and then I ſhould have 
| comfort; 


godlitefs, 
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omfort; yet now and then ſhould break one, 


and ſo aflit my conſcience ; but then I ſhould 
epent, and ſay, I was forry for it, and promiſe 


73 


od to do better next, time, and there get help 


again, for then I thought I pleaſed God as well 


3 any man in England. 
31, Thus I continued about a year; 3 all which 


Mime our neighbours did take me to be a yery” 


godly man, a new and religious man, and did 


Wnarvel much to ſee ſuch a great and famous alte- 


ration in my life and manners 3 and indeed fo it 
was,” tho' yet I knew not Chriſt, nor grace, nor 


faith, nor hope; for, as I have well feen fince, 


ad I then died, my ftate had been moſt fearful, 
32. But, I ay, my neighbours were amazed 


at chis my great converſion, from prodigious 


Pro PROS, to ſomething like a moral life; 
4 truly, ſo they well might; for this my 
converſion was as great, as for Vm of Bethle- 
hem to become a ſober man. Now therefore 
they began to praiſe; to commend, and to ſpeak 
well of me, both to my face, and behind my 
back. Now I was, as they ſaid, become godly, 
now I was become a right Wan rai But oh ! 


> when I underſtood thoſe were their words 


and opinions of me, it pleaſed. me mighty well. 
For tho” as yet I was nothing but à poor paint- 
e kypoerite, yet I loved wh 1 'of as ne 
that wis way godly.” 0 "of © my 
and indeed, I did 5 x 40 er to | 
be ſeen of, or to be well' e ien. 
And thus I continued for about a * month, 
or More, «cc 


33. Now 


8 
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33. Now you muſt know, that before thi 
T had taken much delight in ringing, but m. 
conſcience beginning to be tender, I thought 
ſuch pradtice was but vain, and therefor: 
forced myſelf to leave it, yet my mind han- 
hi.  kgred'; wherefore I ſhould go to the ſteeple. 
"ht houſe, and look on, though Taurſt not ring 
| but I thought this did not become religion 
14 neither, yet I forced myſelf, and would Iook 
on ſtill, but quickly after, I began to think, b 
| . { 
if ' how if one of the bells fhould fall? then 1 
Will choſe to ſtand under a. main beam, that lay. 
© overthwart the ſteeple, from ſide to ſide, 6 
thinking here I might ſtand ſure, but then IWF 
thought again, ſhould the bell fall with a 
ſwing, it might firſt hit the wall, and then 
rebounding upon me, might kill me for all 
this beam. This made me ftand in' the Steeple 
door; and now, thought I, I am ſafe enough: 
for if the bell ſhould then fall, I can flip out 
behind theſe thick walls, and ſo be preſerved 
notwithſtanding. _ Pe 
34. So after this I would yet go to ſee them 
ring, but would not go farther than the ſteeple- 
door; but then it came into my head, how if © 
the ſteeple itſelf ſhould fall? and this thought 
(it may for ought I know) when I ſtood and 
looked on, did continually fo ſhake- my mind, 
that I durſt not ſtand at the ſteeple-door any 
— but was forced to flee, for fear the fol | 
: 3 ; : r 712 ; 


35. Another 


< eas , aw ts wh bn et i £4 © 
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35. Another thing was, my dancing, I was 
a full year before I could quite leave that; but 
all this while, when I thought I kept this or 
that commandment, or did, by word or deed, 
Hany thing that I thought was good, I had great 
peace in my conſcience ; and ſhould think with 
myſelf, God cannot chuſe but be now pleaſed 


I thought no man in England could pleaſe God 
better than T. 5 1 5 

36. But poor wretch as I was, I was all this 
while ignorant of Jeſus Chriſt ; and going about 
to eſtabliſh my own righteouſneſs ; and had pe- 
riſhed therein, had not God in mercy ſhewed 
me more of my ſtate by nature. 

37. But upon a day, the good providence 
of God called me to Bedford, to work on my 
calling; and in one of the ſtreets of that 
town, I came where there were three or four 
poor women fitting at a door, in the ſun, 
talking about the things of God; and being 
now willing to hear their diſcourſe, I drew 
near to hear what they ſaid, for I was now a 
7 briſk talker of myſelf, in the matter of re- 

ligion, but I may ſay, I Heard, but under/tood 
not ; for they were far above, out of my reach. 
Their talk was about a new birth, the work 
of God on their hearts, as alſo how they were 
convinced of their miſerable ſtate by nature; 
ple | they talked how God had viſited their ſouls 
| with his love in the Lord Jeſus, and with 
"ah what words and promiſes they had been re- 
freſhed, comforted and ſupported againſt the 

B Wy temp- 


with me; yea, to relate it in mine own way, 


- | ſhake, and miſtruſt my condition to be naught ; 
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temptations of the devil : Moreover, they rea. 
foned of the ſuggeſtions and temptations of Sa- Br 
tan in particular; and told to each other, by 
which they had been afflited, and how they 
were borne up under his aſſaults. They alſo diſ- 
courſed of their own wretchedneſs of heart, of \ 
their unbelief; and did contemn, flight, and 
abhor their own righteouſneſs, as filthy and in-Hb 
ſufficient to do them any good, 

38. And methought they ſpake as if you 
did make them ſpeak ; they ſpake with ſuch th 
pleaſantneſs of ſcripture language, and with ſuch 
appearance of grace in all they ſaid, that they 
were to me, as if they had found a new world, 
as if they were People that dwelt alone, and 
were not to be reckoned among their neighbours, 
23. 9. | 
39. At this I felt my own heart began to 


for I faw that in all my thoughts about religion 
and ſalvation, the new birth did never enter 
into my mind, neither knew I the comfort of 
the word and promiſe, nor the deceitfulneſs and 
treachery of my own wicked heart, As for 
. ſecret thoughts, I took no notice of them; 
neither did 1 underſtand what Satan's tempta- 
tions were, nor how they were to be withſtood 

and reſiſted, c. | 
40. Thus therefore, when I had heard and 
confidered what they ſaid; I left them, and 
went about my employment again, but their 
talk and diſcourſe went with me; alſo my 
heart would tarry with them, for I was 
| greatly 


— 
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88. Igrestiy affected with their words, both be- 
*- Wcauſe by them I was convinced that I want- 


by ed the true tokens of a truly godly man, and 
70 alſo becauſe by them I was convinced of the 


happy and blefſed condition of him that was 


+ ſuch an one. | 

. 41. Therefore TI ſhould often make it my 
in- buſineſe, to be going again and again into the 
„company of theſe poor people, for I could 
þ ot ftay away; and the more I went among, 


them, the more I did queſtion my condition : 


ch and as I ſtill do remember, preſently I found 
74 two things within me, at which I did ſome- 


times marvel (eſpecially conſidering what a blind, 
ignorant, ſordid and ungodly wretch but juſt 
before I was.) The one was a very great ſoft- 
neſs and tenderneſs of heart which cauſed me to 
fall under the conviction of what by ſcripture 
they aſſerted ; and the other was a great bend- 
ing in my mind, to a continual meditating on 
it, and on all other good things, which at any - 
of WB... , 7 
time I heard or read of. 
. 42. By theſe things my mind was now ſo 
or turned, that it lay like an horſe- leach at the 
vein, ſtill crying out, Give, give, Prov. 30. 15. 
which was ſo fixed on eternity, and on 
things about the kingdom of heaven (that is, 
ſo far as I knew, tho? as yet, God knows, I knew 
but little) that neither pleaſures, nor profits, 
nor perſuaſions, nor threats, could looſe it, 
or make it let go its hold ; and though I may 
NY peak it with ſhame, yet it is in very deed 2 
certain truth, it would then have been as 
8 2. difficult 
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difficult to me to have taken-my mind from 
heaven to earth, as I have found it often ſince, 
to get again from earth to heaven. | 
43. One thing I may not omit : There was 
a young man in our town, to whom my heart 
before was knit, more than to any other, but! 
he being a moſt wicked creature for curſing, 
and ſwearing, and whoring, I now ſhook him G 
off, and forſook his company; but about a quar-M*? 
ter of a year after I had left him, I met him te 
in a certain lane, and asked him how he did ? th 
he, after his old ſwearing and mad way, an- 
ſwered, He was well. But, Harry, ſaid T, 
why do you ſwear and curſe thus ® What will 
become of you, if you die in this condition? He 
anſwered me in a great chafe, what would the 
Devil do for company, if it were not for ſuch as 
Jam? 
44. About this time I met with ſome ran- 
ters books, that were put forth by ſome of 
our countrymen ; which books were alſo high- 
ly in eſteem by ſeveral old profeſſors ; ſome 
of theſe I read, but was not able to make a 
judgment about them; wherefore, as I read} 
in them, and thought upon them, ſeeing my- 
ſelf unable to judge, I ſhould betake myſel 
to hearty prayer in this manner : O Lord, 1 
am a fool, and not able to know the truth from 
error : Lord leave me not to my own blindneſs, 
either to approve of, or condemn this doctrine: 
F it be of God, let me not deſpiſe it; if it be 
of the Devil, let me not embrace it. Lord, II. 
my ſoul in this matter, only at thy foot ; let n 
| js 


© 
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rom Wnt be deceived, I humbly beſeech thee, I had 
nce. one religious intimate companion all this 
while, and that was the poor man I ſpake of 
before ; but about this time he alſo turned a 
moſt develiſh ranter, and gave himſelf up to 
all manner of filthineſs, eſpecially unclean- 
neſs; He alſo would deny that there was a 
God, angel, or ſpirit ; and would laugh at all 
exhortations and ſobriety : When I laboured 
Ito rebuke his wickedneſs, he would laugh 
the more, and pretend that he had gone through 
alt religions, and could never light on the right 
till now: He told me alſo that in a little time 
J ſhould ſee all profeſſors turn to the ways of 
the ranters, Wherefore abominating thoſe 
curſed principles, I left his company forthwith, 
and became to him as great a ſtranger as I had 
been before a familiar. 
an- 45. Neither was this man only a tempta- 
of tion to me, but my calling lying in the coun- 
oh. try, I happened to light into ſeveral peoples 
"mes company; who, though ſtrict in religion for- 
te a8 merly, yet were all ſwept away by theſe ran- 
ters, Theſe would alſo talk with me of 'their 
ways, and condemn me as illegal and dark; 
pretending that they had only attain'd to per- 
fection, that could do what they would and not 
fin, Oh! theſe temptations were ſuitable to 
my - fleſh, I being. but a young man, and my 
nature in its prime; but God who had, as I 
hope, deſigned me for better things, kept me 
in the fear of his name, and did not ſuffer me 
to accept ſuch curſed principles. And bleſſed 
© 7 B 3 | be 
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be Gad, who put it into my heart to cry to him 
to be kept and directed, ſtill diſtruſting mine 
own wiſdom ; for I have ſince ſeen even the ef- 
fects of that prayer, in his preſerving me, not 
only from ranting error, but from thoſe alſo 
that have ſprung up ſince. The bible was 
precious to me in thoſe days, | 
46. And now, methought, I began to look 
int6 the bible with new eyes, and read as I 
never did before; and eſpecially the epiſtles of 
the apoſtle St. Paul were ſweet and pleaſant to 
me ; and indeed then I was never out of the bi- 
ble, either by reading or meditation; ſtill crying 
| out to God, that I might know the truth, and 
the way to heaven and glory. 
| 47. And as I went on and read, I lighted on 
that paſſage, To one is given by the ſpirit the 
word of wiſdom, to another the word of knows- 
|  Jedge by the ſame ſpirit, and to another faith, &c. 
1 Cor. 12. And though, as I have ſince ſeen, 
tat by this ſcripture the Holy Ghoſt intends 
in ſpecial, things extraordinary, yet on me it 
| did then faſten with conviction, that I did want 
i things ordinary, even that underſtanding and 


word I muſed, and could not tell what to do, 
eſpecially this word [ Faith] put me to it, for I 
could ng help it, but ſometimes muſt queſtion, 
whether I had'any faith, or no ; but I was loth 
to conclude, I had no faith; for if I do ſo, 
thought I, then I ſhall count myſelf a very caſt- 
away indeed. | 1 


48. | No, 


wiſdom that other chriſtians- had. On this © 
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48. No, ſaid I, with myſelf, though I am 


convinced that · I am an ignorant ſot, and that 


I want thoſe bleſſed gifts of knowledge and un- 
deſtanding that other people have; yet at ven- 


ture I will conclude, I am not altogether faith- 


leſs, though I know not what faith is; for it 
was ſhewn me, and that too (as I have ſeen 


ſince) by Satan, that thoſe who conclude them- 


ſelves in a faithleſs ſtate, have neither reſt nor 
quiet in their ſouls; and I was loth to fall quite 
into deſpair, | 
49. Wherefore by this ſuggeſtion, I was, for 
a while, made afraid to ſee my want of faith; 
but God wowud not ſuffer me thus to undo 


and deſtroy my foul, but did continually, 


againſt this my ſad and blind concluſion, create 
ſtill within me ſuch ſuppoſitions, inſomuch 
that I could not reſt content, until I did now 
come to ſome certain knowledge, whether I 
had faith, or no, this always running in my 
mind, But how if you want faith indeed ? But 
haw can you tell you baue faith? And beſides, I 
ſaw for certain, if I had not, I was ſure to 
periſh for ever, 2 
50. So that tho' 1 endeavoured at the firſt, 
to look over the buſineſs of faith, yet in a lit- 
tle time, I better conſidering the matter, was 
willing to put myſelf upon the trial, whether 
I had faith, or no. But alas, poor wretch, ſo 
ignorant and brutiſh was I, that I knew to this 
day no more how to do it, than I know how to 
begin and accompliſh that rare and curious piece 
of art, which I never yet ſaw or conſider'd. 
| 16 51. Where- 


* 


yonder hedge, and pray firſt, that God would 
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51, Wherefore while I was thus conſidering, 
and being put to my plunge about it, (for you 
muſt know, and as yet J had, in this matter, 
broken my mind to no man, only did hear and 
conſider) the tempter came in with his delu- 
ſion, That there was no way for me to know 1 
had faith, but by trying to work ſome miracles : 
urging thoſe ſcriptures that ſeem to look that 
way, for 'the inforcing and ſtrengthening his 
temptation. Nay, one day, as I was between 
Eltow and Bedford, the temptation was hot 
upon me, to try if I had faith, by doing ſome 
miracle : which miracle at this time was this, 
I muſt ſay to the puddles that were in the 
horſe-pads, Be dry; and to the dry places, Be 
you puddles : And truly one time I was going to 
fay ſo indeed ; but juſt as I was about to ſpeak, 
this thought. came into my mind ; But go under 


make you able. But when I had concluded to 
pray, this came hot upon me ; that if I prayed, 
and came again, and tried to do it, and yet did 
nothing notwithſtanding, then be ſure I had no | 
faith, but was a caſt-away, and loſt, Nay, 
thought I, if it be ſo, I will not try yet, but 
will ſtay a little longer. 

52, 80 J continued at a great loſs; for 1 
thought, if they only had faith, which could 
do ſo wonderful things, then I concluded, that 
jor the preſent I neither had it, nor yet for 
time to come were ever like to have it. Thus 
I was toſſed betwixt the Devil and my own 
ignorance, and ſo perplexed, "Pre at 
f me 


to the chief of Sinners. 23 
ſome times, that I could not tell what for to do. 
53. About this time, the ſtate and happineſs 
of theſe poor people at Bedford was thus, in a 
kind of a viſion, preſented to me. I ſaw, as if 
they were on the ſunny-ſide of ſome high 
mountain, there refreſhing themſelves with the 
pleaſant beams of the ſun, while I was ſhiver- 
ing and ſhrinking in the cold, afflicted with 
froſt, mow, and dark clouds: methought' alſo, 
betwixt me and them I ſaw a wall that did com- 
paſs about this mountain; now thro” this wall 
my ſoul did greatly deſire to paſs 3 concluding, 
that if 1 could, I would even go into the very 
midſt of them, and there alſo comfort, myſelf 
with the heat of their ſun, 

54. About this wall I thought myſelf to go 
again and again, ſtill prying as I went, to ſee 
if I could find ſome way or paſſage by which I 
might enter therein; but none could I find for 
ſome time: At the laſt I ſaw, as it were, a 
narrow gap, like a little door-way in the wall, 
through which I attempted to paſs; Now the 
paſtage being very ftrait and narrow, I made 
many offers to get in, but all in vain, even 
until I was well nigh quite beat out, by ſtri- 
ving to get in; at laſt with great ſtriving, me- 
thought I at firſt did get in my head, and after 
that by a fidleing ſtriving, my ſhoulders and 
my whole body; then was J exceeding glad, 
went and fat down in the midſt of them, and 
fo was comforted with the light and heat of 
their ſug, 
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Grace abounding 
55. Now this mountain and wall, Cc. was 
thus made out to me; the mountain ſignified 


the church of the living God; the ſun that 
Mone thereon, the comfortable ſhining of his 


merciful face on them that were therein; 
| the wall, I thought, was the world, that did 
make ſeparation between the chriſtians and 
the world; and the gap which was in the |} 


wall, I thought was Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 
way to God the father, Tobn 14. 6. Matt. 
7. 14. But foraſmuch as the paſſage was won- 
derful narrow, even ſo narrow that I could 
Not, but with great difficulty, enter in there- 
at, it ſhewed me that none could enter into 
life, but thoſe that were in down-right ear- 
neſt, and unleſs alſo they left that wicked 
world behind them ; for here was only room 


for body and ſoul, but not for body and foul, 


and itn, | | 
56. This reſemblance abode upon my ſpi- 
rit many days; all which time I ſaw myſelf in 
a forlorn and ſad condition, but yet was pro- 


voked to a vehement hunger and defire to be 


one of that number, that did fit in the fun-ſhine, 


Now alſo ſhould J pray wherever I was; whe- 


ther at home or abroad; in houſe or field; 


and ſhould alſo often, with lifting up of heart, 


ſing that of the 51ſt Pſalm, O Lord, confider 


my diftreſs ; for as yet I knew not where I 
Was. re 


57. Neither as yet could I attain to any 


comfortable perſuaſton that I had faith in 
Chriſt ; but inſtead of having ſatisfaction, 
| | | here 
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here I began to find my ſoul to be aſſaulted 
with freſh doubts about my future happineſs z 
eſpecially with ſuch as theſe, Mhether I was 
elected: But how if the day of grace ſhould now 
be paſt and gone | 
58. By theſe two temptations I was very 
much afflicted and diſquieted ; ſometimes by 
one, and ſometimes by the other of them. And 
frſt, to ſpeak of that about my queſtioning 
t. my election, I found at this time, that though 
n- & I was in a flame, to find the way to heaven 
Id and glory, and though nothing could beat me 
be off from this, yet this queſtion did fo offend 
0 and diſcourage me, that I was, eſpecially ſome- 
— times, as if the very ſtrength of my body 
alſo had been taken away by the force and 
1 power thereof. This ſcripture did alſo ſeem 
N to me, to trample upon all my deſires; It is 
+ neither in him that willeth, nor in him that 
runneth ; but in Gad that _ſheweth mercy, 
Rom. 9. | 
59. With this ſcripture I could not tell what 
to do, for 1 evidently ſaw, unleſs that the great 
God, of his infinite grace and bounty, hath vo- 
luntarily choſen me to be a veſſel of mercy, 
though I ſhould defire, and long, and labour 
until my heart did break, no good could come 
Of it. Therefore this would flick with me, 
How can you tell that you are elefied ? And what 
of you ſhould nat? How then ? . 
60. O Lord, thought I, what if T ſhould 
not indeed ? It may be you are not, faid the 
tempter; it may be 3 thought I. = 
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then ſaid Satan, you had as good leave off, and 
ſtriye no farther ; for if indeed you ſhould not 
be elected and choſen of God, there is no talk 
of your being ſaved; For it is neither in him 
that willeth, nor in him that runneth ; but in 
God that ſBeweth mercy.” | | 
61. By theſe things I was driven to my 
wit's- end, not knowing what to fay, or how 11 
to anſwer theſe temptations : Indeed, I hit- I 
' tle thought that Satan had thus aflaulted me, a 
but that rather it was my own. prudence, 
thus to ſtart the queſtion ; for that the elect 
only obtained eternal life; that I, without 
ſcruple, did heartily cloſe. with, all; but that 
28 was one of them, there lay the que- 
Wehe 8 
62. Thus, therefore, for ſeveral days, I was 
greatly aſſaulted and perplexed, and was often, 
when I have been walking, ready to ſink where 
+ went, with faintneſs in my mind: But one 
day, after I had been ſo many weeks oppreſſed 
and caſt down therewith, as I was now quite 
giving up the ghoſt of all my hopes of ever 
S attaining life, that ſentence fell with weight 
upon my ſpirit, Look at the generations of old, 
and fee ? Did ever any truſt in God, and were 
l confounded * | 
63. At which I was greatly enlightened, and 
encouraged in my foul ;- for thus, at that very 
inſtant, it was expounded to me: Begin at 
the beginning of Geneſis, and reud to the end of 
the Revelations, and ſee if you can find, that 
there was ever any that truſted in the Lord, and: 
* 4 Was. 


* 


grace ſbould' be paſt and gone How if you 
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was confounded. So coming home, I preſently 
went to my bible, to ſee if I could find that 
ſaying, not doubting but to find it preſently ; 
for it was fo freſh, and with ſuch ſtrength-and 
comfort on my ſpirit, that it was as if it' talked 
with me. | : tan 4240 DNS; 
64. Well, I looked, but I found it not; only 
it abode upon me: then I did aſk firſt this good 
man, and then another, if they knew where it 
was, but they knew no ſuch place. At this I 
wonder'd, that ſuch a ſentence ſhould ſo ſud- 
denly, and with ſuch comfort and ſtrength: 


ſeize, and' abide upon my heart, and yet that 


none could find it, (for I doubted not but it 
was in holy ſcripture.) 2 eta ny 8 
65. Thus I continued above a year, and 
could not find the place; but at laſt, eaſting my 
eyes upon the Apocripha books, I found it in \ 
Ecclefiafticus, Eccleſ. 2. 16. This at the firſt 
did ſomewhat daunt me; but becauſe by this 
time I had got more experience of the'loye and 
kindneſs of God, it troubled me the leſs ; eſpe- 
cially when I conſidered, that thought was not 
in thoſe texts that we call holy and canonical, 
yet foraſmuch as this ſentence was the + ſum 
and ſubſtance of many of the promiſes, it was 
my duty to take the comfort of it; and I bleſs 
God for that word, for it was of good to me: 
ue word doth, will at-times ſhine before my 
ce. „ . c 
65. After this, that other doubt did come 
with ſtrength upon me, But how if the day of 


have: 


[ 28 Grace abounding 
Ul. have over-ſtood the time of mercy ? Now I 
remember that one day, as I was walking in 
the country, I was much in the thoughts of th. 
this, But how if the day of grace is pat? And in 
to aggravate. my trouble, the tempter - preſent- fea 
ed to my mind thoſe good people of Bedford, bo 
and ſuggeſted thus unto me, that theſe being it 
converted already, they were all that God ag 
would fave in thoſe Parts; and that I came be 

too late, for theſe had got the bleſſing before I 
161 came. . V 
57. Now was I in great diſtreſs, thinking fi 
in very deed, that this might well be ſo ; where- 1 
fore I went up and down bemoaning my fad : 
| 


condition ; counting myſelf far worfe than a 
thouſand fools for ſtanding off thus long, and 
ſpending ſo many years in fin as I have done ; 
fill crying out, ob, that I had turned ſooner ; 
oh, that I had turned ſeyen years ago} It 
made me alſo angry with myſelf, to think 
chat I ſhould have no more wit, but to trifle 
9 ex my time, till my ſou} and heaven were 
SHE JoIt. | | N 
68. But when I had been long vexed with | 
wis fear, and was fcarce able to take one ftep \ 
more, juſt about the ſame place where I re- 
Ss ceived my other encouragement, theſe words 
broke in upon my mind, compel them to come 
in, that my houſe may be filled; and yet there 
W 25 room, Luke 14. 22, 23, Theſe words, but 
e ſpecially them, and yet there is room, were 
Bay ſweet words to me; for truly, I thought that 
2 by them I ſaw there was place cough in 
bi T9 Ven 


: : 
1 - * 


to the chief of Sinners. 29 


wen for me; and moreover, that when the 


in Lord Jeſus did ſpeak theſe words, he then did 
1 think of me; and that he knowing that the 


time would come that T ſhould be afflicted with 
fear, that there was no place left for me in his 
d, boſom, did before ſpeak this word, and leave 
it upon record, that I might find help thereby 
od IF againſt this vile temptation, This I then verily 
believed. Ae 
I 69. In the light and encouragement of this 
word, I went a pretty while ; and the com- 
8 fort was the more, when I thought that the 
Lord Jeſus ſhould think on me fo long ago, 
1 and that he ſhould ſpeak them words on pur- 
. poſe for my ſake ; for I did think verily, that 
f he did on purpoſe ſpeak them, to encourage me 
ö withal. | 85 
70. But I was not without my temptations 
to go back again; temptations, I ſay, both 
f:vm Satan, mine own heart, and carnal ac- 
quaintance ; but, I thank God, theſe were out- 
weighed by that found ſenſe of death, and 
of the day of judgment, which abode, as it 
were, continually in my view : I ſhould often 
alſo think on Nebuchadnezzar ; of whom tis 
faid, He bad given him all the kingdoms of the 
earth, Dan. 5. 18, 19. Yet, thought I, if 
this great man had all his portion in this 
world, one hour in hell- fire would make him 
forget all. Which conſideration was a great 
help to me. | 
71. I was almoſt made, about this time, to 
Fe ſomething concerning the beaſts that — 


30 Grace abounding 
ſes counted clean, and unclean : I thought thoſe 
beaſts were types of men; the clean, types of 
them that were the people of God; but the 
unclean, types of ſuch as were the children of 
the wicked one. Now, I read that the clean 
beaſts chewed. the cud; that is, thought I, they 
ſhew us, we muſt feed upon the word off 
God: they allo parted the Hoof, J thought that 
ſignified, we muſt part, if we would be ſaved, 
with the ways of ungodly men. And. alfo, in 
further reading about them, I found, that 
though we did chew the cud, as the hare ; 
yet if we walked with claws, like a dog; or 
if we did part the. hoof like the ſwine, yet if 
we did not chew the cud, as the ſheep, we 
are ſtill, for all that, but"unclean : for I thought 
the hare to be a type of thoſe that talk of the 
word, yet walk in ways: of fin: and that 
the ſwine was like him that parted 'with his 
outward pollution, but till wanteth the word 
of faith, without which there could be no way 
of ſalvation, let a man be never ſo devour, 
Deut. 14. After this, I found by reading the 
word, that thoſe that muſt be glorified with 
"Chriſt in another world, mu/? he called by him 
here ; called to the partaking of a ſhare in his 
word and righteouſneſs, and' to the comforts 

and firſt fruits of his ſpirit, and' to a peculiar 

intereſt in all thoſe heavenly things, which do, 

indeed, forfeit the ſoul for that reſt, and houſe 

of glory, which is in heaven above. 


1 * 


72. Here- 
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172. Here again 1 was at a very great ſtand; 


wot knowing at to do, fearing I was not 
alled; for, tHMoughtiT, if I be not called, what 


en can me good? None but thoſe who 
e effectually called, inherit the kingdom of 
eayen, But oh | how I now loved thoſe words 


hey hat ſpake of a Cbriſtian's calling ! as when the 
| of Lord ſaid to one, Fol/ow me, and to another, 
ay) me after me: And oh, thought I, that he 
ed, 


ould ſay ſo to me too; how gladly would I 
un after him! | ER . 


hat 73. I cannot now expreſs with what Jong- 
* gs and breathings in my. ſoul, I cried to Chriſt 
I 


o call me. Thus I continued for a time, all 


if hn a flame to be converted to Jeſus Chriſt ; 

we and did alſo ſee at that day, ſuch glory in a 

2 onverted ſtate, that I could not be contented 
e 


ithout a ſhare therein. Gold! Could it have 
deen gotten for gold, what could I have gi- 


bis er for it! Had I had a whole world, it had 
oy ff zone ten - thouſand times over for this, 

15 that my ſoul might have been in a converted 
ut, Fate, | | 26 


lic 574. How lovely now was every one in my 
eyes that I thought to be converted, men and 


im women! They ſhone, they walked like a peo- 
ais ple that carried the broad ſeal of heaven about 
ts them. Oh! I faw the lot was fallen to them 


in pleaſant places ; and they had a goodly he- 
0, Fritage, P/alm 16. But that which made me 
ſick, was that of Chriſt in Mark, He went up 
into a mountain, and called to him whom he 
would, and they came unto him, Mark 3. 13. 
2 | 75, This 


= — — 
—— 


— 

* * 3+ te 4 - ES 
4 * * 2 2 
— --2.-<z 


2 


* —— 
7 ** 
2 — — = = n — 
—— — % —— 2 — A al . 2 — 2 
* ” * — * 
* Y we II - K g — — - — pa 2 
ö * has wo yt — — — . * 


32 Grace alounding 
75. This ſcripture made me faint and fez 


made me fear, was this; leſt Chriſt ſhoul 


thing; either that I was already, or ſhould be 


words I thought were ſent to encourage me 


mind to thoſe poor people in Bedford, and 


yet it kindled fire in my ſoul. That whi 


have no liking to me, for he called whom | 
would. But oh! the glory that I ſaw in thy 
condition did ftill ſo engage my. heart, tha 
I could ſeldom read of any that Chrift dit 
call, but I preſently wiſhed, Would I had be 
in their claaths; would I had been born Peter 
would I had been born John; or would 1 hall 
been by and had heard him when he call 
them, how would 1 have cried, O Lord, cal 
me alſo? But oh! I feared he. would nat call 


me. G - ; 
76. And truly, the Lord let me go 
many months together, and ſhewed me no- 


called hereafter : But at laſt, after much time 


be made partaker of the holy and heav=nly 
calling; that word came in upon me; I :»v1illf 
cleanſe their blood that I have not cleanſed, for 
the Lord , dwelleth in Zion, Joel 3. 21. Theſe l 


to wait ftill upon God; and ſignified unto e 
me, that if I were not already, yet time might 
come, I might be in truth converted into 
Chriſt, 
97. About this time I began to break my 


to tell them my condition; which, when they & 
had heard, they told Mr. Giford of me, 
who himſelf alſo took occaſion to talk with 


me ; 
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feariſfe ; and was willing to be well perſuaded of 
>, though, I think, from little Grounds : 
houlMt he invited me to his Houſe, where I 
ould hear him confer with others, about the 
alings of God with their fouls ; from all 
thai hich I fill received more conviction, and 
m that time to ſee ſomething of the 
ity and inward wretchedneſs of my wick- 
eter Ml beart, for as yet I knew no great matter 
erein ; but now it began to be diſcovered 
alla to me, and alſo to work at that rate as it 
call ver did before. Now I evidently found, 
it luſts and corruptions put forth themſelves 
thin me, in wicked thoughts and deſires ; 

Which I did not regard before; my defires 
no- o for heaven and life began to fail, I 
nd alſo, that whereas before my ſoul was 
time ll of longing after God, now it began to 
aker after every fooliſh vanity; yea, my 
art would not be moved to mind that whi 

villas good; it began to be careleſs, both of 
y foul and heaven; it would now continu- 
Ny hang back, both to, and in every duty; 
med was as a clog on the legs of a bird, to hin- 
into er me from flying, | 

78. Nay, thought I, now I grow worſe and 
into Forſe; now I am farther from converſion. 
Pan ever I was before: wherefore I began 


my h fink greatly in my foul, and began to en- 
and Wertain ſuch diſcouragement in my heart, as 
hey aid me as low as hell. If now I ſhould 
ne, ave burned at the ſtake, I could not believe 


at Chriſt had a love for me; alas! I could 
. WEE Pos neither 


— 
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neither hear him; nor ſee him, nor feel hin 
nor favour any of his things; I was driven 
with a tempeſt, my heart would be unclean, an 
the Canaanites would dwell in the land. EF 
79. Sometimes I would tell my conditia 
to the people of God; which, when they 
heard, they would pity me, and would tell m 
of the promiſes ; but they had as good ind 
told me, that I muſt reach *the Sun with m 
finger, as have bidden me receive or rely up 
on the promiſes; and as ſoon as I ſhould hay 
done it, all my ſenſe and feeling was again 
me: and I A. 1 had a heart that would fin, 
and that lay under a law that would con. 
demn. . Fs 
80. Theſe things have den made me think 
of the child which the father brought to Chriſt, 
who while he was yet n coming to him, was thrown 
down by the Devil, and alſo ſo rent and torn him 
that he lay and wallowed , foaming, Luke 9. 42. 
Mark 9. 20. v 
81. Further, in theſe days T ſhould find my C 
heart to ſhut itſelf up againſt the Lord, and 
againſt his holy word: I have found my un- tl 
belief to ſet, as it were, the ſhoulder to the, I 
door, to keep him out; and that too even jt 
then, when I have with many a bitter figh,W a 
cried, Good Lord break it open Lord breatY 1 
theſe gates of braſs, and cut theſe bars of iren t 
aſunder, Plalm 107. 16. Yet that word'wouldY x 
ſometimes create in my heart a peaceable z 
pauſe, I girded thee, though thou oye not known 
me, EP © Sp. 
82, But 
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82. But all this while, as to the act of ſin- 
ing, I never was more tender than now my 
inder parts were inward ; I durſt not take a 
pin or ſtick, though but ſo big as a ſtraw ; for 
y conſcience now was ſore, and would ſmart 
t every touch: I could not now tell how to 
peak my words, for fear I ſhould miſplace 
hem. Oh, how gingerly did I then go, in all 
I did or ſaid ! I found myſelf as on a miry bog, 
that ſhook if I did but ſtir, and was, as there 
left both of God and Chriſt, and the ſpirit and 
all good things. EE 

83. But I obſerve, though I was ſuch a great 
ſinner before converſion, yet God never 
much charged the guilt of the ſins of my ig- 
norance upon me; only he ſhewed me, I 
was loſt if I had not Chriſt, becauſe I had 
been a ſinner : I ſaw that I wanted a perfect 
righteouſneſs to preſent me without fault be- 
fore God, and this righteouſneſs was no 
where to be found, but in the perſon of Jeſus 
n Chriſt. | 


nd 84. But my original and inward pollution, 
= that, that was my plague and affliction ; that 
ne 


I ſaw at a dreadful rate, always putting forth 
cn itſelf within me, that I had the guilt of to 
amazement ; by reaſon of that I was more 
loathſome in mine own eyes than was a ' 
"ny toad, and I thought I was ſo in God's eyes 
too: fin and corruption, I ſaid, would as 
naturally bubble out of my heart, as water 
would bubble out of a fountain: I thought 
now, that every one had a better heart than 
| I had ; 


Fiir who can bear ? 
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IT had ; I could have changed heart with an 
body; I thought none but the Devil himſel 
could equalize me for inward wickedneſs an 
llution of mind. 1 fell therefore at tl 
ght of my own vileneſs, deeply into deſpair ; 
for I concluded, that this condition that I ws 
in, could not ftand with a ſtate of grace 
Sure, thought I, I am forſaken of God; ſure 
J am given up to the Devil, and to a repro- 
bate mind: and thus I continued a long while, 
even for ſome years together. 
85, While I was thus aflited with the fear 
of my own damnation, there were two thing 
would make we wonder; the one was, when 
T faw old people hunting after the thing 
of this life, as if they ſhould live here always. 
The other was, when I found profeſſors much 
diftrefſed and caſt down, when they met 
with outward loſſes; as of husband, wife, 
child, Sc. Lord, thought I, what a-do is 
here about ſuch little things as theſe ! What 
ſeeking after carnal things, by ſome, and what 
grief in others for the loſs of them ! If they ſo 
much labour after, and ſhed ſo many tears if 
for the things of this preſent life, how am I IF" 
to be bemoaned, pitied, and prayed for ! My 
foul is dying, my foul is damning, Were my 
foul but in a good condition, and were I but ſure 
of it, ah! how rich would I efteem myſelf, 
though bleiſed but with bread and water i 
ſhould count thoſe but ſmall afflictions, and 
ſhould bear them as little burthens, A wounded 


86, And 


$6 
oflec 
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mſelloſſed, and afflicted, with the fight and ſenſe 
d terror of my own wickedneſs, yet I was 
fraid to let this ſight and ſenſe go quite off 
y mind : for I found, that unleſs guilt of 
„ Nonſcience was taken off, the right way, that 
„ by the blood of Chriſt, a man grew rather 

Worſe for the loſs of his trouble of mind, 
han trouble, Wherefore, if my guilt lay 
ard upon me, then ſhould I cry, that the 
lood of Chriſt might take it off : And if it 
7as going off without it, (for the ſenſe of fin 
7ould be ſometimes as if it would die, and 
o quite away) then I would alſo ſtrive to 
etch it upon my heart again, by bringing the 
uniſhment of fin into hell- fire upon my ſpi- 
it; and ſhould cry, Lord, let it not go off my 
net Neart, but the right way, by the blaud of 
ie. ri, and the application of thy merey, 
e him to my ſoul ; for that feripture 
id lay much upon me, without ſhedding of 
Mood there is no redemption, Heb. 22. And 
hat which made me the more afraid of this, 
vas, becauſe I had ſeen ſome, who, though 
vhen they were under wounds of conſcience, 
ly would cry and pray; yet feeling rather pre- 
ent eaſe for their trouble, than pardon for 
Ire heir fin, cared not how they loſt their guilt, 


14 Wo they got it out of their mind: Now having 
f et it off the wrong way, it was_not fandti- 
ad Pied unto them; but they grew harder and 
linder, and more wicked after their trouble. 


is made me afraid, and made me ery to 
eo . , God 
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God the more, that it might not be ſo wi 
me. cj brwy 1 
87. And now I was ſorry that God 
made me man, for J feared I was a reprobate 
I counted man as unconverted, the moſt dol 
ful of, all creatures, Thus being afflicted a 
toſſed about my ſad condition, I counted my 
ſelf alone, -and. above the moſt of men 
bleſſed. 
288. Vea, I thought it impoſſible that ent 
1 ſhould attain to ſo much godlineſs of heat 
as to thank God that he had made me 
man. Man indeed is the moſt noble by cre: 
tion, of all creatures in the viſible world 
but by fin he had made himſelf the moſt iy 
noble. The beaſts, birds, fiſhes,” c. I ble 
ſed their condition; for they had not a ſinf 
nature, they were not obnoxious to th 
wrath of God; they were not to go to hel 
fire after Death; I could therefore have re 
joyced, had my condition been as any o 
. theirs. | 
89. In this condition I went a great while 
but when comforting Time was come, I hear 
one preach a ſermon on theſe words in the 
Song, (Song 4. 1.) Behold thou art fair, m 
love; behold thou art fair: But at that tim 
he made theſe two words, my love, his chief, 
and ſubject matter; from which, after he had 
a little opened the text, he obſerved theſe ſc, 
veral concluſions; 1. That the church, ani 
ſo every ſaved ſoul, is Chriff's love, whe 
loveleſs, 2. Chriſt's love with a Cauſe. ; 
| Chriſt 
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Z. Cbriſt's love, which hath been hated of the 
\ Wi wrld. 4. Chrift's love, when under temptation, 
4 and under deſtruction. 5. Chriſt's love, from firſt 


2 laſt, ; 
bate » But I got nothing by what he ſaid at 


"90 reſent ; only when he came to the application 
| Sf the fourth particular, this was the word he 
; mig; F it be /o, that the ſaved ſoul is Chriſtes 


Wore, when under temptation and deſtruftion ; 
hen poor tempted ſoul when thou art aſſaulted 
Td afflited with temptations, and the hidings of 
ads face, yet think on theſe two words, My love, 
ill. | 
gt. So as I was going home, theſe words 
ame again into my thoughts; and I well 
emember, as they came in, I ſaid thus in my 
eart, What ſhall I get by thinking on theſe 
wo words ? This thought had no ſooner paſ- 
Wed through my heart, but theſe words be- 
zan thus to kindle in my ſpirit, Thou art y] 
we, thou art my love, twenty times toge- 
Wher ; and ſtill as they ran in my mind, they 
axed ſtronger and warmer, and began to 
ake me look up ; but being as yet between 
ope and fear, I ſtill replied in my heart, 
Fut is it true, but is it true © At which, that 
'Wentence fell upon me, He ww:/t not that it was 
ue, which was come unto him of the angel, 
\Cts 12. 29. 1 : 
92. Then I began to give place to the word; 
'Fwhich, with power, did over and over make 
"Khis joyful ſound wu my foul, Thou art 
my 
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my love, thou art my love ; and nothing ſhall 
ſeparate thee from my love, And with that 
my heart was filled full of comfort and 
hope, and now I could believe that my ſins 
ſhould be forgiven me ; yea, I was now taken 
with the love and mercy of God, that, I 
remember, I could not tell how to contain 
till I got home : I thought I could have ſpo- 
ken of his love, and have told of his merey 
to me, even to the very crows that ſat upon 
the plow'd lands before me, had they been ca- 
pable to have underſtood me: Wherefore I ſaid 
in my foul, with much gladneſs, well, I would 
J had a pen and ink here, I would write this 
down before I go any farther ; for ſurely I will 
not forget this forty years hence: But, alas 
within leſs than forty days, I began to queſtion © 

all again; which made me begin to queſtion 

all ſtill. N 
93. Vet ſtill at times I was helped to be- 
lieve, that it was a true miniſtration of grace 
unto my ſoul, though I had loſt much of the 
life and favour of it, Now about a week or 
fortnight after this, I was much followed by 
this ſcripture, Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath 
deſired to have you, Luke 22. 31, and ſome- 
times it would ſound ſo loud within me, yea, 
and as it was, call fo ſtrongly after me, that 
once, above all the reſt, I turned my head 
over my ſhoulder, thinking verily that ſome 
man had, behind me, called me; being at a 
great diſtance, methought he called ſo loud: 
4 8 
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at Wit come, as I have thought ſince, to have _ 
id red me up to prayer, and to watchfulneſs : 

ns N came to acquaint me, that a cloud and a * 
en was down coming upon me; but I underſtood © 
[ Wit not. 

in W 94. Alſo, as I cenember, that time that it 
o- called to me ſo loud, was the laſt time that it 
x boounded in mine ears; but methinks I hear ſtill 
on with what a loud voice theſe. words, Simon, Si- 
a- Ion, ſounded in mine ears. I thought verily, 
id Mas I have told you, that ſomebody had called 
d Wifter me, that was half a mile behind me: and 
his Wltho' that was not my name, yet it made me 
ill Wuddenly look behind me, believing that he that 
y» | Walled fo loud meant me. . 
on 95. But fo fooliſh was I, and ignorant, that 
on ¶ knew not the reaſon of this ſound ; (which 
I did both ſee and feel ſoon after, was fent 
e- From heaven as an alarm, to awaken me to 
ice rovide for what was coming) only I ſhould 
the Wnuſe and wonder in my mind, to think what 
or Hhould be the reaſon of this ſcripture, and that 
by t this rate, ſo often and fo loud, ſhould ſtill be. 
ounding and ratling in mine ears': But, as I 
aid before, I ſoon after perceived the end of | 
od therein, 

96. For, about the ſpace of a month after, 
very great ſtorm came down upon me, 
hich handled me twenty times worſe than 


t a BY I had met with before; it came ſtealing 
id: pon me, now by one piece, then by ano- 
it her; firſt, all my comfort was taken from 


ne, then darkneſs ſeized upon me; after 
C 2 which 


\ 


— 


| 42 | Grace abound; ng 


which, whole floods of blaſphemies, both 
againſt God, Chriſt, and the ſcriptures, was 
poured upon my ſpirit, to my great confu- 
ſion and aſtoniſhment. Thoſe ' blaſphemoug 
thoughts were ſuch as ſtirred up queſtions in 
| me, againſt the very being of God, and of his 
| only beloved ſon : As, whether there were in 
truth, a God, or Chriſt? And whether the 
holy ſcriptures were not rather a fable, and 
cunning. ſtory, than the holy and pure word 
of God ? 

97. The tempter would alſo much aſſault me 
with this, How can you tell but that the Turks 
had as good ſcripture to prove their Mahomet 
the ſaviour, as we have to prove our Jeſus? 
And, could I think, that ſo many ten thouſands, 
in ſo many countries and kingdoms, fhould be 
without the knowledge of the right way to hea- 
ven; (if there were indeed a heaven) and that 
we only, who live in a corner of the earth, ſhould 

alone be bleſſed therewith ® Every one doth think 
his orun religion righteft, both Jews and Moors, 
and Pagans; and 'how if all our faith, and 
Chrift, and ſcriptures, ſhould be but a think ſ. 
too © LY Je Þ 

98. Sometimes I have endeavoured to argue 
againſt theſe ſuggeſtions, and to ſet ſome of it, 
the ſentences of bleſſed Paul againſt them ; thi 
but, alas ! I quickly felt, when I thus did, ſuch th: 
arguings as theſe would return again upon 
me, Though we made ſo great a matter of Paul 
and of his words, yet how could I tell, but! 
that in every deed, be being a ſubtil and cun- la 

| | ning 
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ning man might give himſelf. up to deceive with 
rong detufions ; and alſo take the pains and tra- 
vel, to undo and deſtroy his fellows. | 
Theſe ſuggeſtions (with many other 
which at this time I may not, nor dare not 
utter, neither by word or pen) did make 
ſuch a ſeizure upon my ſpirit, and did ſo 
over-weigh my heart, both with their num- 
ber, continuance, and fiery force, that I felt 
as if there were nothing elſe but theſe from 
morning to night within me ; and as though 
indeed, there could be room for nothing elfe ;. 
and alſo concluded, that God had, in very wrath 
to my ſoul, given me up to them, to be car- 
ried away with them, as with a mighty whicl- 
wind, | | | 
100. Only by the diſtaſte that they gave unto 
my ſpirit, J felt there was ſomething in me, that 
refuſed to embrace me. But this conſideration I 
then only had; when God gave me leave to 
ſwallow my ſpittle, otherwiſe the noiſe and 
ſtrength, and force of the temptations, would 
drown and overflow, and as it were bury all 
ſuch thoughts, or the remembrance of any ſuch 
thing, While I was in this temptation, I 1 
ſhould find often my mind ſuddenly put upon 
it, to curſe and ſwear, or to ſpeak ſome grievous 
thing againſt God, or Chriſt his ſon, and of 
the ſcriptures. | 3 
101. Now I thought, ſurely I am poſſeſſed 
of the Devil : At other times, again I thought 
I ſhould be bereft of my wits ; for inſtead of 


-hauding and magnifying God the Lord with 


C 3 _ Others, 
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others, if I have but heard him ſpoken of, pre- 


ſently ſome moſt horrible blaſphemous thought 


or other would bolt out of my heart againſt 


bim; ſo that whether I did think that God was, 


or again did think there was no ſuch thing ; 
no love, nor peace, nor gracious diſpoſition 
could I feel within me. : 

102, Theſe things did ſink me into very deep 
deſpair ; for I concluded, that ſuch things could 
not poſſibly be found amongſt them that loved 


God. I often, when theſe temptations had 


been with force upon me, did compare myſelf 


to the cafe of ſuch a child, whom ſome gypſie 


hath by force took up in her arms, and is car- 
rying from friend and country : kick ſometimes 
I did, and alſo ſhriek and cry; but yet I was 
bound in the wings of the temptation, and the 
wind would carry me away. I thought alſo of 
Saut, and of the evil ſpirit that did poſſeſs him ; 


and did greatly fear that my condition was the 


ſame with that of his, 1 Sam. 16. 14. - 
103. In theſe days, when I have heard 
others talk of what was the fin againſt -the 


Holy Ghoſt, then would the tempter fo pro- 


voke me to deſire to fin that fin that I was 
as if I could not, muſt not, neither ſhould be 
quiet until I had committed it; now no fin 
would ſerve but that: if it were to be com- 
mitted by ſpeaking of ſuch a word, then 1 
have been as if my mouth would have ſpoken 
that word, whether 1 would or no: and in 


ſo ſtrong a meaſure was this temptation up- 


on 


C 
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on me, that often I have been ready to clap my 
hands under my chin, to hold my mouth from 
opening; and to that end alſo I have had 
thoughts at other times to leap, with my bead 
downward, into ſome muckhill-hole or other, 
to keep my mouth from ſpeaking. 

104. Now again I beheld the condition of 
the dog and toad, and counted the eſtate of 
every thing that God had made, far better than 
this dreadful ſtate of mine, and ſuch as my 
companion's was: yea, gladly would I have 
been in the condition of a dog or horſe, for I 
knew they had no fouls to periſh under the 
everlaſting weight of hell, or fin, as mine was 
like to do. Nay, and though I ſaw this, felt 
this, and was broken to pieces with it ; yet that 
which added to my forrow was, that 1 could 
pot find, that with all my ſoul I did defire de- 
liverance, That ſcripture did alfo tear and rend 
my ſoul, in the midſt of theſe diſtractions. The 
wicked are like the troubled fea, which» cannot 
reſt ; whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt. There 
1s no peace to the wicked, ſaith my God, Iſa. 57. 
20, 21. 

105. And now my heart was, at times, 
exceeding hard; if I would have given a 
thouſand pounds for a tear, I could not ſhed 
one, no nor ſometimes ſcarce deſire to ſhed 
one. I was much dejected, to think that this 
would be my lot. I faw fome could mourn 
and lament their fin ; and others again could 
rejoice, and bleſs God for Chriſt, and others 
again could quietly talk of, and with gladneſs 
n 4 reme m- 
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remember the word of God; while I only 


was in the ſtorm or tempeſt. This much 


ſunk me, I thought my condition was alone, 
1 ſhould therefore much bewail my hard hap, 
but get out of, or get rid of, theſe things, I 
could not. | GG 

106. While this temptation laſted, which 
was about a year, I could attend upon none 
of the ordinances of God, but with ſore and 
great affliction. Vea, then was I moſt diſtreſ- 
ſed with blaſphemies : If I had been hearing 
the word, then uncleanneſs, blaſphemies and 
deſpair would hold me a captive there; if [ 
Have been reading, then ſometimes I had ſud- 
den thoughts to queſtion all I read ; ſometimes, 


again, my mind would be ſo ſtrangely ſnatch'd 


away, and poſſeſſed with other things, that-l 
have neither known, or regarded, nor remem- 
bred ſo much as the ſentence that but now I 
have read. 
10. In prayer alſo I have been greatly 
troubled at this time ; ſometimes I have 
thought I have felt him behind me, pull my 
cloaths : He would be alſo continually at me 
in. time, of prayer, to have done, break off ; 
make hafte, you have prayed enough, and ſtay 
no longer ; ſtill drawing my mind away. Some- 


times alſo he would caſt in ſuch wicked 


thoughts as theſe; that I muſt pray to him, or 
for him: I have thought ſometimes of that, 
Fall down, or, if thou wilt fall down and wor- 


ſhip me, Mat, 2. 9. 
| 108, Allo, 
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108. Alſo, when becauſe I have had wan- 


dering thoughts in the time of this duty, I 
have laboured to compoſe my mind, and fix? 


it upon God ; then with great force hath the 
tempter laboured to diſtract me, and con- 
found me, and to turn away my mind, by 
preſenting to my heart and fancy, the form of 


a buſh, a bull, a beſom, or the like, as if 1 


ſhould pray to theſe : To theſe he would alſo 
(at ſometimes eſpecially) ſo hold my mind, 
that I was as if I could think of nothing elſe, 
or pray to nothing elſe but to theſe, or ſuch as 
they, ES. 

468 Yet at times I ſhould have ſome 
ſtrong and heart-affeting apprehenſions of 
God, and the reality of the truth of this goſ- 
pel ; But oh! how would my heart, at ſuch 
times, put forth itſelf with unexpreſſible 
groanings. My whole ſoul was then in. every 
word ; I ſhould cry with pangs after God, 
that he would be merciful unto me : But then 
I ſhould be daunted again with ſuch conceits 
as theſe 3. I ſhould think that God did mock 
at theſe my prayers, ſaying, and that in. the 
audience of the holy angels, This poor ſimple 
wretch doth hanker after me, as if I had nothing 
to do with my mercy, but to beſlow it on ſuch as 
he. Alas, poor foul ! How art thou decerved ! 


It is not for ſuch as thee to have favour with the 


higheſt. 8 ; 
110. Then Mth the tempter come upon 
me alſo with ſuch diſcouragements as theſe, 


You are very hat for 


mercy, but I will coal 
0 you = 


— 


Continual rocking will lull a crying child aſleep: 
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gou'; this flame ſhall not laſt always : Mam 
have been as hot as you for a ſpirit, but I h 
quenched their zeal ; (and with this, ſuch and feſt 
ſuch, who were fallen off, would be ſet before e 
mine eyes.) Then I ſhould be afraid that I fb 
ſhould do ſo too: But, thought I, I am glad 7 

this comes into my mind: Well, I will watch 
and take what care I can, Though you dog (aid 
Satan) [ ſhall be too hard for you ; I will col 
you inſenſibly, by degrees, by little and little, 
What care T, faith he, though I be ſeven years 
in chilling your heart, if Iican do it at laſt ? 


I will ply it cloſe, but I will have my end accom- 
pliſbed. Though you be burning hot at preſent, | 
yet I can pull you from this fire, I ſhall have you 
cold before it be long. 

II. . Theſe things brought me into great 
ſtraits; for as I at preſent could not find my- 
ſelf fit for preſent death, fo I thought to live 
long would make me yet more unfit ; for 
time would make me forget all, and wear 
even the remembrance of the evil of fin, the“ 
worth of heaven, and the need I had of the bl 
blood of Chriſt to waſh me, both out of © 
mind and thought: But I thank Chriſt Je- th 
ſus, theſe things did not at preſent make me I © 
flack my crying, but rather did put me more hu 
upom it, (e ber who met with the adutterer, J 
Deut. 22. 26.) in Which days, that was a © 
good word to me, after I had ſuffered theſe NP 
things a while; J am perſuaded, that neither / 
heighth, nor depth, nor death, nor life, &c. ſhall © 
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parate us from the love of God, which is in Chriſt 
Feſus, Rom. 8. 38. And now TI hoped long 
fe ſhould not deſtroy me, nor make me miſs 
f heaven. e | 

112. Yet I had ſome ſupports in this temp- 
ation, though they were then all queſtioned 
dy me ; that in Jer. 3. at the firſt, was ſome- 
hing to me; and ſo was the conſideration 
df verſe 5. of that chapter; that though we 
ave ſpoken and done as evil things as we 
ould, yet we ſhall cry unto God, My father, 
hou art the guide of my youth; and ſhall return 
nto him. 

113. I had alfo once a ſweet glance from 
hat in 2 Cor. 5. 12. For. he hath made him to be 
in far us, who knew. no ſin, that we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God in him, I re- 

ember that one day, as I was fitting in a 
eighbour's houſe, and there very fad at the 
onſideration of my many blaſphemies ; and as 
I was ſaying in my mind, Mbat ground have I 
to ſay that, who have been ſo vile and abomina- 
ble, ſhould ever. inherit eternal life? That word 
came ſuddenly upon me, bat ſhall we ſay to 
theſe things © If God be for us, who can be 
againſt us Rom. 8. 13. That alſo was an 
help unto me, Becauſe I live, you ſhall live alfa, 
John 14. 19. But theſe words were but hints, 
touches, and ſhort viſits, tho* very ſweet when 
preſent ; only they taſted not; but lite to Peter's 
ſheet, of a ſudden were caught up from me, to 
beaven again, Acts 10. 16. 2 : 
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114. But afterwards the Lord did more fu 
and graciouſly diſcover himſclf unto me, an 
indeed did quite, not only deliver me "fro 
the guilt that, by theſe things was laid upon n 
conſcience, but alſo from the very filth thereof 
for the temptation was removed, and I wi 
put into my right mind again, as other chri 
tians were, 

r15, E-remember that one day, as I 
travelling into the country, and muſing on th 
wickedneſs and blaſphemy of my heart, an 
conſidering the enmity that was in me to Go 
that ſcripture came into my mind, He hat 
made peace by the blood of his croſs, Col. 1 
20. By which I was made to ſee, both agi 
and again, that day, that God and my ou 
were friends this blood; yea, I ſaw that 

the juſtice of God, and my finful ſoul coul 
embrace and kiſs each Gs thro* his blood 
This was a good day to me; I hope. I ſhall ne 
ver forget it. 
© 116, At another time as I fate by the fire 
in my houſe, and muſing on my wretched 
neſs, the Lord made that alſo a preciou 
word unto me, Foraſmuch then as childrm 
are partakers of the fleſh and blood, he alj 
himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame, that thri 
death he might deſtrey him that had the power 
of death, that is, the Devil; and deliver thiſe 
who through the fear of death, were all their 
liſe ſubject to bondage, Heb. 2. 14, 15. Iſt. 
thought that the glory of theſe words was 
then ſo weighty on me, that I was both pou 
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and twice ready to ſwoon as I fate; yet not 
with grief and trouble, but with ſolid joy and 
peace, | | 1 

117. At this time alſo I fate under the mi- 
niſtry of holy Mr, Gifford, whoſe doctrine, 
by God's grace, was much for my ſtability, 
This man made it much his buſineſs to deliver 
the people of God from all thoſe unſougd teſts, 
that by nature we are prone to, He would 
bid us take' ſpecial heed, that we took not up 
any truth upon truſt ; as from this, or that, 
or any other man or men ; but cry mightily to 
God, that he would convince us of the reality 
thereof, and ſet down therein by his own fpirit 
in the holy word; for, ſaid he, if. you do other- 
wiſe, wl:.n te 1ptations come, if ſtrongly, you 
not having received them with evidence from 
heaven, will find you want that help and 
ſtrength, now to refiſt, that once you thought 
you had, | 
118, This was as ſeaſonable to my ſoul as 
the former and latter rain in their ſeaſon ; 
for I had found, and that by ſad experience, 
the truth of theſe his words ; (for I had felt 
no man can ſay, eſpecially when tempted by 
the Devil, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, but by 
the Holy Ghoſt, ) Wherefore I found my 
ſoul, through grace, very apt to drink/in this 
doctrine, and to incline to pray to God, that 
in nothing that pertained to A* glory, 


and my own eternal happineſs, would 
ſuffer me to be without the confirmation 
Mts thereof 
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thereof from heaven; for now I ſaw clearly, 
there was an exceeding difference betwixt the 
notion of the fleſh and blood, and the revela- '* 
tion of God in heaven; alſo a great difference 
betwixt that faith that is feigned and according 
to man's wiſdom, and of that which comes by 
a man's being born thereto of God, Matt. 16. 
15. 1 John 5. 1. | 
119. But, Oh ! now, how was my foul led 
from truth to truth by God ! even from the 
birth and cradle of the fon of God, to his ac- 
cefſion, and ſecond coming from heaven to judge 
the world, | 
120. Truly, I then found, upon this ac- 
count, the Great God way very good unto 
me ; for, to my remembrance, there was not 
any thing that then cried unto God, to make 
| known, and reveal unto me, but he was 
pleaſed to do it for me; I mean, not one part 
of the goſpel of the Lord Jeſus, but I was 
orderly led into it : methought I ſaw with 
- great evidence, from the four evangeliſts, 
the wonderful works of God, in giving Jeſus 
Chriſt to ſave us, from his conception and 
birth, even to his ſecond coming, to Judg- 
ment : Methought I was as if I had ſeen him 
born, as if I had ſeen him grow up, as if I 
had ſeen him walk through this world, from 
the cradle to the croſs; to which alſo, when 
he came, I faw how gently he gave him- 
ſelf to be hanged, and nailed on it, for my 
| fins and wicked doing. Alſo as I was muſing 
on this his progreſs, that droped on my uns 
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was ordained for. the laughter, 1 Pet. 1, 
, 20. | | 
121. When I have conſidered alſo the truth 
this reſurrection, and have remember'd that 
ord, Touch me not, Mary, &c. I have feen 
if he had leaped out of the grave's mouth, 
rr joy that he was riſen again, and had got 
e conqueſt over our dreadful foes, Fobu 20. 
7. I have alfo, in the fpirit, ſeen him a man 
the right hand of God the father for me; 
nd have ſeen the manner of his coming from 
eaven, to judge the world with glory, and 
ave been confirmed. in theſe things by theſe 
riptures following, As 1. , 10. and 7. 56. 
nd 10. 42, Heb.7. 24. and 8. 38. Rev. 1. 18. 
Theſſ. 4. 17, 18. R 
122. Once I was troubled to know whe. 
r the Lord Jeſus was Man as well as God, 
ind God as well as Man; and truly in thoſe 
Jays, let men ſay what they would, unleſs I 
ad it with evidence from heaven, all was 
othing to me, I counted myſelf not ſet 
own in any truth of God, Well, I was 
much troubled about this point, and could 
not tell how to be reſolved; at laft, that in 
Rev. 5. came into my mind; And I behelg 
and lo, in the midft of the throne, and of the 
four beaſts, and in the mid of the elgers 
ood a lamb, In the midſt of the throne. 
thought I, there is the Godhead ; in the mig 
of the. elders, there is his Manhood: But 
oh! methought this did gliſter ! it was 4 


goodly _ 
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goodly touch, and gave me ſweet. ſatisfaQio 
That other ſcripture alſo did help me much i 
this, To us a child is born, to us a ſon is give 
and the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder 
And his name ſhall be called wonderful coun ſelli 
the mighty God, the everlaſting father, the pr ine 
of Peter &c. Ifa. 9: 6. 
123. Alſo beſides theſe teachings of God, ir 

this word, the Lord made uſe of two things t 
confirm me in this truth ; the one was the er: 
rors of the Quakers ; and the other was tie 
guilt of ſin; for as the Quakers did oppoſe the 
truth, ſo God did the more confirm me in it; 
by leading me into the ſcripture that did won. 
derfully maintain it. 

124. The errors that this people then main- 
* tained, were, 

I, That the holy ſcriptures were not tht 
word of God. 

2. That every man in the world had the pi. 
rit of Chriſt, grace, faith, &c. 

3. That Chriſt Jeſus, as crucified, and dying 
ſixteen hundred years ago did not ſatisfy divine 
juſtice for the ſins of the people. 

4. That Chriſt's fleſh and blood was within 
the ſaints. 

5. That the bodies of the good and bad that 
are buried in the church. yard, ſhall not ariſe 
again. 

6. That the reſurrection is paſt with good 
men already. 

7. That the man Jeſus, that was crucified 
between two thieves, on Mount Calvary, 
in 
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the land of Gwen by Feruſalem, was not 
ended above the ſtarry heavens. | 
8. That he ſhould not, even the ſame Jeſus 
at died by, the hand of the Fes, come again 
the laſt day; and as man, judge all na- 
int 775 Se. 
125. Many more vile and abominable things | 
ere in thoſe days fomented by them, by 
hich I was driven to a more narrow ſearch of / 
e er Me ſcriptures, and was, through their light 
d teſtimony, not only enlightned, but great- 
> thi confirmed and comforted in the truth; and 
witz ſaid, the guilt of fin did help me much; 1 
r ſtill as that would come upon me, the blood 
Chriſt did take it off again, and again, and 
{Wain ; and that too fweetly according to the 
ripture, O friends! cry to God to reveal 
ſus Chriſt unto you; there is none teacheth 
ce him, 
126, It would be too long here to ſtay, to 
l you in particular how God did ſet me down 
ving@ all the things of Chriſt, and how he did, that 
vineſe might do ſo, lead me into his words 3 yea, 
d alſo how he did open them unto me, and 
ake them ſhine before me, and cauſe them 
o dwell with me, talk with me, and comfort 
that hne over and over, both of his own being, and 
riſeſhbe being of his ſon, and ſpirit, and word, and 
oſpel. 
ood = Only this, as I faid before, I will ſay 
nto you again, that, in general, he was plea- 
fied d to take this courſe with me; firſt, to 
„ ffer me to be atflicted with temptati- 
ing : ons 


| Chriſt. 
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ons concerning them, and then reveal the 
to me: as ſometimes I ſhould lie under pre 
guilt for ſin, even cruſhed to the groun 
therewith ; and then the Lord would ſhe 
me the death of Chriſt ; yea fo ſprinkle | 
conſcience with his blood, that I ſhould fin 
and that before I was aware, that in 

conſcience, where but juſt now did rei 


and rage the law, even there would reſt a 
abide the peace and love of God, throug 


128. Now I had an evidence, as I though 
of my ſalvation from heaven, with many golde 
ſeals thereon, all hanging in my ſight : Non 
could I remember this manifeſtation, and th 
other diſcovery of grace with comfort; ani 
ſhould often long and deſire that the laſt dj 
were come, that I might be for ever inflam« 
with the ſight, and joy, and communion with 
in, whoſe head was crowned with thorns, whok 
face was ſpit on, and body broken, and ou 
made an offering for my fins : For whereas he- 
fore J lay continually trembling at the monuti 
of hell, now methought I was got ſo far there. 
from, that I could not, when 1 looked back, 
' ſcarce diſcern it: And, oh] thought I, that! 
were fourſcore years old now, that I might 
die quickly, that my foul might be gone to 
reſt. 
129. But before I had got thus far out 0 
theſe my temptations, I did greatly long to 
ſee ſome ancient godly man's, experience, 
Who had writ ſome hundred of years bo 
- | ore 


\ 
* 
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Pre I was bort; for, for thoſe who had writ »} 
Wn our days, I thought (but I deſire them now 
o pardon me) that they had writ only that 
which others felt ; or elle had, through the 
rength of their wits and parts, "ſtudied to an- 
wer ſuch objections, as they perceived others 
were perplexed with, without going down 
hemſelves into the deep. Well, after man 
uch longings in my mind, the God, in ke vo HE 
ands are all our days and ways, did caſt into 
y hand (one day) a book of Martin Luther; 
t was his comment on the Galatians ; it alſa 
s ſo old, that it was ready to fall piece from 
ece if I did but turn it over, Now I was 
pleaſed much, that ſuch an old book had fallen 
into my hands ; ; the which, when I had but a 
Wittle way peruſed, 1 found my condition in his 
experience, ſo largely and profoundly handled, as. 
if his book had been written out of my heart. 
his made me marvel ; for thus, thought I, this 
man could not know any thing of the ſtate of 
JChriſtians now, but wy needs write and ſpeak. 
outhſſ{the experience of former days. | 
here 130. „ he doth moſt gravely, alſo in 
ack, Fs book, debate of the riſe of theſe temp. 
at i tations, namely, blaſphemy, deſperation and 
lige be like ; ſhewing, that the law of Moſes as 
e to well as the Devil, death, and hell, hath a 
very great Hand therein : the which, at firſt, 
was very ſtrange to me q but conſidering and 
watching, I found it ſo indeed. But of par- 
ticulars Here, I. * nothing; only this 
methinks 


* 


ut of 
2 de 
-nce, 
be- 
fore 
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methinks I muſt let fall before all men, I d 
PR this book of Martin Luther upon the Gy 


atians, (excepting the Holy Bible) before all th 
books that ever I have ſeen, as moſt fit for 


* 1 


wounded conſcience. _ | 
131. And now I found, as I thought, that] 
loved Chriſt dearly : oh! methought my (ſoul 
cleaved unto him, my affections cleaved unt 


him: I felt love to him as hot as fire, an 


now, as Fob ſaid, I thought I ſhould die in my 
neſt; but I did quickly find, that my gre: 
love was but little; and that I, who had, as! 
thought, ſuch burning love to Jeſus Chriſt, 
could let him go again for a very trifle, God can 
tell how to abaſe us, and can hide pride from 
man. Quickly after this my love was tried to 
purpoſe, „ 3 
132. For after the Lord had, in this man- 
ner, thus graciouſly delivered me from thi 


great and ſore temptation, and had ſet ment 


down ſo ſweetly in the faith of his holy goſpel, 
and had given me ſuch ſtrong conſolation, and 
bleſſed ' evidence from Heaven, touching my 
intereſt in his love through Chriſt ; the temp- 
ter come upon me again, and that with a 
more grievous and dreadful temptation than be- 
fore. 5 

133. And that was, to ſell and part with 
' this moſt bleſſed Chriſt, to exchame him for 
the things of this life, for any thing, The 
temptation lay upon me for the ſpace of a 
year, and did follow me ſo continually, that [ 
was not rid. of it one day in a month ; no, 


Not 
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It ſometime one hour in many days together, 


pew when I was aſleep, 

134. And though, in my judgment, FT? was 
-rſuaded, that thoſe who were once effeu- 
ly in Chriſt, (as T hoped through his grace, 
had ſeen myſelf ) could' never loſe him for. 


Jer; (for the land ſhall not be fold for ever; 


ir the land is mine, ſaith God, Lev. 25, 23. ) 
et it was a continual vexation to me, to think 
hat I ſhould have ſo much as one ſuch thought 
within me againſt a Chriſt, a Jeſus ; that had 
lone for me as he had done; ; and yet then I 
ad almoſt none others, but ſuch blaſphemous 
ne, 

135. But it was neither my diſlike of the 
hought, nor yet any deſire and ende gur to 
eſiſt it, that in the leaſt did ſhake qy abate the 
ontinuation, or force and ſtrength © Fereof; for 
t did always, in almoſt wl-:tever 1 thought, 


intermix itſelf therewith, in ſuc. fort, that I. 


ould neither eat my ſood, ſtoop for. a pin, 
hop a ſtick, or caſt mine eye , look on this 
r that, but ſtill the temptation ' would come, 
ell Chriſt for this, or ſell Chrift for that; fell 
him, ſell him, 

126. Sometimes it would run in my thoughts, 
not ſo little as a hundred times together, /e/l 
him, ſell him, ſell him : Againſt which, I may q, 
ſay, for whole hours together, I have been 
forced to ſtand as continually .leaning and 
forcing my ſpirit againft it, leaft haply, before 

were aware, ſome wicked thought might 
ariſe in my heart, that might conſent * 
an 
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and ſometimes the tempter would make n bog 
believe I had conſented to it, but then ſho 
I be, as tortured upon a rack, for whole da 
together. . 8 
137. This temptation did put me to ſud, 
ſcares, left I ſhould at ſome times, I ſay, con 


ſent thereto, and be overcome therewith, th = 
by the very force of my mind, in labourinj4 
to gainſay and reſiſt this wickedneſs, my verſ., . 
body would be put into actiom or motio 1 
by way of puſhing or thruſting with mes 


hand or elbows ; ſtill anſwering, as faſt a 
the deſtroyer ſaid, Sell him; I will not, I wil 
not, I will not; no, not for thouſands, thouſandi 


thouſands of worlds Thus reckoning, leſt | | l 
ſhould, in the midſt of theſe aſſaults, ſet too ge 


low a value on him, even until I ſcarce well 
knew wheres I was, or how: to be compoſed, 
again. | | 
138. At theſe ſeaſons he would not let me tr. 
eat my foog. at quiet; but, forſooth, when 
was ſet at the table at any meat, I muſt go 
hence to pray; I muſt leave my food now, and 
juſt now, ſo counterfeit holy alſo would this 
Devil be. When I was thus tempted, I ſhould 
ſay in myſelf, Now I am at meat, let me make 
an end, No, ſaid he, you muſt do it now, or you 
will diſpleaſe God, and deſpiſe Chriſt. Where- 
fore I'was much afflifted with theſe things; 
and becauſe of the finfulneſs of my nature, 
(imagining that theſe were impulſes from God) 

J ſhould, deny to do it, as if I denied God ; 
and then ſhould I not be as guilty, In 
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not obey a temptation of the Devil, as if I 
j broken the law of God indeed. _ 

129. But to be brief, one morning as I did 
in my bed, I was, as at other times, moſt 
cely aſſaulted with this temptation, ta ſall 
WA part with Chrift ; the wicked ſuggeſtions 
Il running in my mind, Sell him, ſell him, 
him, ſell him, fell him, as faſt as a man 
Id ſpeak : Againſt which alſo, in my mind, 
at other times, I anſwered, No no, not for 
wands, thouſands, thoyſands, at leaſt twenty 
es together: But at laſt, after much ſtri- 
g, even until I was almoſt out of breath, 
elt this thought paſs through my heart, Let 
n go, if he will ; and I thought alſo, that I 
my heart freely conſent thereto, Oh, the 
igence of Satan! Oh, the deſperateneſs of 
an's heart! EIN 
140. Now was the battle won, and down 
| I, as a bird that is ſhot from the top of 
tree, into great guilt, and fearful deſpair, 
us getting out of my bed, I went moping 


an heart as mortal man, I think, could 
ar; where, for the ſpace of two hours, I 
as like a man bereft of life, and, as now, 


ate Bit all recovery, and bound over to eternal pu- 
eu ment. | | 
ra 141, And withal, that ſcripture did ſeize 


on my ſoul, Or prophane perſon, as Eſau, 
utc, Ws, for one morſe! of meat, ſold his birth- 
Wy pht : For ye know, how that afterwards, 
HI be would have inherited the bleſſing, he 


_ was 


o the field; but, God knows, with as hea- - 
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10 WOT for he found no place of repe 
ance, though he ſought it carefully with tear; 
Heb, 12. . 17. | 

142. Now was I as one bound, I felt m 
ſelf ſhut up upon the judgment to come; . 
thing now, for two years together, wou 
* with me, but damnation, and an eexct 

ation of damnation : I ſay nothing no 
10 abide with me but this; 3 fave ſome fe 
moments for relief, as in the n you u 
ſee. min 

143. Theſe words were to. my ſoul, lik 
fetters of braſs to my legs, in the . continulWſtrix 
ſound of which, I. went for. ſeveral . montiii 
together. But about ten or eleven a clock q 
that day, as I was walking under an hed 
(full of ſorrow and guilt, God knows) anWſac 
bemoaning myſelf from this. hard hap, th: 


der 
ſet 

he 

alſo, 


ſuch a thought ſhould ariſe within me, ſud} 1 
denly this ſentence ruſhed in upon me. Nou. 
blood of Chriſt remits all guilt, At this I mak pra 


a ftand in my fpirit: With that, this won 
took hold upon me, The blood of Feſus Chrillf 
his own ſon, cleanſe us from all fin, 1 Job rol 
I. 7. 
144. Now I began to conceive peace in m 
| ſoul, and methought I ſaw, as if the temp - and 
ter did leer and ſteal away from me, as being 
aſhamed of what he had done. At the ſam: 
time alſo I had my fin, and the blood aff 
Chriſt, thus repreſented to me, that my fin, 
when compared to the blood of Chriſt, wa 
no more to it, than this little clod of Gs 

ore 
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repentMhefore me, is this vaſt and wide field that here 
tear fee. This gave me good encouragement for 
he ſpace of two or three hours; in which time 
t myMWalſo, wary 0 6 I ſaw, by faith, the ſon of 
nod, as ſuffering for my ſins : but becauſe it 
arried not, I therefore funk in my ſpirit, under 
xceeding guilt again. Dee py 
145. But chiefly by the aforementioned ſerip- 
ure concerning Eſau's ſelling of his birth- right; 
for that ſcripture would lie all day long in my 
mind, and hold me down, ſo that T could by | | 
Wo means lift up myfelf ; for when I would 
ſtrive to turn to this ſcripture, or that, far re- 
lief, ftill that ſentence would be ſounding in 
me; for ye know how that afterwards, when he 
hedyroreld have inherited the bleſſing, he found no” 
s) anWlace ' of repentance, though he ſought it carefully 
„ that / tears. 1 PERL TR 
„ ful] 146. Sometimes, indeed, T ſhould” have a. 
. Touch from that in Zuke 22. 31. have 
madſrayed for thee that thv faith fail not; but it 
worlwould not abide upon me; neither could I 
ChrifWndeed, when J conſidered my ſtate, find 
| Jotnſſeround to conceive in the leaſt, that there 
| ſhould be the root of that grace in me, ha- 
in myſving ſinned as I had done. Now was I tore 
temp-ſſand rent in an heavy caſe, for many days to-—- 
| beingſgether. r Ca A 
> ſam} 147. Then began I with fad and careful 
heart, to conſider of the nature and large- 
neſs of my fin, and to ſearch into the word 
ff God, if I could NY place eſpy a 4 6 
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of promiſe, or any encouraging ſentence hy 
which I might. take relief. Wherefore I be- 
gan to conſider that of Mark 3. All manner » 

Fs and blaſphemies ſhall be forgiven unto thi 
ſons of men, wherewith ſoever they ſhall blaſ. 
pheme. Which place, methought, at a bluſh, 
did contain a large and glorious promiſe, for 
the pardon - of high offences; but conſider. 
ing the "ang more fully, I thought it was m. 
ther to be underftood, as relating more chiefly 
to thoſe who had, while in a natural eſtate, 
committed ſuch things as there are mention- 
ed; but not to me, who had not only re-. 
ceived light and; mercy, but that had both after, if 
and alſo contrary to that, ſo lighted Chriſt az 
TI OS 

148. I feared therefore that this wicked fin 
of mine, might be that ſin unpardonable, of 
which he there thus ſpeaketh : But he that 
ſhall blaſpheme . againſt the Holy Ghoſt, hath ne- 
ver forgiveneſs, but is in danger of eternal dam: 
nation, Mark 3. And I did the rather give 
credit to this, . becauſe of that ſentence in 
the Hebrews, for you know how that after- 
wards, when he would have inberited the bleſ- 
ing, he was rejected; for he found no place 
of Repentance, though he ſought it carefully 
with tears. And this ſtuck always with r. 
- ME, FIRE th Ye N | , 
149. And now "was I both a burthen 'and 
a terror to myſelf ; nor did I ever ſo know, 
as now, What it was to be weary of my life, 
and yet afraid to die. Oh, bow gladly now 


would 
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would J have been any body but myſelf 1 
"Many thing but a man! and in any condition 
but my own !' for there was nothing did paſs 
more frequently over my mind, than that it 
was impoſſible ' for me to forgiven. my 
ah, tranſgreſſion, and to be ſaved from wrath to 
eme. | TO OT 
ler- 150. And now begin I to labour to call 
l- again time that was paſt; wiſhing a thouſand 
eflyMtimes twice told, that the day was yet to 
ate, come, when 1 ſhould be tempted to ſuch a 
on-Wfin, concluding with great indignation, both 
re- Nagainſt my heart, and all aſſaults, how I would 
ter, rather have been torn in pieces, than been 
t Mound a conſenter thereto. But, alas ! theſe 
houghts, and wiſhings, and reſolvings, were 
lin how too late to help me; this thought had paſ- 
oled my heart, God hath let me go, and I am 
that fallen. Oh ! thought I, that it was with mie, 
ne: Ws in months paſt, as in the days when God pre- 
am. erved me, Job 29. 2. 7 Rar pots 
Vc 1512, Then again, being loath and unwil- 
in ing to periſh, I began to compare my fin 
er- Prich others, to ſee if I could find that any 
leſ- f thoſe that wete ſaved, had done as I had 
lace one. So I conſidered David's adultery, 
wil End murder, and found them moſt | heinous 
vith erimes, and thoſe too committed after light. 
ind grace received : but yet by conſidering, 
hat his tranſgreſſions were only ' ſuch as 
rere againſt the law of doſes ; from which 
e Lord Chriſt could, with the conſent of 
is word, deliver him: but mine was againft 
| D 2 _  Bolpdls 


* 


many millions of ſins, for which there is no 


WI - happy fin ! ab, unhappy man]! Theſe thing 
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| goſpel yea, againſt the mediator thereof; I had 


.eth the ſoul without the reach of God's 


—_— 


* 


old my ſaviour. 2 l 
152. Now again ſhould I be as if racked 
upon the wheel, when I confidered, that, be- 
ſides the guilt that poſſeſſed me, I ſhould. be 
ſo void of grace, ſo bewitched. What, thought 
I, muſt it be no fin but this? muſt it needs be 
the great tranſgreſſion? Pſalm 19; 13. Muſt 
that wicked one touch my ſoul? 1 John 5. 
18. Oh, what ſting did I find in all theſe ſenWto 1 


1 tences 1 | 1 


© 153. What, thought I, is there but one fi 
that is unpardonable? but one fin that lay. 


mercy 5 and muſt I be guilty of that.? muſt 
it needs be that? is there but one fin among 6 


forgiveneſs ; and muſt I commit this? oh, un- 


would ſo break and conſound my ſpirit, that 
I could not tell what to do; I thaught at 


times, they would have broke my wits ; and tim 
till, to ravate my miſery, that would run abc 


in my mind, 5 - know how that afterwards, the 
when he 1would have inherited the bleſſing, he wat we 
rejefied. Oh ! none naw the terrors of thoſe ¶ pre 
days but myſelf. 5 | oh 
154. After this 1 began to conſider of Pe. ¶ wc 
ter's fin, which he committed in denying his rat 
maſter : and indeed, this came nigheſt to 1 
mine, of any that 1 could find, for he had ff no 
denied his favigur, as I, after light and mer-Þ 


cy received ; yea, and that too, after warn- I th. 


ing ke 
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ing given him. I alſo conſidered, that he did 
it once and twice; and that, after time to 
conſider betwixt. But though I put all theſe 
ircuniſtances together, that; if poſhble, I might 
fad help, yet J conſidered again, that bis was 
but 4 denial of his maſter, but mine was a ſel- - 
ling of my ſaviour. Wherefore I thought with 
myſelf, that I came nearer to Judas, than either 
to David or Peter. | | 
153. Here again my torment would flame 
out and afflict me; yea, it would grind me, 
ay. Nas it were, to powder, to conſider the preſerya- 
tion of God towards others, while I fell into 
the ſnare ; for in my thus conſidering of other 
nen's fins, and comparing of them with mine 
own, I could evidently ſee, God preferved them, 
notwithſtanding their wickedneſs, and would 
not let them, as he had let me, become a ſon of 
perdition. | 4 5 
156. But, oh, how did my ſoul at this 
time prize the preſervation that God did ſet 
about his people ! ah, how fafely did I ſee 
them walk, whom God had hedged in: They 
wete within his care, protection and ſpecial 
providence : Though they were full as bad as 
I by nature; yet becauſe he loved them, he 
Pe. would not ſuffer them to fall without the 
hi range of mercy : but as for me, I was gone, 
toſ 1 had done it; he would not preſerve me, 
had nor keep me; but ſuffered me, becauſe I was 
er- Ja reprobate, to fall as I had done, Now did 
n- thoſe blefled places, that ſpeak of God's 
ing keeping his people, ſhine like the ſun: before 
„ mes. 
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me, though not to comfort me, yet to ſhew me ing 
the bleſſed ſtate and heritage of choſe whom the ro 
Lord had bleſſed. thro 
157. Now I ſaw, that as God bad his hand 1 
in all providences and | diſpenſations that Win. 
overtook his elect; ſo he had his hand in all mig 
' the temptations that they had to ſin againſt Win. 
him; not to animate them to wickedneſs, MI, | 
but to chuſe their temptations and troubles bre: 
for them; and alſo to leave them, for a time, Non 
to ſuch things only that might not deſtroy, N tha 
but humble them; as might not put them be. Wa. 
yond, but lay them in the way of renew. Ibis 
ing his mercy. But, Oh, what love, what N but 
care, what kindneſs and mercy. did I now chi 
ſee, mixing itſelf with the moſt ſevere and ¶ loc 
dreadful of all God's ways to his people ! he be⸗ 
would" let Dawid, Hezekiah, Solomon, Pe- mi 
ter, and otheh fall, but — would not let the 
them fall into. fin. -unpardonable, - nor into 
hell for fin, Oh, thought I, theſe be the ſin 
men that God hath loved ; theſe be the men | fot 
that God, though he chaſtiſeth them, keeps ce 
them in ſafety by him; and them whom he qu 
makes to abide under the ſhadow of the al- fel 
mighty. But all theſe thoughts added ſor- e 
row, grief and horror to me, as whatever I th 
I now thought on, it was kling « to me, If 28 
I'thought how God kept his own, that was || © 
killing to me; if I thought of how I was Im 
fallen myſelf, that was killing to me. As all Ib. 
things wrought together for the beſt, and to 
do good to them that were the called, accord- Ib 


ing 
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ing to his purpoſe”; ſo'T thought that all things 
wrought for damage, and for my eternal over- 
throw. „ Te 

158. Then again I began to compare my 
ſin with the fin of Judas, that, if poſſible, I 
might find if mine differed from that which, 
in truth, is unpardonable : and, oh] thought 
I, if it ſhould differ from it, though but the 
breadth of an hair, what an happy conditi- 
on is my ſoul in, and by conſidering, I found 
that Judas did this intentionally, but mine 
was . againſt my prayer and ftrivings ; beſides, 
his was committed with much deliberation, _ 
but mine is a fearful hurry, on a ſudden ; all 
this while J was toſſed to and fro, like the 
locuſt, and driven from trouble to ſorrow; 
hearing always the ſound of Eſau's fall in 
mine ears, and of the dreadful conſequences 
thereof. | | ; 

159. Yet this conſideration about of utes his 
ſin was, for a while, ſome little relief to me; 
for I faw I had not, as to the circumſtan- 
ces, tranſgreſſed ſo fully as he. But this was 
2 gone again, for I thought with my- _ 
elf, there might be more ways than one to 
commit this unpardonable fin ; alſo I thought 
that there might be degrees of that, as well 
as of other tranſgreſſions; wherefore, for 
ought I yet could perceive, this Iniquity of 
_ might be ſuch, as might never be paſſed. 


160; I was often now aſhamed, that I ſhould 
be like ſuch an ugly man as Judas: I thought 
Eng <0 & allo 


. alſo how loathſome I ſhould be unto all the 


70 Grace abounding : 
ſaints'in the day of judgment ; inſomuich that 
now I could ſcarce ſee a good man, that I be. 
lieved had a good conſcience, but I ſhould ſeel 


my heart tremble at him, while I was in hi 
preſence, Oh! now I ſaw a glory in walking 


wich God, and what a mercy it was to have a 


good conſcience before him. 

161. I was much about that time tempted 
to contemn myſelf, by receiving ſome falſe opi- 
nions; as, that there ſhould be no ſuch thing as 
a day of judgment, that we ſhould not riſe 
again, and that ſin was no ſuch grievous thing; 
the tempter ſuggeſting thus, yer if theſe things 
ſhould indeed be true, yet to believe otherwil: 
; would yield you eaſe for the preſent, If you muſt 
periſh, neuer torment yourſelf ſo much before 
hand ; drive the thoughts of damning out of your 
mind, by poſſeſſing your mind with ſome ſuch con- 
. cluſions, that Atheiſts and Ranters' uſe to help 
themſelves withal. DES he 
162, But, oh! when ſuch thoughts haye 
led through my heart, how, as it were, with- 
in a ſtep, hath death and judgment been in 


methinks I ſee by this, that Satan will - uſe 
any means to keep the ſoul from Chriſt; 
he loveth not an awakened frame of ſpirit” ; 

ſecurity, blindneſs, darkneſs and error, is the 


very Kingdom and habitation of the wicked 
one. | 


| n | 163, 1 
a | | | 


jected. About this time I did light on that: 


ſpirit, as falt, when. rubved: into» a- freſh.” 


upon my conſcience, for you: know. how that 
aſtetwardt, when. he would. have inherited. the: 
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163. I found it a hard work now to pray 
to God, becauſe deſpair was ſwallowing me 
up; I thought I was as with a tempeſt, driven 
away from God; for always when TI cried to 
God for mercy, this would come in, *T:is tos 
late, I am left, God hath let me fall; not to 

my correction, but my condemnation : my fin 
is unpardonable ; and.] know, concerning Efau,. 
how that after he had ſold his. birth-right, be 
would. have received the bleſſing, but was re- 


dreadful ſtory of that miſerable mortal Fran- 
tis Spira ; a book that was to my troubled+ \ 


wound; every ſentence -ia- that. book, every 
groan of that man, with all the reſt of. his: 

actions in his griefs,. as his tears, his prayers, 
his gnaſhing of teeth, his wringing of hands, 
his twiſting,. and languiſhing, and pining away 
under that mighty hand of God. that. was: 
upon him, were as knives and daggers- in, 
my ſoul ; eſpecially that ſentence of his was 
frightful to me, Man knows the beginning of 

fin, but who bounds the. iſſues. thereof. ? then 
would the former ſentence, as the coneluſi- 
on of all, fall like an hot thunderbolt again 


Being, he was, rejected; for he found. no place 


of repentance, though he ſaught it carefully, with: 
> Pe PTE 
164, Then ſhould I be ſtruck into» a; very 
great. trembling,, inſomuch that. at. ſome: 
| D. 5, time 


72 Grace ns ng 


times I could, for whole days together, feel my 
very body, as well as my mind, to ſhake and 


totter under the ſenſe of this "dreadful judg- 


ment of, God, that ſhould fall on thoſe that 
have finned that moſt fearful and unpardonable 
fin, I felt alſo ſuch a clogging and heat at 


1 my ſtomach, by reaſon of this my terror, that 


I was, eſpecially at ſome times, as if my breaft- 
bone would ſplit aſunder ; then I thought con- 
cerning that of Judas, who by his falling head. 
long any aſunder, and all his bowels guſbed out, 
Acts 1 


165. I feared alſo that this was the mark that 
God did ſet on Cain, even continual fear and 
trembling, under the heavy load of guilt, that 


Wil - he had charged on him for the blood of his 


ther Abel. Thus did I wind, and twine, 
ſhrink, under the burthen that was upon 

which burthen alſo did ſo oppreſs me, that 
I,g6gld neither ſtand, nor go, or lie, either at 

-#& or quiet. 

166. Yet that ſaying would ſometimes come 


A to mind, he hath received gifts for the rebellious, 


Pſal. 68. 18. The rebellious, thought I, why, 
furely they are ſuch as once were under ſub- 
jection to their prince, even thoſe who, after 
they have ſworn ſubjection to his government, 
' have taken up arms againſt him; and this, 
thought I, is my very condition: J once loved 
him, feared him, ſerved him; but now I am a 
rebel; I have fold him, 1 have ſaid, let him * 
if be will; but yet he has BN for ee 
Born why not for me ? | | 

1067. This 


+4561 
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© 167. This ſometime I thought on, and ſhould 
labour to take hold thereof, that ſome, though 


| ſmall, refreſhment, might have been conceived. - 


by me; but in this alſo I miſled of my deſire, 
I was driven with force beyond it; I was like 
a man going to execution, even by that place 
where he would fain creep in and hide himſelf, 
but may not. : „ AE 
168, Again, after I had thus conſidered the 
ſins of the Saints in particular, and ſound mine 
went beyond them, then I began to think 
with myſelf, ſet the caſe I ſhould put all theirs 
together, and mine alone againſt them, might 
I not then find engagement ? for if mine, 


though bigger tha pet hould be but 


equal to all, then thef N Whic pes; for that blood 
that hath virtue enough in it ty waſh away 
all theirs, hath virtue enough in it to waſh i 
mine, though this one be full as big, if not 
bigger than all theirs, Here again, I ſhould con- 
fider the fin of David, of Solomon, of Manaſſeh, 
of Peter, and the reſt} of the great offenders; 
and ſhould affo labour what I might with fair- 
neſs, to aggravatz*and* heighten their fins by 
ſeveral circumſtahices; Wes 
169. I ſhould think with myſelf that Da- 
vid ſhed blood to cover his adultery, and that 
the ſword of the children of Ammon; a 
work that could not be done but by con- 
trivance, which was a great aggravation to 
his fin, but then this would turn upon me: 
Ah! but theſe were but fins againſt the law, 
from which there was a Jeſus ſent to fave 
. D 6 3 them 
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them; but yours is a ſin againſt the ſaviour, and 


who ſhall fave you from that? 
170. Then I thought on Solomon, and how 


he ſinned in loving ſtrange women, in falling 


away to their idols, in building them temples, 
in doing this after light, in his old age, after 
great mercy received: but the ſame concluſion 
that cut me off in the former conſideration, 


cut me off as to this; namely, that all thoſe - 
- were but ſins againſt the law, for which God 


had ptovided a remedy ; but I had fold my ſa- 
K and there remained no more ſacrifice for 

171. I would then add to theſe men's ſins, 
the fins. of Manaſſeh] how that he built Altars 


for idols in the houſe of the Lord; he alſo ob- 


ſerved times, uſed inchantments, had to do 


with wizards; was a wizard, had his familiar 


| 28 burned his children in the fire in ſacri- 
ce to devils, and made the ſtreets of Feruſalem 
run-down with the blood of innocents. 


thought I, are great fins, ſins of a bloody co- 


bur, but yet it would turn again upon me. 


They are none of them of the nature of yours; 
you have parted' with Feſus, you bave fold your 
| ur 


| 172. This one conſideration would always 


kill my heart, my fir ques point bland againſt 
my ſaviour ; and. that too, at that heighth, 


that I had-in my heart ſaid of him, let him 


go if be will, Oh ! methoughts, this fin was. 


bigger than the fins of a country, of a king- 


dom, or of the whole. world, u one par- 


/ 


heſe,. 


donable, 


eee , 


E 
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| donable, nor all of them together was able 


to equal mine; mine outwent them every 
one, , N — / 
173. Now I ſhould find my mind to flee 
from God, as from the face of a dreadfal 
judge; yet this was my torment, I could 
not eſcape his hand: (I is a fearful. thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God, Heb. 10.) 
But, bleſſed be his grace, that ſcripture, in 
theſe flying fits, would call, as running after 
me, I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy 
tranſgreſſions ; and as a cloud, thy fins : Re- 


turn unto me, for 1 have redeemed :thee, Iſa. 


. 22. This, I ſay, woald come in upon my 


mind, when I was fleeing from the face of- 
God; for I did flee from his face, that is, 
my mind and ſpirit fled before him; by rea- 
ſon of his highneſs, I could not endure :- 
Then would the text cry, Return unto me; 
it would cry aloud with a very great voice, 
Return unto me, for I have redeemed thee. In- 
deed this would make me make a little top, 


and, as it were, look over my ſhoulder behind + 


me, to ſee if I could diſcern that the God of 
grace did follow me with a pardon in his 
hand, but I could no ſooner do that, but all 
would be clouded and darkened again by that 
ſentence, For you. know, how that afterwards, _ 
when be wauld haue inherited fad ay - 
found: no place of repentance, gbr 
it 3 tear. Wherefore Lead 
not refrain, but fled, though at ſometimes it 
eried, Return, Ratarn, as it did. hollow after 


-. 7 + 
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me: But I feared to cloſe in therewith, leſt i¶ Jef 


ſhould not come from God; but that other, a 


I faid, was ſtill founding in my conſcience, Fer 


yon know that afterward, when he would have in. 
herited the bleſſing he was rejected, &c. 
174. Once as I was walking to and fro in 
a a good man's ſhop, bemoaning of myſelf in 
my ſad and doleful ſtate, affliting myſelf 
with ſelf-abhorrence for this wicked and un- 
godly thought; lamenting alſo this hard 
hap of mine, for that I ſhould commit fo 
great a fin, greatly fearing I ſhould not be 
pardoned ; praying alſo in my heart, that if 
this ſin of mine did differ from that againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord would ſhew it me. 
And being now ready to ſink with fear, ſud- 
denly there was, as if there had ruſhed in at 
the window, the noiſe of wind upon me, 
but very pleaſant, and as if I heard a voice 
_ ſpeaking, Didf? ever refuſe to be juſtified by the 
Blood of Chrift?. And withal, my whole" life 
of, profeflion paſt was in a moment opened 
to me, wherein I was made to ſee, that de- 
ſignedly I had not: ſo my heart anſwered 


. groaningly, No. Then fell, with power, that 


word of God upon me, See. that ye refuſe not 
him that ſpeateth, Heb 12. 25. This made 
a ſtrange. ſeizure upon my ſpirit ; it brought 
light with it, and commanded a filence in 
my heart, of all thoſe tumultuous thoughts, 
that before did uſe, like maſterleſs hell-hounds, 
to roar and bellow, and make an hideous 


noiſe within me. It ſhewed me alſo, that 


Jeſus 


me! 


tf Jeſus Chriſt had yet a word of grace and 
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mercy for me, that. he had not, as I had 
feared, quite forſaken. and caſt off my ſoul ; 
yea, this was a kind of check for my prone- 
neſs to deſperation : a kind of threatning 
of me, if I did, notwithſtanding my fins, and 
the heinouſneſs of them, venture my ſalva- 
tion upon the ſon of God. But as to my 
determining about this ſtrange diſpenſation, 
what it was, I know. not ; or from whence 
it came, I know not; I have not yet, in 
twenty years time, been able to make a judg- 
ment of it, I thought then here what I ſhould 
be loath to ſpeak. But verily that ſudden ruſh- 
ing wind was, as if an angel had come upon 
me, but both ir, and the ſalvation, I will leave 
until the day of · judgment; only this I fay, it 
commanded a great calm in my foul, it per- 
ſuaded me there might be hope; it ſhewed . 
me, as I thought, what the ſin unpardonable 
was, and that my. ſoul had yet the bleſſed 
privilege to flee . to . Jeſus Chriſt for mercy. 
But, I ſay, concerning this diſpenſation 3 J 
know. not what yet to ſay. unto it; which 
was alſo, in truth, the cauſe, that at firſt I 
did not ſpeak of it in the book; I do now 
alſo leave it to be thought on by, men of | ſound 
judgment. I lay not the ſtreſs of my falva- 
tion thereupon, but upon the Lord Jeſus, in 
the promiſe ; yet ſeeing I am here unfolding 
of. my ſecret things, I thought it might not 
be-altogether inexpedient to let this alſo ſhew 
utfelf, though I cannot. now relate the matter 

C8 as 
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again. 

175. Wherefore ſtill my life hung in doubt 
before me, not knowing which way I ſhould 
, caſt itſelf at the foot of grace, by prayer 


and ſupplication. But oh! it was hard fer 
me now to have the face to pray to this 


offer to look him in the face, againſt whom | 


I going to pray to him for mercy, that 


fote ! I was aſhamed, yea, even confound- 


and have mercy upon my wretched. finful 


as there I did experience it. This laſted 5 1 
the ſavour of it for about three or four days, 
and then I began to miſtruſt, and to deſpair 


* 


tip; only this I found my ſoul deſire, even to 


Chriſt for mercy, againſt whom I hid thus” 
vilely ſinned. It was hard work, I fay, to 


IT had fo vilely ſinned-; and, indeed, I have 
found it as difficult to come to God by prayer, 
after backſliding from him, as to do any other 
things. Oh, the ſhame that did now attend 
me, eſpecially when 1 thought, I am now a 


had ' fo lightly eſteemeq; but a while be⸗ 


ed, becauſe this villainy had been commit- 
ted by me: But I ſaw that there was but 
one way with me, I muſt go to him and 
humble myſelf unto him, and- beg that he, of 
his wonderful mercy, would. ſhow-pity to me, 


foul.” 5 5 | 

176. Which, when the tempter perceived, 
he ſtrongly ſuggeſted to me, That I ought nit 
to pray to God, for prayer was not for any in 


m eaſe, neither could it do me good, becauſe 1 - 
_ had rejeited the mediator, by whom. all prayer: 


Cam. 
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ne with acceptance to God the father ; and 
ithout whom no prayer could come into his pre- 


Ve: Wherefore now to pray, is but to add H, 
ſin ; yea, now to pray, ſeeing God has caft you © 


f, is the next way to anger and offend him more 
lan you ever did before. ' | 


177. For God (faith he) hath been weary orf 


w for theſe ſeveral years already, becauſe you 
re none of bis; your bawlings in his edrs 
aue been no pleaſant voice to him, and there- 
we he let you ſin in this ſin, that you might be 
wite cut off, and will you pray flill ? This the 
Deyil urged, and | ſet forth, that in Numbers, 
when Moſes ſaid to the children of Iſrael, That 
veauſe they would nat go up to poſſeſs the land 
when Cod would have them, therefore for ever 
% did bar them out from thence, though they 
e they might with tears. Numb. 14. 36, 
3], Ve. | | 7 

178. As tis ſaid in another place, Exod. 21. 
14, The man that fins preſurs! ou lv ſhall be 
aten from God's altar, that he may dir; even 
Jacob was by king Solomon, when he thought 
to find ſhelter there, 1 Kings 2. 27, 28, Sc. 
Theſe places did pinch me very ſore; yet my 


caſe being deſperate, I thought with my- | 


ſelf, I can but die ; and if it muſt be fo, it 
ſhall once be ſaid, That ſuch an one died at the 


feet of Chrift in prayer. This I did, but with 
great difficulty, God doth know; and that 


becauſe, together with this, ſtill that ſaying 
about Eſau would be ſet at my heart, even 
like. a flaming ſword, to keep the way of 


the 
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mock me in my miſery, ſaying, That. ſeemg 
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the tree of life, leſt I ſhould taſte thereof a-, 
live. Oh! who knows how hard a thing Nen 


rejected bim. Yea, I thought that he 
whiſpered. this to ſome of them already, on 
they durſt not tell me ſo; neither durſt I al 
them of it, for fear if it ſhould be ſo, it wou. 
make me quite beſides myſelf: Man knows th 
beginning of ſin, (ſays Spira) but who bounds th 
1/ſſues thereof? | 
180. About this time I took an opportunity 
to break my mind to an ancient Chriftian, and 
told him all my caſè: 1 told him alſo, that II. 
was afraid that I had ſinned the fin againſt: the 
Holy. Ghoſt ; and he told me, He thought /i 
to. Here therefore I had but cold comfort; 
but talking a little more with him, I found 
him, though a good man, a great ſtranger to Aff, 
much combat with the Devil, Wherefore I 
9 N to God again, as well as I could, for mercy 
Il, . \ | +4 

181, Now alſo did the tempter begin to 


I had thus parted with the Lord Feſus, and 


pro- 


f anfflooeked him to diſpleaſure, who would have hood 
Ing eaucen my ſoul and the flame of devouring fire, 


iwas now but one way, and that was, To 
ay that God the father would be a mediator 


again, and that I might baue that bleſſed 
t in him, that his bleſſed ſaints enjoyed. 


n Oh! I fav. *twas as eaſy to perſuade 
n to make a new world, a new covenant, - 
new. bible, beſides that we have already, 
spray for ſuch a thing. This was to per- 

de him, that what he had done already 
meer folly, and perſuade him to alter; 
„ to diſannul the whole way of ſalvation: 
nd then would that ſaying rend my ſoul 
under, Neither is there ſalvation in any other; 
there is none other name under heaven, 


nit en among men, wheteby' we muſt": be ſaved, 
n 13 
t sz. Now the free, and full, and graci- 
the words of the goſpel, were the greateſt 
„ment to me; yea, nothing ſo afflicted, me, 
tj the thoughts of Jeſus Chriſt, the remem- 
nd France of a - ſaviour ; becauſe J had caſt him 


f, brought forth the villainy of my fin, and 


to eve, goodneſs, kindneſs, gentlenefs, meek- 
ess, death, blood, promiſes and bleſſed ex- 
4 tations, 7 comforts and conſolations, it 


1 


„ er IR 2 
SD 4 wo = a 


to the chief of Sinners. 81 


e * — 
«Sr. tt _ 
- 2 7 - EET» $7 : 


wixt his ſon and. me, That we might be recon= 


W182, Then did that ſcripture ſeize upon my 
ul, He is of one mind, and wha can turn 
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ny loſs by it, to mind; nothing did twinge _ 
y conſcience like this: Every thing that! 
bought of the Lord Jeſus, of his grace, 


went 
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82 Grace abnmding 
parted with, whom you have ſlighted, dach 
you have no part nor lot in this Feſus, 
neſi, but yourſelf to be no partaker of it. 


2 to walk continually with him in tlg 


Samuels, 1 Cam. 16. 4. 


went to my ſoul like a ſword ; for ſtill, u 
theſe my conſiderations of the Lord © Je\ 
theſe thoughts would make place for the 
ſelves in my heart; Ii, this it the. Joſus, 
loving ſaviour, the fon of* Cod, tuhom vo. N 


and abuſed: This is the only ſaviour, the 6 
fawiour, the only redeemer, the only one "tha 
could fo lobe ſinners, as to 1aſh them frail 
their fins in his own moſt precious blood ; þ 


have put him from you, yon have - ſaid in 
heart, Let Fa: o if he will. Now thun 
fore you are ſevered from him ; you bave ſa 
red yourſelf from bim Behold then hit gulf 


thought I, What have I loſt ! What have 
parted with! What has diſinherited my pot 
ſoul! Oh! *tis ſad to be deftroyed by - th 
race and mercy of God; to have the lam 
the ſaviour, turn lion and deſtroyer, Rev. h 
I alſo trembled, as I have faid, at the ſight e 
the ſaints of God, eſpecially at thoſe ' that 
greatly loved him, and that made it their buſi- 


orld ; for they did, both in their words, theit 

rriages, and all their expreſſions of tendei-· 

eſs and fear to fin againſt their precious ſaviour, 
condemn, lay guilt upon, and alſo add continuil 
affliction and ſhame unto my ſoul. The "dread ge 
of them was upon me, and I trembled at God's 


| ; 84. Now 
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184, Now alſo; the tempter began afreſh 
mock my ſoul another way, . ſaying, That 
% indeed did pity my caſe, and was forry Te 
V my loſs ; but faraſninch as I had ſinned and 

anſerefſed, as 1 had done, he could by no 
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ens help me, nor ſove me from what I feared ; F 
4/11 in was not of the nature of theirs, = 
e hr whom he - bled and died; neither was it 1 


ted with thoſe that ere laid ta hit charge 
ben. he hanged on à tree: Therefore, unleſs he 
uld come down from heaven, and die anew 
this ſin, tbough indeed be did, :greatly pity 
he, yet I could haue no benefit of bim. Thefe 
ings may ſeem ridiculous to others, even 
; ridiculous as they were in themſelves, but 
me they were moſt tormenting thoughts; 
ery of them augmented my miſery, 
at Jeſus Chriſt ſhould have ſo much love 
to pity me, when yet he could not help me, 
Wor did I think that the reaſon why he could 
hot help me, was, becauſe his merits were 
ak, . or his grace and ſalvation ſpent on 
thers already, but becauſe his. faithfulneſs 
o his threatnings, would not let him extend 
Ws mercy to me. Beſides, I thought as I 
ave already hinted, that my fin was not 
their rithin the bounds of that pardon, that was 
der · Nrrapped up in a promiſe; and, if not, then I 
our, new ſurely, that it was more eafy for hea- 
nul en and earth to paſs away, than for me: to: have 
eternal life. So that the ground of all theſe 
od';Fars. of mine did ariſe from a ſtedfaſt be- 
kf. that I had of the ſtability af the: — 5 
. . | | . woTt 
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84 Grace abounding 
word of God, and alſo from my being miky 
formed of the nature of my ſin. 
185. But, oh ! how this would add to n 
affliction, to conceit that I ſhould be gui 
of ſuch a. ſin, for which he did not di 
Theſe thoughts did ſo - confound me, and in 
priſon. me, and tie me up from faith, that 
knew not what to do: But oh ! thought 
that he would come down again ! Oh that thi 
work of man's redemption' was yet to be don 
by Chriſt ! How would I pray him, an 
intreat him, to count and 'reckon this fl 
among, the reſt for which he died! but ' thi 
| ſcriptute would ftrike me down as dead 
Chriſt being raiſed from the dead, dieth 1 
more, death hath no more dominion over bm 
Rom. 6. 9. . Dire #619) 2, 
185. Thus by the ſtrange and unuſual at 
faults | of the tempter, was my. ſoul like 1 
broken veſſel, driven as with the winds, an 
toſſed ſometimes | headlong into deſpair; 
ſometimes upon the covenant of works, and 
ſometimes to wiſh that the new covenant, i 
and the conditions thereof, might ſo far forth 
as I thought myſelf concerned, be turned, ano- 
ther way, and changed. But in all theſe, If 
was' as thoſe that joſtle againſt the roch; 
more broken,” ſcattered and rent. Oh, the un- 
thought - of imaginations, frights, fears and 
terrors, that are effected by a thorough ap- 
plication of guilt, yielding to deſperation! 
This is the man that hath his dwelling among 
the tombs with the dead, that is always c- 
| ; * an 


ie aut, and _ himſelf with ſtones, Mark 

3, 4, 5. But I fay, all in vain; deſpera- 
Son will not comfort him, the old covenant 
ill not fave him: Nay, heaven and earth 
hall paſs away, before one jot or tittle of the 
ord and law of grace will fail or be remo- 
d. This I ſaw, this I felt, and under this I 
daned ; / yet this advantage I got thereby, 


the way of ſalvation, and that the ſcriptures 


neſs of- Jeſus Chrift, the rock of man's ſal- 
ation : What was done could not be undone, 
Jed to, nor altered. I ſaw, indeed, that fin 
light drive the ſoul beyond Chriſt, even the 


at was ſc driven, for the word would ſhut 
im out. F nine 
187. Thus was I always _—_ 


did think or do. So one day I walked to 


forth auſe, about the moſt: fearful ſtate my ſin 
ano - Nad brought me to; and after long muſing, I 


„Ie up my head, but methought I ſaw, as - 


; the ſun that ſhineth in the heavens did 
un- Frudge to give light. And as if the very 


aniſh me out of the world; I was abhorred 
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mely, a farther confirmation of the certaintyß 


in ere the word of God. Oh! I cannot now 
preſs what then I ſaw and felt, of the ſtea- 


which is unpardonable ; but woe to him 


whatever - 


neighbouring town, and fat down upon a 
ant, ſettle in the ftreet, and fell into a very deep 


tones in the ftreet, and tiles upon the hou- 
, did bend themſelves againſt me; me- 
tought that they all combined together to 


| them, and unfit to dwell among them, or 
15 be 
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be partaker of their benefits, becauſe Þ Had {ſparc 
ned againſt the Saviour. Oh, how happy. no 
al was every creature over I was | For they ſtodfwh: 

„ — and kept their ſtation, but I was gone aſh 
| Gn good noma hg | 
188. Then breaking out in the bitter 

of my ſoul, I faid to my foul, with a grievo 
. ſigh, ow can God comfort ſuch a wreteh! 
I had no ſooner ſaid it, but this returned w 
on me, as an eccho doth anſwer” à voi 
This fin is not unto death, At which I wa 
as if I had been raiſed out of the grave, aWwat 
cried out again, Lord, how could/ft thou fu be 
out ſuch a word as this For I was filled wich 
admiration at the fitneſs, and at the une bri 
pectedneſs of the ſentence, the fitneſs of ne 
word; the rightneſs of the timing of it of 
the power, and ſweetneſs, and light, 280 po. 
glory, that came with it alſo, was marve Hof 
lous to me to find, I was now, for the time lea 
out of doubt, as to that, about which I U fre 
much was in doubt before; my fears before 
- were, that my ſin was not pardonable, and 6 
that I had no right to pray, to repent, &c,'0r 
that if I did, it would be of no advantage 
or profit to me. But now, thought I, if hi 
in is not unto death, then it is pardonable; 
therefore from this I have encouragement to 
come to God by Chriſt for mercy, to conf 
iq der the promiſe of forgiveneſs, as that Which 
ſtands with open arms to receive me, as wel 
2s others. This, therefore, was a great eaſe- 
ment to my mind, to wit, that my ſin wa 
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1d {yþardonable, that it was not the ſin unto death, 
y nat John 5. 16, 17.) None but thoſe that know 


thay 
102 at 


what: my trouble (by their own experience 
was, Can tell what relief came to my ſoul, 
y this conſideration. It was a releaſe to me 


Jom my former bonds, and a ſhelter from my 
ormer ſtorms: I ſeemed now ta ſtand upon 


dame ground with other ſinners; and to have 


1 en prayer as any of 


189. Now I ſay, I was in hopes that my fin 


ens not unpardonable, but that there might 


de hopes for me to obtain forgiveneſs, But, 


ch! bow ſatan did now lay about him, for to 


bring me down again I but he could by no 


neans do it, neither this day nor the moſt: part 


it Wof the next, for this ſentence ſtood like a mill- 


au poſt at my back: yet towards the 


Jen me, as an echo, or ſounding again, 7 


of the next day, I felt this word begin 40 
be me, and to withdraw its ſupportation 
from me ; and ſo I returned to my old fears 
again, but with a great deal of grudging and 
peeviſhneſs, for I feared the ſorrow of de- 
dar nor could my ' faith now long retain this 
word, - we Be. Eh 

190. But the next day at evening, being un- 
der many fears, I went to ſeek the Lord, and 

| prayed, I cried, and my foul cried'to him 
in theſe words, with ſtrong eries; O Lord, 


I befeech thee ſhew me, that thou haſt loved "me 


with everlaſting love,” Jer. 31. 3. I had no 
ſooner ſaid it, but with ſweetneſs this returned 
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88 Grace abounding 
| have loved thee with an everlaſiing love.” No 
I went to bed in quiet; alſo when I awaked the, 
next morning, it was freſh upon my ſoul ; and 
I believed it, „ ante Fai 
| 191. But yet the tempter left me not, for i 
could not be ſo little as an hundred times, that 
he, that day, did labour to break my peace. 
Oh, the combats and conflicts: that 1 did then ., 
meet with, as I ſtrove to hold by this word, 
That of Eſau would fly in my face like light. 
ening : I ſhould be ſometimes up and dom. . 
twenty times in an hour; yet God did bear me 
out, and keep my heart upon this word, from 
which I had alſo, for ſeveral days together, very 
much ſweetneſs, and comfortable hopes of par- 
don: Fer thus it was made out unto me; J 1 
loved thee whilft tbou waſt committing this fin, 1 
loved thee before, I love thee flill, and will lov 
thee for ever. TIE T he 
192. Yet I ſaw my fin moſt barbarous, and 
a filthy crime, and could not but conclude, wich. 
great ſhame and aſtoniſhment, that I had hor- x7 
ridly abuſed the holy ſon of God; wherefore . 
I felt my foul greatly to love and pity him, a 
and my bowels. to yearn towards him; for "i 
I ſaw he was till my friend, and did re- 
ward me good for evil; yea, the love and 0 
affection that then did burn within, to my; 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, did work it 
- this time, ſuch a ſtrong and hot defire of fe- 
vengement upon myſelf, for the abuſe I had Ne 
done unto him, that, to ſpeak as I then thought, 
had I a thouſand gallons of blood within my 
| | | 1 vent 


Saviour. 


the command and feet of this my Lord and 
193. And as I was thus muſing, and, in my 
ſtudies, conſidering how to love the Lord and 


to expreſs my love to him, that ſaying came 
in upon me, f thou, Lord, fhoulde/} mark 
miquity, O Lord, who ſhould fland : But there 
is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayeſt be 


feared, Pſalm 130. 4. Theſe were good words 
to me, eſpecially the latter part thereof, to wit, 


that there is forgiveneſs with the Lord, that 


he might be feared ; that is, as then I under- 
ſtood it, that he might be loved, and had in re- 


yerence ; for it was thus made out to me, That 


the great God did ſet ſo high an efteem upon- the 


love of his poor creatures, that rather than be 
would go without their ove, be would pardon 


their tranſgreſſion; 


194. And now was that word fulfilled on 


me, and I was alſo refreſhed by it, Then Hall 
they be aſhamed and confounded, and. never open 
their mouth any more, becauſe of their ſhame, 


when 1 am pacified towards them for all that 


they have done, ſaith the Lord God, Ezek. 16. 
36. Thus was my ſoul at this time (and as I 
then did think for ever) ſet at liberty from be- 
ing afflicted with my former guilt and amaze- 
ment, FI | n 

195. But before many weeks were gone, I 
began to deſpond again, fearing leſt, notwith- 
ſtanding all that I * enjoyed, that I might 


"M0 
- 


to the chief of Sinners, 89 
"Fveins, I could ſreely then have ſpilt it all, at 


4 
* 
9. 
* 
5 

5 - 
7 
1 
” 
* 
2 


4 


" morſel of meat, ſold his birth-right. 
| know how that afterwards, when he would have 
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be deceived and deſtroyed at laſt; for this con- 


ſideration came ſtrong into my mind, That 
whatever comfort and peace I thought I might 
have from the word of the promiſe of life, 
yet unleſs there could be found in my refreſhs 
ment, a concurrence and agreement in the ſcrips 
ture, let me think what I will thereof, and boli 
it never fo faft, I ſhould find no ſuch thing at the 
end 3 for the ſcripture cannat be broken, John 
LO. 35. | 

196. Now began my heart ga to ake, 
and fear I might meet with a diſappointment 
at laſt, Wherefore I began with all ſerioub 
neſs to examine my former comfort, and to 
conſider whether one that had ſinned as I had 
done, might with confidence truſt upon the faith- 
fulneſs of God, laid down in thoſe words, by 
which I had been comforted, and on which 
I had leaned myſelf : but now were brought 
to my mind, For it is impoſſible for theſe, 
who were once enlightened, and have taſted the 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the good word of 
God, and the powers of the world to come, if 


they ſhall fall away, to renew them again into 


repentance, Heb. 6. For, if we fin wwilfully, 


after we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remains no more ſacrifice for ſin, 


but a certain fearful looking for of judgment 
and indignation, which ſball devour the ad- 
verſaries, Heb. 10. Even as Eſau, who 2 one 

'or Nun 


inherited 


— 


T VS oR  % 


to the chief of Sinners, 91 


| inherited the bleſſing, he was rejected, for ht found 


no place of repentance, tho' he ſought it carefully 
with tears, Heb. 12. | 
197. Now was the word of the Goſpel for- 
ced from my foul ; ſo that no promife or en- 
couragement was to be found in the Bible for 
me: and now would that faying work 
my ſpirit to affli't me, Rejoyce not, O Iſrael, 
for joy as other people. Hoſea 9. 1. Fot 1 ſaw, 
indeed, there was cauſe of rejoycing for thoſe 
that held- to Jeſus ; but as for me, I had cut 
myſelf off by my tranſgreffions, and left my- 
ſelf neither foot hold, nor hand-hold, among 
— = ſtays and props in the” Precious words 
of life, 
198. And truly, I did * feel myſelf to 
fink into a gulf, as an houſe whoſe foundation 
is deſtroyed; I did liken myſelf in this con- 
dition, unto the caſe of a child that was fallen 
into a mill-pit, © who, though it could make 
ſome ſhift to ſerabble and praul in the water, 
yet becauſe it could find neither bold for hand 
nor foot, therefore at laſt it muſt die in that 
condition. 80 ſoon as this freſh aſſault had 
faflened on my ſoul, that ſcripture came into 
my heart, This for many days, Dan. 10. 14. 
And, indeed, I found it was 5 for I could 


not be delivered, nor brought to peace again, 


until well nigh two years and an half were 
completely finiſhed. Wherefore theſe words, 
though in themſelves they tended to diſcourage- 
ment,” yet to me, who feared this condition 

E 3 would 


me to ce Then the tempter again laid ly, 


mn in; therefore it was but in vain to pray. 
Vet thought I, T will pray. 
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would be eternal, they were de as an 
help and refreſhment to me, 

199. For thought I, many days are not for 
ever, many days will have an end; therefore 
ſeeing ! was to be afflicted not a few but many 
A 1 yet I was glad it was but for many days, 

us, I ſay, I could recall myſelf ſometime, 
and give myſelf. an help, for as ſoon, as ever 
the word came into my mind, at firſt, I knew 
my trouble would be long, yet this would be 
but ſometimes, for I could not always think I. 
2 this, nor ever be helped by it, though I Haiti 

i 

200. Now. while theſe ſcriptures lay before 
me, and laid fin anew i my door, that fay- 
ing in Zuke 18. 1. with others, did encourage 


at me very ſore, ſuggeſting, That neither the 
mercy of 0% nor get the blood of Chrift, did 
at, all concern me, ner. could they Belp me for 


But, (ſaid the 
tempter) your fin is unpardonable. Mall, ſaid 
I, I will pray. Tir to no boot, ſaid he; yet, 
ſaid I, 7 will pray. So I went to prayer to 
God; and while I was at prayer, 4 uttered 


words to this effect, Lord, Satan tells. me, that 

neither thy mercy, nar. Chril” s blood, is ſufficient 

te fave my ſoul : Lord, ſhall I honour. thee maſt by 

belieuing thou coil aud ranſt ? or him, by believing 

thou either wilt nor canſt ? Lord, I would fain 

honour thee, by believing thay wilt and canſt,., 121 | 
- 201, An 
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201. And as I was thus before the Lord, 
hat ſcripture faſtened: on my heart, [O man 

reat is thy faith, | Mat. 15. 28. even as if one 
"Fad clap'd me on the back, as I was on my 
nees before God: yet I was not able to believe 
'Mhis, that this was 4 prayer of faith till almoſt 
x months after; for I could not think that 1 
id faith, or that there ſhould be a word 
for me to act faith on; therefore I ſhould fill . 
he, as ſticking in the jaws of deſperation, and 
vent mourning up and down, in a fad con- 
lition. 

202. There was nothing now that I longed 
for more than to be put out of doubt, as to 
this thing in queſtion ; and as I was vehe- 
mently deſiring to know, if there was indeed 
hope for me, theſe words came rolling into 
my mind? Vill the Lord caſt off for ever ? 
and will he be favourable no more? ts his mer- 
for ty clean gone for ever; doth his promiſe 
fail for evermore © hath God forgotten to be. 
. BE gracious f hath' he in anger ſbut up his tender 
ald mercies ? Pal. 77. 7, 8, 9. And all the while 


, they run in my mind, methought I had ftill 
to F this as the anſwer, Tig a queſtion whether. he 
ed hath or no; it may be he hath not. Vea, the 
2 interrogatory ſeemed to me to carry in it a 


ſure affir mation, that indeed he had not, or 
by would ſo caſt off, but would be favourable 
chat his promiſe did not fail, and that he hath 
not forgotten to be gracious, nor would in an- 
err ſhut up tender mercy. Something alſo 
| E 4 there 
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there was upon my heart at the ſame time 
which I now cannot call to mind; which, wil 
this text, did ſweeten my heart, and made me 
conclude, that his mercy might not * quit 
gone, not gone for ever. 
203. At another time, I romteniberad; I w; 
again much under this queſtion, J/hethen th 
blood of. Chrift was ſufficient to ſave in ſoul eve: 
in which doubt I continued from morningſWin it 
till about ſeven or eight at night; and at lat, N com 
when I was, as it were, quite worn out with nov 
fear, leſt it ſhould not lay hold on me, theſe of 
words did ſound ſeddenly within my - heart, and 
2 is able. But methought, this word able wh 
was ſpoke loud unto me; it ſhewed a preatÞ the 
word, it ſeemed to be writ in great lerrers, I ing 
and give fach a joſtle to my fear and doubt, N of 
(I mean, for the time it tarried with me, we 
which was about a day) as I never had from I ot! 
that, all my life, either before or after, Heb.7.hy ot 
26. 
204. But one morning, as I was again & he 
prayer, and. trembling under the fear of this, I o! 
that te 'word of God could help me, that piece a 
of a ſentence darted in upon me, My grace In 
is ſufficient, At this, methought, I felt ſome t 
7 
| 
| 


ſtay, as if there might be hopes. But, oh 
how good a thing it is for God to ſend his 
word ! for about a fortnight before, I was 
looking on this very place, and then I thought 
it could not come near my foul with comfort, 
| therefore 1 threw don ny doox in "por? 


then 


Oy 


** : 
. N * 
** * 
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timenen 1 thought it was not large enough for 


e; no not large enough; but now it was 


le neſs if it had arms of grace ſo wide, that it | 
quiteFWrould not only incloſe me, but many more be- 


* 


ſides. „ 

205. By theſe words I was ſuſtained, yet not 
jithout exceeding conflicts, for the ſpace of 
ſeven or eight weeks; ſor my peace would be 
in it, and out, ſometimes twenty times a day, 


comſort now, and trouble 'prefently ; peace + | 


now, and before I could go a furlong, as full 
of fear and guilt as ever heart could hold ; 
and this was not only now and then, but my 
whole ſeven weeks experience; for this about 
the ſufficiency of grace, and that of Eſau's part- 
ing with his birth-right, would be like a pair 
of ſcales within my mind, ſometimes one end 
would be uppermoſt, and ſometimes again the 
other; according to which would be my peace 
or troubles, RA Sia 
206. Therefore I did ſtil} pray to God, that 
he would come in with his ſcripture more fully 
on my heart; to wit, that he would help me to 


apply the whole ſentence, for as yet J could © 


not: that he gave, that I gathered; but fur- 

ther I could not go, for as yet it only helped 

me to hope there might be mercy for me, 

my grace, is ſuffitient. And though it came 

no farther, it anſwered my former queſtions ; 

ta wit, that there was hope ; yet -becauſe /or 

"thee was left out, I was not contented, but 

prayed to God for that alſo, Wherefore one 
| E 5 day, 


4 


. 
= 


| 7, F | #2 2 ; 
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full of ſadneſs and terror, for my fears agai 
were ſtrong upon me, and, as I was now think 


great power ſuddenly break in upon me; m 
race is ſufficient for thee, my grace is ſufficien 
Jer thee, my grate is ſufficient for thee, three 
times together : and, oh ! methought that ever 

| word was a mighty word unto me; as ny 
and grace and ſufficient, and for thee ; they weft 
then, and ſometimes are ftill, far bigger that 


F o 


A 
207. At which time my underſtanding wa 
fo enlightened that T was as though I ha 
feen the Lord Jeſus look down from Heaven, 
through the tiles upon me, and direct thek 
words unto me, This ſent me mourning 
home; it broke my heart, and filled me ful 
of joy, and laid me low as the duſt ; only it 
ſtayed not long with me, I mean in thi 
glory, and refreſhing comfort, yet it conti. 
nued with me for ſeveral weeks, and did en- 
courage me to hope: but as ſoon as that power- 
ful operation of it was taken from my heart, 
that other, about Eſau, returned upon me a 
before; ſo my ſoul did hang as in a pair of 
'fcales again, ſometimes up, and fometimes 


ror, . 
208. Thus I went on for many weeks, ſome- 
mes comſorted, and ſometimes tormented ; and 


* 


day, when 1 was in a meeting of God's people. 


ing, my ſoul was never the better, but mh 
" caſe moſt fad and fearful, thefe words did wit 


down, now in peace, and anon again in ter, 


cial 


ery. f 


the 


e on 
cave 
at. < 
U ould 
nany 

jut t. 
ave 


in! 
vor! 


coul 
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jecially at ſome times my torment would be 


gallery fore, for all thoſe: ſcriptures aforenamed 
. a the! Hebrews would be ſet before me, as 
{he he only ſentences that would keep me out of 
" ""Meaven.' Then again I ſhould begin to repent 
2 hat ever that thought went thro me; 1 


Should-alſo think thus with myſelf, Why, how 
Pm ſcriptures are there again/t me ? there are 
Wut:three or four : and cannot God miſs them, and 
ave me for all them ? ſome times again I ſhould 
ink, h if it were not for theſe three or four 
"Wvords, now how I might be comforted | and 1 
could hardly forbear at ſometimes, but to with 
them out of the book, - © I 
209, Then methought I ſhould ſee. as if 
both Peter and Paul, and John, and all the wri- 
ters, did look with ſcorn upon me, and hold 
me in deriſion; and as if they had faid unto 
me, All our words are- truth, one of as much 
force as the other : It is not we that have cut you 
of, but you have caſt away yourſelf : there is 
none of our ſentences that you muſt take hold upon, 


2 but theſe, and ſuch as theſe : It is impoſſible, there 
„. mains no more ſacrifice ſor ſin, Heb, 6. And 
|| # bad been better for them not to have known the. 
m | will of God, than after they had known it, to turn 


Ka from the holy commandment delivered unto them, 

B Heb. 10. For the ſcriptures cannot be broken, 
2 Pet. 2; 24. „ | 

210. Theſe are the elders of the city. of re- 

fuge'; I ſaw they were to be judges both of my 

u caſe and me, while I ftood, with the Avenger of. 

+ E 6 blood, 
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blood at my heels, trembling at their gate f 
deliverance, alſo with a thouſand fears and mi 
truſts, 1 doubted that he would ſhut me out 
ever, Feſbua 20. 3, 4. 
211. Thus I was conſounded, not knowin 
what to do, nor how to be ſatisfied in th 
queſtion,” Yhether the * could agree 
the ſalvation of my ſoul ? I quaked at the Ap. 
ſtles; I knew their words were erue, and thy 
they muſt ſtand for ever, 
212. And I remember, one day, as T y 
in divers frames of ſpirit, and conlideri | 
that thoſe frames were according to the n 
ture of ſeveral ſoriptures that came in up 
my mind; if this of grace, then was I quiet; 
but if that of E/au, then-tormented. Lord, 
thought I, if both theſe ſcriptures would met 
in my heart at once, I wonder which of then 
would get the better of me, So methought | 
| Had a long mind that they might come both to. 
Seiber upon me; yea, deſired of God they 
might. 
213. Well, about two or three 4 after ol 
they did indeed: they bolted both upon me at 
a time, and did work and ſtruggle ſtrangely in 
me for a while; at laſt that about Eſau's birth- 
Tight began to wax weak and withdraw, and 
vaniſh '; and this about the ſufficiency of grace 
Prevailed with peace and joy. And as I ws 
in a muſe about this thing, that ſcripture came 
home upon me, Merey rejoycath over Judgment, 
James 2. 13. 


6a : „ ; 214, This 


* 
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214. This was a wonderment to me, yet 
truly, I am apt to think it was of God, for the 
word of the law and wrath muſt give place to 
the word of life and grace; becauſe though the 
word of commendation® be glorious, yet the 
word of life and ſalvation doth far exceed in 
glory, 2 Cor. 3. 8, 9, 10, 11. Mark . 5, 6, 7. 
John 6. 37. Alſo that Moſes and Elias muſt 
both vaniſh, and leave Chriſt and his ſaints 
alone. | 
215, This ſcripture did alſo moſt ſweetly 


nl viſit my foul ; And him that cometh to me, 1 © 


will in no wiſe caft out, Oh the comfort that 
I had from this word, in no wiſe / As who 
ſhould ſay, by no means, for nothing whatſoever ' 
be hath done. But Satan would greatly labour 
to pull this promiſe from me; telling of 
me, That Chrift did not mean mie, and ſuch 
as I, but ſinners of a lower rank, that had not 
dene as I had done. But I ſhould anſwer him 
again, Satan, bere is in theſe words no ſuch 
exception ; but him, that comes, him, any him : 


Him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt 


out, And this I will remember ftill, that of 
all the flights that Satan uſed to take this 
ſcripture from me, yet he never did ſo much 
as put this queſtion, But de you come aright? 
And I have thought the reaſon was, becauſe 
he thought I knew full well what coming 
aright was; for I ſaw, that to come aright was 
to come as I was, a vile and ungodly ſinner, 
and ſo caſt myſelf at the feet of mercy,- con- 
1 | demning 


= alſo, 


ö 
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demning myſelf for fin, . If ever Satan and J 
did ſtrive for any word of God in all my life; 
it was for this good word of Chriſt ; he, at one 
end, and'I at the other: Oh, what work we 
made ! it was for this in Fohn, I ſay, that we 
did ſo tug and ftrive : he pulled, and J pulled; 
but God be praiſed, I overcame him, I got 
= ſweetneſs from it. fox 1 LE 

2216. But, notwithſtanding all theſe helps, 
and bleſſed works of grace, yet that of Eſar's 
ſelling of his birth-right would fill, at times, 


diſtreſs my conſcience; for though J had been 


moſt ſweetly comforted, and that but juſt be- 
fore; yet when that came into my mind, it 
would make me fear again, I could not be quite 
rid thereof, it would every day be with me: 
wherefore now 1 went another way to work, 
even to conſider the nature of this blaſphemous 
thought, I mean, if I ſhould take the words 
at the largeſt, and give them their own natu- 
ral force and ſcope ; even every word therein: 
ſo when I had thus conſidered, I found, that if 
they were fairly taken, they would amount to 
this, That I had freely left the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
to his choice, whether he would be my ſaviour or 
#0 ; for the wicked words were theſe, let 
him go if. he will. Then that ſcripture gave me 
| hope, I will never leave thee, nor forſake 
\ - thee, Heb. 1 z. 5. O Lord, ſaid I, but I have 

- deft, thes. Then it anſwered again, but J 
will not leaue thee, For this I thank God 


217. Vet 


* A vo 


to the chief of Sinners. 101 


217. Yet I was grievous afraid he ſhould, 
and found it exceeding hard to truſt him, ſee- 
ing I had ſo offended him; 1 could have been 
exceeding glad that this thought had never be- 
fallen, for then I thought I could, with more 
eaſe and freedom abundance, have leaned on 
his grace. I ſee it was with me as it was with 
Joſeb's brethren ; the guilt of their own wick- 
edneſs did often fill them with fears, that their 
2 would at laſt deſpiſe them, Gen. 50. 15, 
16, c. 7 1 f FE 
218. Yet above all the ſcriptures that J yet 
did meet with, that in Foſbua 20. was the great- 
eſt comfort to me, which ſpeaks of the ſlayer 
that was to flee for refuge, and if the avenger of 
blood purſue the flayer, then, ſaith Moſes, they 
that arg the elders of the city of refuge ſhall not 
deliver him into his hand, becauſe he ſmote his 
neighbour unwittingly, and hated him nat _"_ | 
time. Oh, bleſſed be God for this word; I was 
convinced that I was the ſlayer ; and that the 
Avenger of blood purſued me, I felt with great 
terror; only now it remained that I enquire 
whether I have right to enter the city of re- 
fuge : ſo I found that he muſt not, why lay in 
wait to ſhed blood it was not the wilful mus- 
therer, but he who unwittingly did it, who 
did it unawares, not out of ſpight, or grudge, 
or malice, he that ſhed it unwittingly ; even 
he who did not. hate his neighbour before. 
Wherefore, | 


219, I 
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210, T thought verity T was the man thatſÞ«!! 
muſt enter, becauſe T had ſmitten my neigb- N. 
bour unwittingly, and hated him not aforetimy 8 bir 
T hated him not aforetime ; no, I prayed” unto 
him, was tender of ſinning againft him; yes, 
and againſt this wicked temptation I had'ftroye 
for twelve months before, yea, and alfo when 
it did paſs through my heart, it did in Tpite of 
my teeth: Wherefore. I thought I had right w 
enter this city, and the elders, which are the 
Apoſtles, were not to deliver me up. This there. 
fore was great comfort to me, and did give me 
much ground of hope. | a . 
220. Vet being very critical, for my ſmart 
had made me, that I knew not what ground 
was fure enough to bear me, I had one queſtion 
that my foul did much defire to be refolved 
about, and that was, Whether it be poſſible any 
ſeul that hath indeed ſinned the unpardonable fin, Put 
yet after that to receive tho but the leaft tru: * 
foiritual comfort from God through Chrift ? The 
which, after I had much conſidered, I found the 
anſwer was, No, they could not; and that for 
theſe reaſons : 2 1 5 
221. Firſt, Becauſe thoſe that have ſinned 
that fin, they are debarred a. ſhare in the 
blood of Chriſt ; and being ſhut out of that, 
they muſt needs be void of the leaſt ground 
of hope, and. ſo of ſpiritual comfort, For u 
fuch there remains no more ſacrifice for n, 
+ Heb. 10. 26, 27. Secondly, Becaufe they are 
denied a ſhare in the promiſe of life ; — n 
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ball never be forgiven, neither in this world, 


tha Je | 
eigh.ſhor in that which ir to come, Matt, 12. 31. 


tim; Whirdly, The fon of God excludes them alſo 
untoldom a ſhare in his bleſſed interceffion, being 
Ir ever aſhamed to own them both before his 
holy 8 and the bleſſed angels in Heaven, 
ark 8. 2 
222. When I had with much deliberation 
onfidered of this matter, and could not but 
Fonclude that the Lord had | comforted me, 
nd chat too after this my wicked fin ; then 
thought I durſt venture to come nigh unto 
- Whoſe moſt fearful and terrible ſcriptures, with 
nartWebich all this while I had been ſo greatiy af. 
un} Wrighted, and on which, indeed, before I durſt 
arce caſt mine eye, (yea, had much ado, an 
undred times, to forbear wiſhing them out of 
e Bible) for I thought they would deſtroy me; 
but now, I ſay, I began to take ſome meafure 
f encouragement to come cloſe to them, to 
The bead them and confider them, and to weigh their 
the {cope and tendency. a ; 
for 223. The which, when I began to do, I 
found my viſage changed, for they looked not 
ned Io grimly, as before I thought they did: And 
the Bfirſt I came to the ſixth of the Hebrews, yet 
af, trembling for fear it ſhould ſtrike Me ; which, 
ind when I had confidered, I found that the falling 
6 (there intended, was a falling quite away ; that 
in, $*, as J conceived, a falling from, and an ab- 
are ſolute denying of the goſpel, of remiſſion of 
ey ins by Jeſus Chriſt; for, from them the __ 
* Sins 
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begins his argument, verſe 1, 2, 3. Secendhpite 
I found that this falling away muſt be openſſpth t 
even in the view of the world, even fo as; 
put Chrift to an open ſhame. Thirdly, I foun 
that thoſe he there intended were for ey 
ſhut up of God, both in - blindneſs, hardneſ 
and impenitency, it is impoſſible they ſboull 
be renewed again unto repentance, By 
theſe particulars, I found to God's everlaſ 
ing praiſe, my ſin was not the ſin in this place 
intended, L390 3 

. Firſt, I confeſſed I was fallen, but not falle 
away, that is, from the profelion of faith i 
Jeſus unto eternal life. 

Secondly, I confeſſed that I had put Jeſy 
Chriſt to me by my fin, but not to open 
ſhame ; I did not deny him before men, nt 
condemu him as a fruitleſs one before the 
world. 

Diradh, Nor did I find that God had ſhut 
| me up, or denied me to come (though I found 
it hard work indeed to come) to him by ſorrow 
and repentance : bleſſed, be God for unſearch- 
able grace. 

224. Then 1 caddie that i in the tenth of 
the Hebrews, and found, that the * fin 
there mentioned, is not every wilful fin, but 
that which doth throw off Chriſt, and then hy 
commandments too. Secondly, ' That muſt be 


done alſo openly, before two or three witneſſe, if 
to anſwer that of the law, verſe 28. Third, 
This fin: cannot be committed but with great 
# _ deſpite Wn; 
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nd&ſpite. done to the ſpirit of grace, deſpiſing 
enljÞth the diſſuaſions from that ſin, and the per- 
2s Maſions to the contrary. But the Lord knows, 
ounough this my ſin was deviliſh, yet it did not 
evemount to theſGQ. | 
IneklfÞ 225. And as touching that in the twelfth of 
boulWe Hebrews, about Eſau's ſelling of his birth- 
abt, though this was that which killed me, 
rlaſt d ſtood like a ſpear againſt me; yet now I 
Mid conſider, HFrſt, That this was not a haſty 
ought againſt the continual labour of his mind, 
t a thought conſented to and put in practice 
afkewiſe,' and that after ſome deliberation, Gen. 
5, Cecondly, It was a publick and open ac- 
on, even before his brother, if not before many 
ore; this made his ſin of a far more heinous 
ature than otherwiſe it would have been. 
hirdly,, He continued to ſlight his birth- right: 
did gat. and drink, and went his way; thut 
lau deſpiſed his birth-right ; yea, twenty years 
ſter he was found to deſpiſe. it ſtill. . And Eſan 
ad, I have enough, my brother, keep that thou 
1 tbyſelf, Gen. 33. 9 | 
226, Now as touching this, that Eſau ſought 
place: of repentance thus I thought, Fir/t, 
This was not for the birth-right, but the 
Wing This is clear from the Apoſtle, and 
hi liflinguiſhed by Eſau himſelf, he hath ta- 
been away my birth-right, (that is, formerly) 
ſes, ud naw: he hath taken away my bleſſing alfo, 
dly, Ven. 27. 36. Secondly, New this being thus 
reat Fnlidered,, I, came again to the Apoſtle, to ſee 
pite hat might be the mind of God, in a New 

Ry __* Teſtament 
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' Teſtament ſtile and ſenſe concerning Eſau's ſulow a 
and ſo far as I could conceive, this was thiuſe 
mind of God, That the birth-right fignifihre : 
regeneration, and the bleſſmg the eternal inhlls it | 
ritance; for ſo the apoſtle ſeems to hint, Lie, 
there be any prophane perſon as Eſau, who very 
a morſel of meat fold his birth-right ; as if Wienc 
ſhould ſay, That ſhall caſt off all thoſe bleſſa 22 
beginnings of God that at preſent are upon himYeld, 
in order to a new birth, left they become oaſc 
Eſau, even be rejected afterwards, when thyiidde 
ſhould inherit the blefling. ight 

227. For many there are, who in the day ¶ Vith 
grace and mercy, deſpiſe thoſe things which hri 
are indeed the birth-right to Heaven, Who yay 
| when the declining days appear, will ety Ar v 
loud as Eſau, Lord, Lord, open to us; but thanf 1 
as Iſauc would not repent, no more will Goſvas 
the father, but will fay, I have bleſſed theſe, yuſhat 
and they fhall be bleſſed : but as for you, depariffnad 
you are workers of iniguity, Gen. 27. 32. Luc 

8 26,26, 27. | ; dr | 
228. When I had thus conſidered theſe ſcriphe 
tures, and found, that thus to underſtands, 
them was not againft, but according to othaſ - 
ſeriptutes; this ſtill added further to my enjhnd 
couragement and. comfort, and alſo gave a greiſſiro 
blow to that objection, to wit, That the ſcri- 
tures could not agree in the ſalvation of "iſt 
foul. And now remained only the hinder pana 
of the tempeſt, for the thunder was gone be · of 
yond me, only ſome drops did ſtill remain, that 


* 


c 
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s ſinflew and then would fall upon me; but be- 
s tikuſe my former frights and anguifh were very 
nifre and deep, therefore it oft befell me ſtill, 
it befalleth thoſe that have been ſcared with 
Je, I thought every voice was, Fire, Fire; 
ho jaffvery little touch would hurt my tender con- 
Wience. | 
229. But one day, as I was paſſing into the 
in eld, and that too with ſome daſhes on my 
ne Fonlcience, fearing left yet all was not right, 
ddenly this ſentence fell upon my ſoul, Thy 
ihteouſneſs is in Heaven; and methought 
ay Qithal, I ſaw with the eyes of my ſoul, Jeſus 
vhidEhciſt at God's right hand; there, I ſay, was 
Jay righteouſneſs ; ſo that where-ever I was, 
x whatever I was doing, God could not fay 
henghf me, He wants my righteouſne/s, for that 
Pas juſt before him. I alſo ſaw, moreover, 
hat it was not my good frame of heart that 
hade my righteouſneſs better, nor yet my 
«Sad frame that made my righteouſneſs worſe ; 
Ir my righteouſneſs was Jeſus Chrift himſelf,” 
— The ow yeſterday, to day, and for ever, Heb, 
Itand a | 


oths Pot Now did my chains fall off my legs 
/ enSindeed.; I was looſed from my afflictions and 
greaſirons, my temptations alſo fled away; fo 
crifÞthat from that time thoſe dreadful ſcriptures 
f mot God left off to trouble me; now went I 
pri alſo home rejoycing for the grace and love 
be- of God; ſo when I came home, I looked to 
thalſſte if 1 could find that ſentence, Thy righte- . 
non 5 - ouſneſs 
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ouſneſs is in Heaven; but could not find fu 
ſaying 3 wherefore my heart began to ſu 


again, only that was brought to my remen f 
brance, 1 Cor. 1, 33. He is made unto us 3 


God, wiſdom, righteoujneſs, ſancti fication, and n 
demption; by this word, 1 ſaw the other ſen 
tence true. ' 

231. For by this ſcripture I ſaw, that th 
man Chriſt Jeſus, as he is diſtin from us, 
touching his bodily preſence, ſo he is our right 
ouſneſs and ſanRification before God: bene 
therefore I lived, for. fome time, very ſweethiff 
at peace with God through Chriſt, * Oh, med; 
thought Chriſt ! Chriſt ! there was nothing b 
Chriſt that was before my eyes, I was not now 
(only) for looking upon this and the other be- 
nefits of Chriſt apart, as of his blood, buria, 
or reſurrection, but conſidering him as a whole 
Chriſt ! as he in whom all theſe, and all other 
his-virtues, relations, offices and operations met 
together, and that he ſate on the right Hand of 
God in Heaven, 

232. Twas glorious to me to ſee his exalta- 
tion, and the worth and prevalency of all his}; 
benefits, and 'that becauſe now I could look 
from myſelf to him, and ſhould reckon, that. 
all thoſe graces of God that now were green 
on me, were yet but like thoſe crack'd groats F; 
and four pence half pennies that rich men car- 
ry in their purſes, when their gold- is in their 
trunks at home! Oh, I ſaw my gold was in 
my trunk at home ! in Chriſt my lord and * 
. | viour ! 


1 
- 
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jour ! Now Chrift was all; all my wiſdom, 
my righteouſneſs, all my ſanctification, and 
my redemption. VOID 
233. Further, the Lord did alſo lead me into 
Se myſtery of union with the ſon of God, 

at I was. joined to him, that I was fleſh of his 
eh, and bone of his bone, and now was that 
ſweet word to me, in Eph. 5, gol! By this 
Jo was my faith In him, as my righteouſneſs, 
We more confirmed in me; for if he and I 
ere one, then his righteouſneſs was mine, his 
Perits mine, his victory alſo mine. Now could 
ſee myſelf in Heaven and earth at once; in 
leaven by my Chriſt, by my head, by my right- 
puſneſs and life, though on earth by body or 
xrſon, | 
"_ 234. Now 1 ſaw Chriſt Jeſus was looked 
„hoben of God; and ſhould alſo be looked upon by 
\ther I, as that common. or publick perſon, in whom 
ill the whole body of his elect are always to 
d off conſidered and ' reckoned ; that we fulfil- 
ed the law by him, died by him, roſe from 
alta. De dead 1 got the victory over ſin, 
bi cath, the Devil, and hell, by him; when he 
lied, we died, and ſo of his reſurrection. 
ad men fhall live together, with my dead body 
ball they ariſe, ſaith he, Ja. 26. And again, 
(fter twa days he will revive us, and the third 
be | ſhall live. in his fight, ' Hoſea 6. 2. 
hich is now fulfilled by the fitting down of 
ſon of man on the right hand of the ma- 

(a. (fy in the Heavens, according to that in the 

ur! E pheſians, 
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Epheſeans, He hath raiſed us up together, ail to 
made us 8 together in Heavenly Places in Cbril my 
Feſus, Eph. 26. TE 

235. Ah, theſe bleſſed conſiderations au mo 
ſcriptures, with many other of like nature, we 


in thoſe days made to ſpangle in mine eye, Cb 
that I have cauſe to ſay, Praiſe ye the Lord Gito 
in his ſanctuary; Praiſe him in the firmament of Gc 
his power ; Praiſe him for his mighty adi cot 
Praiſe him according to his excellent greatneſll - 
Pal. 105. 1, 2. the 


2236. Having thus in few words given you un 
taſte of the ſorrow and affliction that my foulfff wc 
went under, by the guilt and terror that thu to 
my wicked thought did lay me under; and h. an 
ving given you alſo a touch of my deliverano io 
therefrom, and of the ſweet and bleſſed con ga 
fort that I met with afterwards, which comfort te 
dwelt about a twelve month with my heart, u 
my unſpeakable admiration ; I will now, (Gol m 
willing) before I proceed any further, giv le. 
you in a word or two, what, as I conceive, vu ,. 
the cauſe of this temptation ; and alſo after that, u 
what advantage, at the laſt, it became unto my f 


2379, For the cauſes, I conceiyed ir 
were principally two: of which two alſo If " 
was deeply convinced all the time this trou - © 
ble lay upon me. The firſt was, for that | tl 
did not, when I was delivered from the] 8 
temptation that went before, ſtill pray tof ® 
God to keep me from temptations that were © 

0] - 


to the chief of Sinners, 111 


„to come; for though, as I can ſay in truth, 
Cr my foul was much in prayer before this tryal 
ſeized me, yet then I prayed only, or at the 
& moſt, principally, for the removal of preſent 
vel troubles, and for freſh diſcoveries of his love in 
J Chriſt! which I ſaw afterwards was not enough 
to do; I alſo ſhould have prayed, that the great 
God would keep me from the evil that was to 
come. | 

238. Of this I was made deeply ſenſible by 
the prayer of holy David, who, when he was 
under preſent mercy, yet prayed that God 
J would hold him back from fin and temptation 
of to come 3 for then, ſaith he, ſhall I be upright, 
and I ſhall be innocent from the great tranſgreſ- 
n, Plalm 19. 13. By this very word was J 
galled and condemned quite through this long 
ff temptation, 

239. That alſo was another word that did 
much condemn me for my folly, in the neg- 
let of this duty, Heb. 4. 16. Let us there- 
fore come boldly unta the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need : This I had not done, and there- 
fore was thus ſuffered to ſin and fall, accord- 
ing to what is written, Pray that ye enter not 
into temptation : And truly this very thing is, 
to this day, of ſuch weight and awe upon me, 
that I dare not, when I come before the Lord, 

the go off my knees until I intreat him for help 
to] and mercy againſt the temptations that are to 
come; and 1 thee, reader, that 
7 3 thou 
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thou learn to beware of my negligence, + 
the afflictions that for this thing 1 did 
days, and months, and years, with forrow, u 
dergo. 

240. Another ak of this temptatior Wa 
that I had tempted God; and in this 'manne 
did I do it: Upon a time my, wife was great 
with child, ind. before her full time was come, 
ber pangs, as of a woman in travail, were fierce 
and ftrong upon her, even as if ſhe woull 
have immediately fallen in labour, and been ds 
tlivered of an untimely birth: Now at thy 


very time it was that IJ had been ſo ftronghy-: 


tempted to. queſtion the being of God; where 
fore, as my Wife lay crying by me, I ſaid, but 
with all _ imaginable, even thinking in 
my heart, Lord, if nom thou toiit remove this ſad 
afflietion from my wife, and cauſe that ſbe be 
trouMed no more therewith this night, (and now 
were her pangs juſt upon her) then I ſhall be. 


lieve thut thoa-canft diſcern the moft ſecret thoughts 
of the heart. 


141. I had no ſooner ſaid it in my heart, but 
her pangs were taken from her, and ſhe wWa 
caſt into a deep ſleep, and fo continued till 
morning : at this I greatly marvelled, not know- 


ing what to think; but after I'had been awake | 


a good while, and beard: her cry no more, | 
fell to- ſleep alſo; ſo when I awaked in the 
morning, it came upon me again, even what! 
had ſaid in my heart the ff night, and how 
the Lend had dene me, that he ata 
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Acret thoughts, which was a great Aſtoniſhment 


unto me for ſeveral weeks after. 

242. Well, about a year and a half afterwards, 
that wicked ſinful thought, of which I have 
ſpoken before, went through my wicked heart, 
even this thought, let Chri/? go if he will; ſo 


membrance of my other thought, and of the 
effect thereof, would alſo come upon me with 
this retort, which alſo carried rebuke along 


.Y with it, Now you may ſee that God doth know 


the mot ſecret thaughts of the heart. 
243. And with this, that of the paſſages that 


fel! upon my ſpirit; how becauſe that Gideon 
tempted God with his fleece, both wet and 
dry, when he ſhould have believed and ventured 
upon his words; therefore the Lord did after- 


namerable company of enemies : and that too, 
as to outward appearance, without any ſtrength 


or help, Judges 6. 7. Thus he ſerved me, and 


that juſtly, for I ſhould have believed his word, 
and not to have put an F upon the all-ſeeing- 
neſs of God. 


2344. And now to ſhew you ſomething of 


the advantages that I alſo have gained by this 
temptation,z and firſt, by this I was made 
continually to poſſeſs in my ſoul a very won- 
derful ſenſe both of the bleſſing and glory of 


God, and of his beloved ſon ; in the temp- 


tation that went before, my ſoul was perplex- 
I E 2 ed 


when I was fallen under guilt for this, the re- 


were betwixt the Lord, and his ſervant Gideon, 


wards ſo try him, as to ſend him againſt an in- 
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ed with unbelief, blaſphemy, hardneſs of heart, 
queſtions about the being of God, Chriſt, the 
truth of the word, and certainty of the world 
to come; I ſay, then I was greatly aſſaulted, 
and tormented with atheiſm, but now the caſe 
was otherwiſe, now was God and Chriſt con- 
tinually before my face, though not in a way 
of comfort, but in a way of exceeding dread 
and terror. The glory of the Holineſs of God, 
did at this time break me to pieces; and the 
bowels and compaſſion of Chriſt did break me 
as on the wheel; for I could not conſider him, 
but as a loft and rejected Chriſt, the remem- 
brance of which was as the continual breaking 
of my bones, 
245. The ſcriptures alſo were wonderful 
things unto me ; I ſaw that the truth and ve- 
rity of them were the keys of the kingdom 


of Heaven; thoſe that the ſcriptures favour, 
they muſt inherit bliſs ; but %%% that they op- 


poſe and condemn, muſt periſh for evermore ; 
or this word, for the ſcriptures cannot be broken, 
would rend the caul of my heart; and ſo would 
that other, whoſe fins ye remit, they are remit- 
ted; but whoſe fins ye retain, they are retained : 
Now I ſaw the apoſtles to be elders of the city 
of refuge, Fofhua 20. 4. thoſe that they were to 
receive in, were received to life ; but thoſe that 
they ſhut out, were to be flain by the avenger 
of blood. | 
246. Oh ! one ſentence of the ſcripture did 
more afflict and terrify my mind, I mean thoſe 
3 "KS | ſentences 
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dear b fentences that ſtood againſt me .(as ſometimes I | 
. thought they every one did) more, I ſay, than 
neren army of forty thouſand men that might come = 
5 againſt me. Woe be to him againſt whom th 
ay ſcriptures bend themſelves, : 
on- 247. By this temptation I was made to ſee 
Na, more into the nature of the promiſes than ever [I 
read vas before ; for I lying now trembling under 
Joch the mighty hand of God, continually torn and 
rent by the thundering of his juſtice ; this made | 
me, with careful heart, and watchful eye, wit! 
„ great fearfulneſs, to turn over every leaf, and 
kin Vith much diligence, mixed with trembling, to 
ing conſider every ſentence, together with its natu- 
ral force and latitude, 


248. By this temptation alſo I was greatly 
Ys holden off my former fooliſh practice, of put- 


ting by the word of promiſe when it came into 


"Ul, ny mind; for now, though I could not ſuck 

. that comfort and ſweetneſs from the promiſe, as 

=, I had done at other times, yea, like to a man a 
3 


ſinking, I ſhould catch at all I ſaw ; formerly 
I thought I might not meddle with the promiſe, 
unleſs-I felt its comfort; but now *twas no time 
' thus to do, the avenger of blood too hardly did 
1 purſue me. | 4 5 
249. Now therefore was I glad to catch at 
that word, which yet I feared I had no ground 
or right to own; and even to leap into the 
boſom of that promiſe that yet I feared did 
ſhut his heart againſt me, Now alſo I ſhould 
0 labour to take the word as God hath laid it 
- | | 4 down, 


by 
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down, without reſtraining the natural force of 

one ſyllable. thereof: Oh ! what did I now ſee 

in that bleſſed ſixth of Fohn, and him that comes 

to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, John 6. 30. 

Now [I began to conſider with myſelf, that God 

hath a bigger mouth to ſpeak with, than I had 

{ + 2 heart to, conceive with: I thought alſo with 

myſelf, that he ſpake not his words in haſte, or 

in an unadviſed heat, but with infinite wiſdom 

and judgment, and in very truth and faithful- 
neſs, 2 Sam. 3. 28. 

250. I ſhould in theſe days, often in my 

greateſt agonies, even flounce towards, the pro- 

miſe, (as the horſes do towards found ground, 

that yet ſtick in the mire) concluding, (though 

as one almoſt bereft of his wits through fear) 

on this I will ref} and ſtay, and leave the ful- 


filling of it to the God of Heaven that made NJ,” 
it, Oh! many a pull hath my heart had 1. 
with Satan, for that bleſſed ſixth of John. I for 
did not now, as at other times, look prin- Ii 
cipally for comfort, (though, oh how wel- Nu 
come would it have been unto me !) but now a tir 


{| word, a word to lean a weary foul upon, that Ih. 
it might not fink for ever ! *rwas that I haunt- It 
fbr. | 8 . 
251, Vea, often. when I have been making 
to the. promiſe, I have ſeen as if the Lord 3 
| would refuſe my ſoul for ever: I was often 
as if I had run upon the pikes, and as if* the h 
Lord had thruſt at me, to keep me from bim, | 
as wich a flaming ſword. Then ſhould 1 ins, ll, 
ha Eos bop 
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ce N Liiber, who went to petition the King con- 


| © Itary to the law, Efther 4. 16. I thought alſo 
pr Benbadad's. ſervants, who went with. ropes 
05 pon their heads to their enemies for mercy, © 
ha 1 Þ Kings 20. 31, Ce. The woman of Canaan” 


ith iſp, that would not be daunted, though called 
jog by Chriſt, Mat. 15, 22, Cc. and the man 
hat went to borrow; bread at midnight, Luke 1. 
„ 6, 7, 8, Cc. were great encouragements 
unto me. | a ** 
| 252, I never ſaw thoſe heights and depths ' 
J in grace, and love, and mercy, as I ſaw af 
d. Jer this temptation! great fins. to draw out 
Neat grace; and there guilt is moſt ter- 
0 ible and fierce, there the mercy. of God in 
Icbriſt, when ſhewed to the foul, appears moſt 
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4. tigh and mighty; when Fob had paſſed 
Df through his captivity, he had twice as much as 


I I bad be ore, Job 42. 10, Bleſſed be God 
for. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Many other thin 
1 I might here make obſervation. of, but 1 
* [would be brief, and therefore ſhall at this 
time omit them; and do pray to God that my 
. [rms may make others fear to. offend, leſt 
hey alſp he made to bear the iron yoke as IL 
„ 54 hs 3 | 
5 I had two or three: times, at or about my 
n deliverance. from this temptation, ſuch ſtrange. 
apprehenſions of the grace of God, that I could 
hardly bear up under it; it was ſo out of mea- 
: ſure amazing, when: I thought it could. reach 
r Ine, that I da think, if that ſenſe af. it had 
F 4 abode 


of 


to mouth, The reaſon of this temptation, I 
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abode long upon me, it would have made me 
uncapable for buſineſs, | 8 
253. Now I ſhall go forward to give you 


a relation of other of the Lord's dealings with 
me, at ſundry other ſeaſons, and of the temp- 


tations I then did meet withal. I ſhall begin 
with what I met with when I firſt did join in 
fellowſhip with the people of God in Bedford, 
After I had propounded to the church, that my 
deſire was to walk in the order and ordinances 
of Chriſt with them, and was alſo admitted 
by them: while I thought of that bleſſed or- 


dinance of Chriſt, which was his laſt ſupper 


with his diſciples before his death, that ſcrip- 


ture, do this in remembrance of me, Luke 22. 19, 


was made a very precious word unto me, for 
by it the Lord did come down upon my con- 
ſcience with the diſcovery.” of death for my 
fins ; and as I then felt, did as if he plunged 
me in the virtue of the ſame, But, behold, 
T had not long been a partaker at that ordi- 
nance, . but ſuch fierce and ſad temptation did 
attend: me at all times therein, both to blaſ- 
pheme the ordinance, and to wiſh ſome deadly 
thing to thoſe that then did eat thereof: That 


leſt I ſhould, at any time, be guilty of con- 


ſenting to theſe wicked and fearful thoughts, 1 


| was forced to bend myſelf, all the while, to 


pray to God to keep me from ſuch blaſphe- 


mies: and alſo to cry to God to bleſs the 


bread and cup to them, as it were from mouth 


have 


os 
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have thought ſince, was, becauſe I did not, 
with that reverence as became me at firſt, ap- 


proach to partake thereof. 


254. Thus I continued for three quarters of 
a year, and could never have reſt nor eaſe : but 
at laſt the Lord came in upon my ſoul- with 
that ſame ſcripture by which my ſoul. was viſit- 
ed before : and after that, J have. been uſually 
very well and comfortable in the partaking of 
that bleſſed ordinance, and have, I truſt, therein 
diſcerned the Lord's body, as broken for my 
fins, and that his precious blood hath been ſhed 
for my tranſgreſſions. 1 | | 
255. Upon a time I was ſomething inclining 
to a conſumption, wherewith, about the ſpring, 
I was ſuddenly and wyolently ſeized with much 
weakneſs in my outward man, inſomuch that 
I thought I could not live. Now began I, 
afreſh to give myſelf up to a ſerious exami- 
nation after iny ſtate and condition for the 
future, and of my evidences for that bleſſed 
world to come : for it hath, I bleſs the name 
of God, been my uſual courſe, as always, ſo 
eſpecially in the day of affliction, to endeavour 
to keep my intereſt in life to come, clear beſore 
mine eyes. | : 
256. But I had no ſooner began to recall to 
mind my former experience, of the goodneſs 
of God to my foul, but there came flock- 


ing into my mind, an innumerable company 


of my fins and tranſgreſſions, amongſt which 
theſe were at this time moſt of my atflictions, 
| 5 namely, 
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namely, my deadneſs, dulneſs and coldneſs in 
my holy duties; my wanderings of heart, 
my weariſomneſs in all good things, my want 
of love to God, his ways and people, with 
this at the end of all, are theſe the fruits o 
Chriſtianity ? are theſe the tokens of a 22 
man ? | | 
257. At the apprehenſions of theſe things, 
| - my fickneſs was doubled upon me, for now I 
was ſick in my inward man, my ſoul was clog- 
ged with guilt ; now alſo was my former expe- 
rience of God's goodneſs to me, quite taken out 
of my mind, and hid as if they had never 
been, or feen: Now was my ſoul greatly pitch- 
ed between theſe two conſiderations, live I muſt 
not, die I dare not. Now I ſunk and fell in my 
ſpirit, and was giving up all for loft ; but as I 
was walking up and down in the houſe, as a 
man in 2 moſt woeful ſtate, that word of God 
took hold of my heart, ye are juſtified freely by 
his grace, through the redemption that is in Chriſt 
Feſus, Rom. 3. 24. But, oh, what a turn it 
made upon me 7 | 
258. Now was I as one awaked out of 
ſome troubleſome ſleep and dream, and liften- 
ing to' this heavenly ſentence, I was as if I had 
heard it thus ſpoken to me, Sinner, thou 
tinte, that becauſe of thy fins and infirmities, 
IJ cannot ſave thy ſoul ; but behold, my fon is by 
me, and upon him I look, and not on thee, and 


deal with thee according as I am pleaſed with 


him, At this I was greatly enlightened in 
. Ys , 4 b 85 , 7 my 


* 


! 
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my mind, and made to underſtand, that God 
would juſtify a ſinner at any time, it was 
but his looking upon Chrift, and imputing of 
his benefits to us, and the work was forthwith 
done. * 


259. And as I was thus in a muſe, that ſerip=" 


ture alſo came with great power upon my ſpi- 


rit, not by works of righteouſneſs that we have 
done, but according to. his mercy he bath ſaved. 
us, &c. 2 Tim. 1. 9. Tit. 3. 5. Now was T 
got on high, I faw myſelf within the arms of 
grace and mercy, and though I was before afraid 
to think of a dying hour, yet now I cried, 
lat me die: Now death was lovely and beauti- 
ful in my ſight, for I ſaw we Hall never live 
indeed, till we be gone to the other world. Oh, 
methoughts this life is but a lumber, in com 
pariſon. of that above: at this time alſo I faw 
more in thoſe words, heirs of God, (Rom. 8. 
1-7.) than ever I ſhall be able to expreſs while: 
Live in this world; heirs of God God him- 
ſelf is the portion of the ſaints, This F faw 


faw. | | | 
260. Again, as J was at another time very ill. 
and weak, all that time alſo, the tempter did 


| beſet me ſtrongly, (for I find he is mueh for 


aſſaulting the ſoul, when it begins to approach 


towards the grave, then is his opportunity) la- 


bouring to hide from me my former experi- 
ence of God's goodneſs; alſo ſetting before 
me the terrors of death, and the judgment of 

11 18 Gods, 
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and wondered: at, but cannot tell you what ! 
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God, inſomuch that at this time, * my 


fear of miſcarrying for ever, (ſhould I now 
die) I was as one dead before death came, and 
was as if I had felt myſelf already deſcending 
into the pit; methoughts I ſaid, there was no 
way but to hell I muſt ; but behold; juſt as I 


was in the midſt of thoſe fears, theſe words of 


the angel's. carrying Lazarus into Abraham's 
bofom darted in upon me, as who ſhould ſay, 
oe it ſball be with thee, when thou deft leave this 
world, This did ſweetly revive my ſpirits, and 
help me to hope in God; which when I had 
with comfort muſed on a while, that. word fell 
with great weight upon my mind, O death, 
where is thy ting? O grave where is thy victory? 
x Cor. 15. 55. At this I became both well in 
body .and mind at once, for my ſickneſs did pre- 
ſently vaniſh, and I walked comfortably in my 
work for God again. 1 
261. At another time, though, juſt before, 
I was pretty well and ſavoury in my ſpirit, 


yet ſuddenly there fell upon me a great 


cloud of darkneſs, which did ſo hide from 
me the. things of God and Chriſt, that I was 
as if I had never ſeen or known them in my 
life. I was alſo ſo over-run'in my ſoul with 
a ſenſeleſs, heartleſs frame of ſpirit, that I 
could not feel my ſoul to move or ſtir after 

grace and life by Chriſt. I was as if my loins 
were broken, or as if my hands and feet had 
been tied and bound with chains. At this 


time alſo I felt ſome weakneſs to ſeize upon 


my 
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6 outward” man, which made ſtill the other 
fiction the more heavy and uncomfortable to 


262. After I had been in this condition ſome 
ee or four days, as I was ſitting by the fire, 
ſuddenly felt this word to ſound in my heart, 
muſt go to Feſus ; at this my former darkneſs 
nd atheiſm fled away, and the bleſſed things 


Heaven were ſet within my view. While 


was on this ſudden thus overtaken with ſur- 
rize, Wife, ſaid I, is there ever ſuch x ſcrip- 
ure, J muſt go to Feſus ? ſhe ſaid, ſhe could 
not tell; therefore I ſtood muſing ſtill, to ſee 
if I could remember ſuch a place; I had not 
fat above two or three minutes, but that came 


boleing in upon me, and to an innumerable com- 


jany of Angels ; and withal, Hebrews the twelfth 
about the mount Sion, was ſet before mine eyes, 
Heb. 12. 22, 23, 24. I | 
263. Then with joy told I my wife, O now 
I know, I know ! but that night was a gcod 
night to me, I never had but few better; I 
longed for the company of ſome of God's peos. 
ple, that I might have. imparted unto them 
what God had ſhewed me, Chriſt was a pre- 
cious Chriſt to my ſoul that night; I could 
ſcarce lie in my bed for joy, and peace, and 
triumph, through Chriſt : This great glory did 
not continue upon me until morning, yet the 
twelfth of the author to the Hebrews, Heb. 12. 


22, 23. was a bleſſed ſcripture to me for many 


264, The be 


days together after this. 
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264. The words are theſe, Ie are come t rſelf | 
mount Sion, to the city of the living Gad, te thus 
Heavenly Jeruſalem, and ta an innumeralilature 
company of angels, to the general aſſembly au 4 
church of the. firſt- born, which are written in 
Heaven, to God the judge of all, and to the ſyi- 
rit of juſt men made perfect, and to Feſus the 
mediator of the New Teſtament, and to the blau 
of ſprinkling, that ſpeaketh better things than 
that of Abel, thorough this bleſſed ſentence, the 
Lord led me over and over, firſt to this word, 
and then to that, and ſhewed me wonderful 
glory in every. one of them, Theſe words alſo i 
have oft, ſince this time, been great refreſhment 
to my ſpirit. Bleſſed be God for having mercy. 
ON me, a 


C Brief Account of tbe Author's Cap 
to the Work of the Miniſirv. | 


265. JD now I am ſpeaking. my expe- || © 

FA A rience, I will in OSS | tral 

in a word, or two concerning. my, preaching || 

the word, and of God's dealing with me in 

that particular alſo: For after. I had been 
about five or ſix years awakened, and helped 
| 5 
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mae: ſelf to ſee both the want and worth of 
ta. „us Chriſt our Lord, and alſo enabled to 
eralſoture my foul upon him; ſome of the moſt 
i axle among the ſaints with us, I fay, the 
en in hoſt able for judgment and holineſs of life, 
. they conceived, did perceive that God had 
x th bunted me worthy to underſtand. ſomething 
bling bis will in his holy and bleſſed word, and. 
thay lad given me utterance in ſome meaſure, 
„the Io expreſs what I ſaw to others for edifica- 


ord, ion; therefore they deſired me, and that with 8 


fo} Much earneſtneſs, that I would be willing, 
allo It ſometimes, to take in hand, in one of the 
ent Ineetings, to ſpeak a word of exhortation unto, 
er em. | 3 
9266. The which, though at the fiſt ic did 
much daſh and abaſh my fpirit, yet being 
fill by them deſired and intreated, I conſent- 
ed to their requeſt, and, did twice, at. two- 
— Efeveral aſſemblies, (but in private) though 
with much weakneſs and infirmity, diſcover 
my gift amongſt them; at which they not 
I} only ſeemed to be, but did ſolemnly proteſt, 
ss in the ſight of the great God, they were 


both affected and comforted, and gave thanks 


to the father of mercies, for the grace beſtowed, 
267. After this, ſometimes, when ſome of 


f 
5 
n 
n 
d 


them did go into the country to teach, they, 
would alſo that I ſhould go with them; where, | 
though, as yet 1 did not; nor durſt not, make: 
uſe of my gift in an open way, yet more pri- 

wy 
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vately ſtill, as I came amongſt the good peop 
in thoſe places, I did ſometimes ſpeak a wo 
of admonition unto them alſo ; the which they 
as the other, received, with rejoycing at th 
mercy of God towards me, profefling their ſou 
were edified thereby. | DF 

268. Wherefore, to be brief, at laſt, he. 
ing ill defired by the church, after ſome . 11 
lemn prayer to the Lord, with faſting, I w 405 
more particularly called forth, and àppointel Naur: 
to a more ordinary and publick preaching the Nor 
word, not only to and amongſt them that 
believed, but alſo to offer the goſpel to thoſe. 
who had not yet received the faith thereof; ge 
about which time I did evidently find in my Ne. 
mind, a ſecret pricking forward thereto ; tho' I, 
I bleſs God, not for deſire of vain glory, for 
at that time I was moſt ſorely afflicted with the 
_y darts of the devil, concerning my eternal je: 
ate, © „ x 
2069. But yet could not be content, un- 
leſs I was found in the exerciſe of my gift, 
unto which alſo I was greatly animated, not on- 
ly by the continual deſires of the godly, but 
alſo by that ſaying of Paul to the Corinthians, 
T beſeech you, brethren, (ou know the Houſe- 
Bold of Stephanus, that it is the firſt fruits 
of Achaia, that they have addicted theniſelves 
to the miniſtry of the ſaints) that ye ſub- 
mit yourſelves unto ſuch, and to every one that 
405. toit h us, and labouretb, 1 Cor. 16. 15, 


270. By 


* 


4 


270, By this ttt I was made to ſee that 
he Holy Ghoſt never intended that men, Who 
Have gifts and abilities, ſnould bury. them in 
She earth, but rather did command and ſtir 


niſtry of the Saints, This ſcripture, in theſe 


> Godly, both ſpecified in the word, and 


md Mon. . wv 


for 271. Wherefore, though of myſelf, of all 
the de Saints the moſt unworthy, yet I, but with 


nal great fear and trembling at the ſight of my 
wn weakneſs, did ſet upon the work, and did, 
u ſkccording to my gift, and the proportion of 
ft, my faith, preach that blefled Goſpel that God 


n- tas ſhewed me in the holy word of truth; 


ut Irbich, when the eountry underſtood, they came 


accounts, 


ome meaſure and bowels of pity for their 


„ Fouls, which alſo did put me forward to labour 


„ Tvith great diligence and earneſtneſs, to find out 


1 
f % 
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p ſuch to the exerciſe of their gift, and alſo 
d commend thoſe that were apt and ready 
o to do, they have addicted themſelves to the 


ways, did continually run in my mind, to en- 
durage me, and ſtrengthen me in this my 
york for God. I have alſo been encouraged 
om ſeveral other ſcriptures and examples of 


cher ancient hiſtories, Acts 8. 4. and 18. 2. „ 
ics, 1 Pet. 4, 10. Rom, 12. 6. Fox s Ads 


% Fin to hear the word by hundreds, and that 
„ Ibom all parts, though upon divers and ſundry | 


*s | 272. And I thank God, he gave unto me 


uch a word as might, if God would bleſs it, 
| lay 
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lay hold of, and awaken the conſcience, in 
which alſo the good Lord had reſpect to thelf 
defire of his ſervan»; for I had not preached 
long, before ſome began to be touched, and de 
greatly afflicted in their minds at the apprehen- N 
ſion of the greatneſs of their ſin, and of their 
need of Jeſus Chriſt, «6 
273. But I firſt could not believe that Golf 
ſhould ſpeak by me to the heart of any man, 
ſtill counting myſelf. unworthy, ; yet thoſe who 
thus were touched, would love me and have a 
particular reſpect for me-; and-though I did put 
it from me, that they ſhould be awakened dy 
me, {till they would 'confeſs it, and affirm it . 
before the ſaints, of God; they would alſo, blek I, 
od for me, (unworthy wretch that I am I). 
and count me God's inſtrument, that ſhewed 
ta them the way of ſalvation. | 
274. Wherefore ſeeing them in both thei 
Words and deeds to be ſo conſtant, and alſo ig 
their hearts ſo earneſtly. preſſing after the know- 
ledge af Jeſus Chriſt, rejoycing, that ever God 
dig ſend me where they were; then I began 
to conclude it might be ſo, that God had own» 
ed in his work ſuch a fooliſh: one as I, and 
then came the word of God to my heart, with 
| ſuch ſweet refreſhment, The bleſſing of them 
that were ready to periſh is come upon me; yea, 
I cauſed the widows heart to ſing for joy, J oh. 
29. 13. 
275. At this therefore 1 rejoyced, yea, the 
tears of thoſe whom God, did awaken by my 
NEE 
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eaching, would be, both ny and encou- 
gement to me; for I thought on thoſe ſay- 
os, Whoa is he that maketh me glad, but the 
me that is made ſorry by. me? 2 Cor, 22. And 
gain, though J be not an apoſtle to others, yet 
mbtleſs I am unte you, for the ſeal. of my apaſtle- | 
h are ye in the Lord, 1 Cor. 6. 2. Theſe; , 
hings, therefore, were as another argument un- 
me, that God had called me to, and ſtood 
me in this work. | 
276, In my preaching. of the word, I took, + 
yecial notice of this, one thing, namely, that 
he Lord did lead me to begin where his | 
vord begins with ſinners, ; that is, to condemn. _ ! 
ble I fleſh, and to open and alledge, that the | 
m 1) ſore of God by the law. doth belong to, ang 
wed / hold on all men as they come into the; 
old, becauſe of fin, Now this part of my 
heir Mork J fulfilled with great ſenſe, for the ter- 
ors of the law, and guilt for my tranſgreſſions, 
ay heavy on my conſcience, I preached what I 
Jod elt, what I ſmartingly did feel, eyen that un- 
gan Per which my poor ſoul did groan and tremble 
d aſtoniſhment, | 
ind | 277+ Indeed, I have been as one ſent to 
ith dem from the dead, I went myſelf in 
hains to preach to them in chains; and 
aried that fire in my own conſcience, that 
oh, | perſuaded them to. beware of. I can truly: 
/ lay, and that without diſlembling, that when, 
the | have been to preach, I have gone full of: 
my guilt and terror, even to the pulpit door, 
ng, a and 


ö 
ö 
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and there it hath been taken off, and I ha 
been at liberty in my mind until I have done} 
my work; and then immediately, even be. J 
fore I could get down the pulpit ſtairs, I hay 
been as bad as I was before; yet God carried 
me on, but ſurely with a ſtrong hand, for * 
neither guilt or hell could take me off ny 
work. BREE | 
278. Thus I went for the ſpace of tw 
years, crying out againſt mens fins, and their 
fearful ſtate becauſe of them. After which 
the Lord came in upon my ſoul with ſome 
ſure peace and comfort through Chriſt ; for; 
he did. give me many ſweet diſcoveries of his 
bleſſed grace through him: wherefore now II. 
altered in my preaching, (for ſtill J preachel 
what I ſaw wand felt) now therefore I did much 
labour to hold with Jeſus Chriſt in all his off. 
ces, relations, and benefits unto the world, and 1. 
did ſtrive alſo to diſcover and remove thoſe 
falſe ſupports and props under which the world 
doth both lean, and by them fall and, periſh, . 
On theſe things alſo I ſtaid as long as on the 
other, 5 
279. After this, God led me into ſome- 
thing of the myſtery of the union of Chriſt ; 
wherefore that I diſcovered and ſhewed to them 
alſo. And, when I had travelled through theſe 
three / chief points of the word of God, about 
the ſpace of five years or more, I was caught in 
my preſent''praQtice, and caſt into priſon, whete 
I have lain above as long again to confirm ” | 
1 ++ Wa 
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ruth by way of ſuffering, as I was before in 
eſtify ing of it according to the ſcriptures, in a 
nay of 82 | | 
280, When I have been preaching, I thank 
od, my heart hath often, all the time of this 
and the other exerciſe, with great earneſtne(s 
ried to God, that he would make the word 
ffectual to the ſalvation of the ſoul ; ſtill being 
grieved leſt the enemy ſhould take the word 
away from the conſcience, and ſo it ſhould be- 
ome unfruitful : wherefore I ſhall labour ſo 
to ſpeak the word, as that thereby, if it were 
poſſible, the ſin and perſon guilty might be par- 
ticularized by it. of 

281. Alſo when I have done the exerciſe, 
it hath gone to my heart, to think the word 
ſhould now fall as rain on ſtony places, ſtill 
wiſhing from my heart, oh, that they who 
have heard me ſpeak this day, did but ſee as 
I do, what ſin, death, hell, and the curſe of 
God is; and alſo what the grace, and love, 
and mercy of God is, through Chriſt; to men 
in ſuch a caſe as they are, who are yet 
eſtranged from him. And indeed, I did of- 
ten ſay in my heart before the Lord, that if 
I be hanged up preſently before their eyes, 
would be a means to awaken them, and confirm 
them in the truth, I gladly ſhould be content- 
=. | 
282, For I have been in my preaching, 
eſpecially when I have been engaged in the 
doctrine of life by Chriſt without works, 


as o 
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as if an angel of God had flood by at n 
back to encourage me z oh, it hath been wit 
ſuch power and heavenly evidence upon nf 
own ſoul, white J have beth labouring to unfol 
it, to demonſtrate it, and to faſten it upon th 
conſclences of others; that I could not be con 
tented with ſaying, 7 believe and am ſure; me 
thought I was more than ſure, (if it be law 
to expteſs myſelf) that thoſe things, which 
when I aſſerted, were true. | 
283. When I went firſt to preach the 
word abroad, the doctots and priefts of th, 
country did open wide againſt me: But I 
was perſuaded of this, not to render railin 
for railing, but to fee how many of their 
carnal profeſſors I could convince of the 
miſerable ſtate by the law, and of the want "= 
and worth of Chriſt; for, thought I, P 
all anſwer for me in time to come, when thy * 
ſhall be for my hire before their face, Gen, 30, 10 
a I never cared to meddle with things — 
that were controverted, and in diſpute among 5 
. the ſaints, eſpecially things of the loweſt ma. 
ture; yet it pleaſed me much to contend 0 
with great earneſtneſs for the word of faith pla 
and the remiſſion of ſins by the death and" 
ſufferings of Jeſus ; but I ſay, as to other 
things, I ſhould. let them alone, becauſe ! n 
faw they engendered ftrife, and becauſe” that IA 
they neither in doing nor in leaving undone, (Nl; 
did commend us to God to be his: beſides, I“ 
I ſaw my work before me did run into ano- 
ther 
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Jer channel, even to carry an awakening 

vord ; to that therefore I did ſtick and ad- 
lere. N 

285; I never endeavoured to, nor durſt make 
ſe of other men's lines, Rom. 15. 18. (though 
Jondemn not all that do) for I verily thought, 
and found by experience, that what was taught 
ne by the word and ſpirit of Chriſt, could be 
ſpoken, maintained, and ſtood to, by the ſound- 
and beſt eſtabliſned conſcience; and though 
will not now ſpeak all that I know in this 


the | A : 

f {patter ; yet my experience hath more intereft 
zut In be text of ſeriptures,” Gal. 1. 17, 12. than 
Alnollnany amongſt men are aware. 


286, If any of thoſe, who were awakened 
dy my miniſtry, did after that fall back, (as 
ſometimes too many did) I can truly ſay, 
heir Joſs hath been more to me, than if my 
wn children, begotten of my own body, 
had been going to its grave; I think verily I 
may ſpeak it without any offence to the 
Lord, nothing hath gone ſo near me as that, 
nleſs it was the fear of the loſs of the ſal- 
vition of my own ſoul: I was counted as 
if I had goodly building and lordſhips in thofe 
phces where my children were born, My 
heart hath been ſo wrapped up in the glory 
f this excellent work, that 1 counted my 
more bleſſed and honoured of God by this, 
than if he had made me the emperot of the 


af Y © riſtian world, or the Lord of all the glory | 
les bt the earth without it! oh theſe words! 


that 
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that 8 a ſinner from the error of |j 
91 doth ſave a foul from death, James 
The fruits of the righteous is a iree tent 
te; ; and be that winneth ſouls is wiſmof 
Prov. 11. 30. They that be wiſe ſhall ſhi 
as the brightneſs of the firmament, and th 
that turn many to righteouſneſs, as the fla 
for ever and ever, Dan. 12. 3. For what Shift: 
our hope, our joy, our crown of rejeycing arſeou 
not ye even in the preſence of our Lord Jeſil fart 
Chrift at his coming! for ye are our glory ail cou 
joy, 1 Theſ. 2. 19, 20. Theſe, I ſay, witlfhe 
many others of a like nature, have been greif ſpir 
refreſhments to me. ver 
287. I have obſerved, that where I hand lea 
| had a work to do for God, I have had fi Ir. 
as it were, the going of God upon my fpiritY 1a: 
to defire I might preach there. I have allo 
obſerved, that ſuch and ſuch ſouls in parti 
' cular, have been ſtrongly ſet upon my heartY pa 
and II ſtirred up to wiſh for their ſalvation Þ for 
and that theſe very ſouls have, after this, beenff tis 
given in the fruits of my miniſtry. I hav If 
obſerved, that a word caſt in by the by, hat m 
done more execution in a fermon, than ali w 
that was ſpoken beſides : ſometimes alſo, when I. 
I have thought I did no good, then I did tha #} 
-moſt of all; and, at other times, when I in 
thought I ſhould catch them, I have fiſhed fog : 
nothing. q 
288. I have alſo obſerved, that 3 there] 4 
has been a work to do upon ſinners, them F 


TY 
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e. Devil bath begun to roar in the hearts 
nes i by the mouths. of his ſervants, yea, of- 
re Itentimes, when the wicked world hath | raged 
75 moſt, there hath been ſouls awaked hy the 
word. I could inſtance particulars, but I for- 


' 
of hi 


. 'My great deſire in my fulfilling my mi 
niſtry was, to get into the darkeſt places of th 
country, even amongſt thoſe people that wer 
Jartheſt off of profeſſion ; yet not becauſe 

y auf could not endure the light, (for I feared not to 
ew my goſpel to any) but becauſe I found my 
gre fpirit did lean moſt after awakening, and con- 
Neerting work, and the word that I carried did 
A lean itſelf maſt that way. alſo ;. Yea, ſo have I 
firwed to preach the goſpel, not where Chrift was 
named, left I ſhould build upon another man's 
Vundation, Rom, 15. 20. 

parti 290. In my preaching I have really been in 
eartY pain, and have, as it were, travelled to bring 
ion N forth children to God.; neither could I be ſa- 
bei tisfied, unleſs ſome fruits did appear in my work: 
hard If 15 were fruitleſs, it matter'd not who com- 
atly mended. me; but if I were fruitful, I cared not 
n al who did condemn. I have thought of that, 
when Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord; and 
the, fraits of the womb is. his reward. As arrows 
en IN in the hand of. a mighty, man, 7 are chi laren of . 
d forff the youth, Happy is the man that hath: filed his 
quiver full of them; they ſpall not be aſhamed, 
therg but they ſhall ſpeak with the enemies in the gate, 


8 Plalm 127. 4 8 Nenn 
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2M. It pleaſed me nothing to ſee people 
drink in opinions, if they ſeemed ignorant offi 
Jeſus Chrift, and the worth of their own fal. 
vation, found conviction for fin, eſpecially for ab 
unbelief, and an heart ſet on fire to be fared po 
by Chriſt, with ſtrong breathings after a true ſu 
fanQtified ſoul : That it was that delighted me; | 
thoſe were the ſouls I counted bleſſed. gl 
292. But in this work, as in all other, 1) 
had my temptations attending me, and that of or 
divers kinds, as ſometimes I ſhould be aſſault. Wl 1; 
ed with great diſcouragement therein, fearing 
that I ſhould not be able to ſpeak a word it 
all to edification; nay, that I ſhould not be 
able to ſpeak ſenſe unto the people; at which 
f 

a 

{ 


times I ſhould have ſuch a ſtrange faintneſs and 
weakneſs ſeize upon my body, that my legs 
have ſcarce been able to carry me to the place 
of exercife. | | 
294. Sometimes again, when I have been 
preaching, I have been violently aſſaulted with 
thoughts of blaſphemy, and ftrongly* tempted 
to ſpeak the words with my mouth before the 
| wn Ay J have alſo, at ſome time, even 
when I have begun to ſpeak the word with 
much clearneſs, evidence, and liberty of ſpeech, 
been, before the ending of that opportu- 
nity, ſo blinded, and fo eftranged from the 
things J have been ſpeaking, and have been 
alſo ſo ſtraitned in my ſpeech, as to utterance 
before the people, that I have been as if I had 
not known, or remembred” what I * 
. | | about ; 


. fo the chief of Siriners, | 137 | 
about ; ors if my head had been in a bag all 


the time of my exerciſe, 
294. Again, when as ſometimes I have been 


about to A rom upon ſome ſmart and ſearching 
portion of the word, I have found the tempter 
ſuggeſt, Phat ? - will you preach this? This 
condemns yourſelf ! of this your own ſoul is 
guilty ! wherefore preath not of it at all; or if 
you do, yet ſo mince it, ds to mate way for your 
own eſcape ; leſt inſtead of awakening others, you 
lay that guilt upon your own ſoul, as you will 
never get from unden. | 2 
295. But, I thank the Bord, I have been 
kept from confenting to theſe ſo hotrid ſug- 
geſtions, and have rather, as Sampſon, bowed 
myſelf, with all my might, to condemn {tm 
and tranſgreſſion where-ever I found it; yea, 
though therein alſo I did bring guilt upon my 
own conſcience ! Let me die, thought l, wit 
the Philiſtines, Judges 16. 20, o. rather than 
deal corruptly with the bleſſed word of God, 
Thou that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not 
thyſelf ? It is far better than to judge thyſelf, 
eren by preaching plainly” unto others, than 
thou, to ſave thyſelf, impriſon the truth in 
unriphteoufneſs : Bleſſed be God for his help 
alſo in this. e 
206. 1 have alſo, When found in this bleſſed - 
work of Chrift, been often tempted to pride 
and liftings up of heart; and though I dare 
not ſay, I have not been affected with this, 
yet truly the Lord, of 5 precious mercy, * 
2 2 0 
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ſo carried it towards me, that for the mol 
part I have had but ſmall joy to give way to 
ſuch a thing; For it hath been my every day's 
Portion to by led into the eyil of my own heart, 
and ftill made to ſee ſuch a multitude of cor- 
ruptions and. infirmities therein, that it hath 
cauſed hanging down. of the head under all my 


gifts and attainments : I have felt this thorn in 


the fleſh, (2 Cor. 12. 8, 9.) the very mercy of 
God to me. 3 


297. I have had alſo, together with this, 
ſome notable place or other of the word pre- 
ſented before me, which word hath contained 
in it ſome ſharp and pjercing ſentence concern- 
ing the periſhing of the ſoul, notwithſtanding 
gifts and parts; as for inſtance, that hath been 
of great uſe to me, Though I ſpeak with the 
tongue of men and angels, and have not charity, 
J am become as ſounding braſs, and a tinkling 
cymbal, 1 Cor, 13. 1,2. . 

2298. A tinkling cymbal is an inſtrument 
of muſick, with which a skilful player can 
make ſuch melodious and heart-inflaming mu- 
ſick, that all, who hear him play, can ſcarcely 
hold from dancing; and yet behold the cymbal 
hath not life, neither comes the muſick from 
it, but becauſe of the art of him that plays 
therewith, ſo then the inſtrument at laſt may 
come to nought and periſh, though in times 

paſt ſuch muſick hath been made upon it. 
299. Juſt thus, I ſaw it was and will be 
with them that have gifts, but want ſaving 
15 f | T 


grace; 
cymbal 
could 


ſervice 
worſhi 


ft 
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grace 3 they are in the hand of Chriſt, as the 
cymbal in the hand of David; and as David 
could with the cymbal make that mirth in the 
ſervice of God, as to elevate the hearts of the 
worſhippers, fo Chriſt can uſe theſe gifted men, 


as with them to affect the ſouls of his people 


in his church; yet, when he hath done all, 
hang them by, as Iifeleſs, though ſounding cym- £7 


bals. a ' E 
300. This conſideration therefore, together 
with ſome others, were, for the moſt part, as 


a maul on the head of pride, and defire of 


vain-glory: What, thought J, ſhall I be proud, 
becauſe J am a founding braſs? Is it ſo much 
to be a fiddle? Hath not the leaſt creature, 


that hath life, more of God in it than theſe ? 
Beſides, I knew *twas love ſhould never die, 


but theſe muſt ceaſe and vaniſh : So I con- 


cluded, a little grace, a little love, a little of 


the true fear of God, is better than all the 


gifts; yea, and I am fully convinced of it, 


that it is poſſible for ſouls that can ſcarce give 
a man an anſwer, but with great confuſion 
as to method ; I fay, it is as poſſible for them 


to have a thouſand times more. grace, and fo, 


to be more in the love 'and favour of the 
Lord, than ſome who, by the vertue of the 
gift of Knowledge, can deliver themſelves like 
angels. | | 


301. Thus therefore I came to perceive, that 
though gifts in themſelves were good, to the 


4 
- 


thing for which they are deſigned, to wit, the 
| 3 edification 


x 


i 


* 
* 


| 
| 
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edification of others, yet empty and without 
ower. to ſave the ſoul of him that hath them, 
if they be alone : Neither are they, as fo, any 


ſigu of a man's ſtate to be happy, being only 


a diſpenſation of God to ſome, of whoſe im- 
provement, or non-improvement, they muſt, 


when a little love more is over, give an ac- 


count to him that is ready to judge the quick 
and the dead, , 


| 
302. This ſhewed me too, that gifts being 


alone, were dangerous, not in themſelves, but 
becauſe of thoſe evils that attend them that 
have them, to wit, pride, defire of vain-glory, 
ſelf-conceit, &c, all which were eaſily blown up 
at the applauſe and commendation of eyery un- 
adviſed Chriſtian, to the endangering of a poor 
creature to fall into the condemnation of the 


Devil. , 


303. I ſaw therefore that he that hath gifts 
had need be let into a light of the nature of 
them, to wit, that they come ſhort of making 
of him to be in a truly ſaved condition, left he 


reſt in them, and ſo fall ſhort of the grace of 


God. : 1 
394. He hath alſo cauſe to walk humbly 
with God, and be little in his own eyes, and 


to remember withal, that his gifts are not bis 


own, but the churches; and that by them he 


is made a ſervant to the church; and he muſt 
giye at laſt an account of his ſtewardſhip unto 


the Lord Jeſus ; and to give à good account 


305. Let 


305. 
the fe: 
Grable) 
better 
not ſay 
Lord 
ſuch 2 


ut 
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305. Let all men therefore prize a little with 
the fear of the Lord, (gifts, indeed, are de- 
firable) but yet great grace and ſmall gifts are 
better than great. gifts and no grace. It doth 
not ſay, the Lord gives gifts and glory, but the 
Lord gives grace and glory; and bleſſed is 
ſuch an one, to whom the Lord gives grace, 


true grace, for that is à certain fore-runner of | 


Glory, 

306. But when Satan perceived, that his 
thus 3 and aſſaulting of me would not 
anſwer his 
miniſtry, and make it ineffectual, as to the 
ends thereof: Then he tried another way, 
which was to ſtir up the minds of. the ignorant 
and malicious to load me with ſlanders and re- 
proaches: Now therefore I may ſav, That 
what the Devil could deviſe, and his inſtru- 
ments invent, was Whirled up and down the 
country 20ainſt me, thinking, as I ſaid, that by 
that means they ſhould make my miniſtry to be 
abandoned. 

307. It began therefore to be rumoured up 
and down among the people, that I was n 
a jeſuit, a highwayman, and the like. 

308. To all which, I ſhall only fay, God 
knows that I am innocent. But as for mine 
accuſers, let them provide themſelves to meet 
me before the tribunal of the ſon: of God, there 
to anſwer for all theſe things (with all the reſt 
of their iniquities) _ God ſhall give them 


i | Tepentancs | 
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deſign, to wit, to overthrow the 
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repentance for them, for the which J pray wit 
all my heart. eh GE 
309. But that which was reported with the 
boldeſt confidence was, that I had my Miſes, 
my i bores, my Baſtards, yea, tuo wives af 
once, and the like, Now theſe ſlanders (with 
the other) I glory in, becauſe but flanders, 
fooliſn, or knaviſh lies, and-falfhoods: caſt upon 
me by the Devil and his ſeed; and ſhould J not 
be dealt with thus wickedly by the world, I 
ſhould want one ſign of a faint, and a child of 
God; ''Bl:ſed are you (ſaid the Lord Jeſus) 
when men ſhall revile you, and perſecute yon, 
and ſhall ſay all manner of evil of you falſly © for 
my ſake, rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for -great 
is your reward in Heaven; jor ſo perſecuted 
they the prophets which were before you, Matt, 
4-33} - | 
310. Theſe things therefore, upon mine 
own account, trouble me not; no, tho” they 
were twenty times more than they are. I have 
a good conſcience ; and whereas they ſpeak evil 
of me, as an evil-doer, they ſhall be aſhamed 
that falſly accuſe my good converſation in 


_ Chriſt, ; * £ wl 
311. So'then, what ſhall L fay to thoſe that th 
have thus beſpattered me] fhall I threaten 1 th 


them? ſhall I chide them? ſhall I flatter * 1 
them? ſhall I intreat them to hold their | 


tongues? no, not I, were it not for that 5 
theſe things make them ripe for damnation, * 
that are the authors and abtttors, Þ would ſay 0 


unto 
/ 
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unto them, Report it, becauſe it will increaſe” 

my glory. 
312. Therefore I bind theſe the and ſlanders 

to me as an ornament, it belongs to my Chri- 


proached and reviled; and "th all this is no- 
ching elſe, as my God and my conſcience do 
bear me witneſs ; I rejoyce in reproaches for 
[| Chriſt's ſake, | 
: 313. Talfo calling all thoſe fools, or knaves, 
chat have thus made it any thing of their 
buſineſs, to affirm any of theſe things afore- 
named of me, namely, that I have been 
naught with other women, or the like. When 
they have uſed to the utmoſt of their endea- 
yours, and made the fulleſt enquiry, that they 
can, to prove againſt me truly, that there is any 
women jn heaven, or earth, or hell, that can 
ſay, I have at any time, in any place, by day 
or night, ſo much as attempted to be naught 
with them, and ſpeak I thus, to beg mine ene- 
mies into a good eſteem of me? no, not I: I 
will in this beg belief of no man: believe or 
disbelieve me in this, all is a caſe to me. 
314. My foes have miſſed their mark in this 
their ſhooting at me. Iam not the man, I wiſh 
that they themſelves be guiltleſs, if all the for- 
nicators and adulterers in England were hang- 
ed up by the neck till they be dead, ohn 


Bunyan, the object of their envy, would be ſtill 


alive and well. I know not whether there be 
ſuch: a thing as a woman breathing under the 


G 5 copes 


ſtian profeſſion to be vilified, ſlandered, re- 
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copes of heaven, but by their apparel, their chil- 


dren, or by common fame, except my wife. 


315. And in this I admire the wiſdom of 


God, that he made me ſhy of women from my 
firſt converſion until now. Theſe know, and 
can alfo bear me witneſs, with whom I have 
been moſt intimately concerned, that it is a 
rare thing to ſee me catry jt pleaſant towards 
a woman ; the common falutation of women 1 
abhor, tis odious to me in whomſoever I ſee 
it, Their company alone I cannot away with 
I ſeldom ſo much as touch a woman's hand, 
\ for I think theſe things are not ſo becoming 
me. When 1 have ſeen good men ſalute thoſe 
women that they have viſited, or that have vi- 

fited them, I have at times made my objection 


inſt it ; and when they have anſwered, that 


it was but a piece of civility, I have told them, 
it is not a comely ſight, Some indeed have ur- 
ged the holy kiſs ; but when I have asked, why 
they made baulks, why they did falute the moſt 
handſome, and let the ill-favour'd go ; thus 
how laudable ſoever fuch things have been in 
the eyes of others, they have been unſeemly in 
my ght. n 
316. And now for a wind-up in this matter, 
J calling not only men, but angels, to prove 
me guilty of having carnally to do with any 
women fave my wife; nor am I afraid to do 
it a ſecond time, knowing that I cannot offend 
the Lord in ſuch a caſe, to call God for a re- 
g0rd upon my ſoul, that in theſe things I am 
innocent, 
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innocent, Not that I have been thus kept, be- 
cauſe of any goodneſs in me, more than any 
other, but God has been merciful to me, and 
has kept me, to whom I pray that he will keep 
me ſtill, not only from this, but from every 
evil way and work, and preſerve me to his 
heavenly kingdom. Amen. 3 

317: Now as Satan laboured, by reproaches, 
and flanders, to make me vile among my 
countrymen, that, if poſſible, my preaching 
might be made of none effect; ſo there was 
added hereto, a long and tedious impriſon- 


ment, that thereby 1 might be frightned from 


my ſervice for Chriſt, and the world terrified, 
and made afraid to hear me preach, in which 
I ſhall, in the next place, give you a brief ac- 
count, | 


A brief account of the author's impriſon- 


318. Hing made profeſſion of the glo- 

rious goſpel of Chriſt a long time, 
and preached the ſame about five years, I was 
apprehended at a meeting of a good people in 
the country, (among whom, had they let me 


alone, I ſhould have. preached that day, but- 


they took me away from amongſt them) and 
| G 6 had 
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had me before a Juſtice ; who aſter I had of 
fered ſecurity for my appearing the next ſeſſions, 
yet committed me,, becauſe. my ſureties would 
not canſent to be bound that I ſhould preach 


no more to the people. 


319. At the ſeſſions after, I was indicted for 
an upholder and maintainer. of unlawful al. 
ſemblies and conventicles, and for not con- 
forming to the national worſhip of the church 
of England; and after ſome conference there 
with the jeſuits, they taking my plain dealing 
with them for a confeſſion, as they termed it, 
of the indictment, did ſentence me to a perpetual 


| baniſhment, becauſe. 1 refuſed to conform. 80 


being again delivered up to the goaler's hands, 
I was had, home to priſon, and there have 
lain now compleat twelve years, waiting to ſee 


what God would ſuffer theſe men to do. with 


me. ; 

320. In which condition J have continued 
with much content, through grace, but have 
met with many turnings and goings upon my 
heart, both from the Lord, Satan, and my own 
corruptions; by all which (glory be to Jeſus 
Chriſt) I have alſo received among many things, 
much conviction, inſtruction, and underſtand- 


ing, of which at large I ſhall not here diſcourſe ; 


only give you a hint or two, a word that may 
ſtir up the godly to bleſs God, and to pray for 
me ; and alſo to take encouragement, ſhould 


the caſe be their own, not to fear what man can 
do. unto. them. 


321. 1 


ld 


* 


321. I never had, in all my life, ſo great 
an inlet into the word of God as now; them 
ſcriptures that I ſaw nothing in before, are 
made in this place, and ſtate to ſhine upon me; 
Jeſus Chriſt alſo was never more real and ap- 


parent than now; here I have ſeen and felt him 


indeed: O that word, Ve have not 'preached 


unto you cunningly, deviſed fables, 2 Pet. 1. 16. 


and that, God raiſed Chriſt from the dead, and 
gave him glory, that our faith and hope might be 
in God, 1 Pet. 1. 2. were bleſſed words unto- 
me in this impriſoned condition. 

322, Theſe three or four ſcriptures alſo. 
have been great refreſhments in this condi- 
tion to me, John 14. 1, 2, 3, 4. John 16. 33. 
Col. 3. 3, 4. Heb. 12. 12, 23, 24. So that ſome- 
times, when J have been in the favour of them, 


I have been able to laugh at deſtruction, and 


to fear neither his horſe nor his rider. I have 
had ſweet ſights of the forgiveneſs of my ' ſins 
in this place, and of my being with Jeſus in 
another world: O the mount Sion, the heavenly 


Jeruſalem, the innumerable company of Angels, 


and God the judge F all, and the ſpirits jut 
men made perfect, and Feſus, have been ſweet 
unto me in this place. I have feen that here, 
that I am perſuaded Þ ſhall. never, while in this 
world, be able to expreſs. I have ſeen a truth 
in this ſcripture, whom having not ſeen, yet love; 
in whom, though now you ſee him not, yet be- 
heving, yet rejoyce with joy unſpeakable, and full 
of gloxy, 1 Pet. 1,8 


323. L 


to the chief of Sinners. 147 


ccc 
— L 3 === 2 


. <E 


— —_—————— ——_ 4 


—— 
—— * 


148 Grace abounding 
323. I never knew what it was for God t 
ſtand by me at all times, and at every offelf; 
of Satan to afflidt me, Cc. as I have found 
bim ſince I came in hither; for look hoy 
| fears have preſented themſelves, ſo have ſup- 
| ports and encouragements ; yea, when I have 
1 ſtarted, even as it were, at nothing elſe but my fi 
ſhadow, yet God, as being very tender of me, 
bath not ſuffered me to be moleſted, but would, 
with one ſeripture or another, ſtrengthen me 326 
againſt all; inſomuch that I have often faid, Ii; invi 
| Mere it lawful, I could pray for greater trauble, way n 
| for the greater comforts ſake, leſ. 7. 14. that a 
| 


1. 3. | fl 
324. Before I came to priſon, I faw what the th 
was a coming, and bad eſpecially two confi. Þ thus 
derations warm upon my heart; the firſt was, I for a 
| how to be able to encounter death, ſhould that I and f 
| be here my portion ; for the firſt of theſe, that provi 
[ ſcripture, Col. 1. 11. was great information ta I ment 
| me, namely, to pray to God to be frengthendd is th 
| with all might, according ts his glorious power, I prize. 
| unto all patience and leng-ſuffering with jeyful- | thor 
neſs, I could ſeldom go to prayer before I was Chr 
impriſoned, but for not fo little as a year to- touc 
gether, this ſentence for ſweet petition, would, 10 7 
as it were, thruſt itſelf into my mind, and per- ha 
ſuade me, that if ever I would through long- my 
ſuffering, I muſt have patience, eſpecially if 1 the 
would endure it joyfully. | 
325. As to the ſecond conſideration, that fou 
ſaying (2 Cor, 1, 9.) was of great uſe to 5 mi 

| f us 
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we had the ſentence of death in ourſelves, 
in ourſelves, but in God 


Fer hat we might not truff 
müht raiſed the dead: By this ſcripture I was 


Wnade to ſee, that if ever I would ſuffer rightly, 
P-J muſt firſt paſs a ſentence of death upon every 


VeShing that can properly be called a thing of this 


Wife, even to reckon myſelf, my wife, my chil- 
©, (dren, my health, my enjoyments, and all, as 
d, Bead to me, and myſelf as dead to them. 
ny 326. The ſecond was to live upon God that 
is inviſible ; as Paul ſaid in another place, the 
„way not to faint, is to look not at the things 
„Ichat are ſeen, but at the things that are nat ſeen, 
for the things that are ſeen are temporal; but 
UN the things that are not ſeen are eternal: And 
thus I reaſoned with myſelf, if I provide only 
bor a priſon, then the whip comes at unawares ; 
and fo doth alſo the pillory. Again, if I only 
provide for theſe, then I am not fit for baniſſ 
ment : Further, if I conclude that baniſhment 


is the worſt, then, if death come, I am ſur- 


prized ; ſo that I ſee, the beſt way to go 
thorow ſufferings is to truſt in God through 
Chriſt, as touching the world to come; and as 
touching this world, to count the grave my houſe, 
to make my bed in darkneſs, ta ſay to corruption, 
thou art my father, and to the worm, thou art 


my mother, and ſiſter; that is, to familiarize 


theſe things to me. 


327. But notwithſtanding theſe helps, I 


found myſelf a man, encompaſſed with infir- 
mities z the parting with my wife and 27 
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children, hath often been. to me in this Race 
the pulling the fleſh from the bones, and tha 
not only becauſe I am ſomewhat too fond d 
theſe great 'mercies, but alſo becauſe I ſhoull 
have often brought to my mind the many hard- 
| ſhips, miſeries, and wants, that my poor family 
was like to meet with, ſhould 1 be taken from 
« them, eſpecially my poor blind child, who lay 
nearer ' my heart than all I had beſide : 
thoughts of the hardſhip I thought my blind one 
might go under, would break my heart to pieces, 
328. Poor child! thought I, what ſorrow 
art thou like to have ſor thy portion in this 
world? thou muſt be beaten, muſt beg, ſuffer 
hunger, cold, nakedneſs, and a thouſand cala 
mities, though I cannot now endure the wind 
ſhould blow upon thee. 
ſelf, thought I, I muſt venture you all 'with 
God, though it goeth to the quick to leave you: 
Ol ſaw, in this condition, [ was as a man who 
Was pulling down his houſe upon the head of 
his wife and children; yet, thought I, J mult 
And now I thought on theſe 
tuo mi'ch kine that were to carry the ark of Gd 
into another country, and to leave their calves 
. behind them, 1 Sam. 6. 10, 12. 

320. But that which helped me in this temp- 
tation were, divers conſiderations, of which, 
three in ſpecial here I will name, the fiſt was 
the conſideration of thoſe two ſcriptures, leave 
thy fatherleſs children, I will preſerve them alive, 
and let thy widows truſt in me. 


— —  — 


Be yet recalling my- 


do it, I muſt do it: 


And again, 7h: 
Lord 
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ord faid, verily it all go well with thy rem- 
nants. verily, I will cauſe the enemy. to entreat 
them well in the time of evil, &c, Jer. 49. 11. 
hap. 15. 11. BY. T8: | 
330. J had alſo this conſideration, that if I 
ould not venture all for God, I engaged God 
o take care of my concernments ; but if I for- 


ſook bim in his ways, for fear of any trouble 


that ſhould come to me or mine, then I ſhould 


not only falſify my profeſſion, but ſhould count 


alſo that my concernments were not fo ſure, if 
left at God's feet, whilſt T ſtood to and for his 
name, as they would be if they were under my 
own” care, tho? with the denial of the way of 
God. This was a ſraarting conſideration, an 
as "ſpurs unto my fleſh, That ſcripture alſo 
greatly helpeth it to faſten the more on me, 
where Chriſt prays againſt Judas, that God 
would diſappoint him in his ſelfiſh thought, which 
moved him to ſell his Maſter, pray read it ſo- 
berly, P/alm 109. 6,7, 8, &c. Ry 
331. I had alſo another conſideration, and 
that was, the dread of the torments of hell, 


which I was ſure they muſt partake of, that for 


fear of the croſs, do ſhrink from their profeſſion 
of Chriſt ; his words and laws before the ſons 
of men, I thought alſo of the glory that he 
had prepared for thoſe that, in faith, and love, 
and patience, ſtood to his ways before them. 
Theſe things, I ſay, have helped me, when the 
thoughts 'of the miſery that both myſelf and 
mine might, for the fake of my 'profeflion, 

be 
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mind. Ay nditio! 
332. When J have indeed conceited that I Gd, 
might be baniſhed for my profeſſion, then I hae « be 
thought of that ſcripture, they were ſtoned, theyime all 
dere ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were ſlain 
with the ſword ; they wandred about in fheth, 
ſins and goat-ſkins, being deſtitute, affiifted, tor- 
' - mented, of whom the world was not worthy, ſot th 
all they thought they were too bad to dwellſhow w 
and abide amongſt them. I have alſo thoughtÞee 
of that ſaying, the Holy Ghaſt witnefſeth in even ſit: 
city, that bands and afflictions abide me. I have 
verily thought, that my ſoul and it have ſome. 
times reaſoned about the fore and fad eſtate of 
a baniſhed and exiled condition; how they are 
expoſed to hunger, to cold, to perils, to na- 
kedneſs, to enemies, and a thouſand calamities; 
and at laſt, it may be to die in a ditch, like 31 
poor forlorff and deſolate ſheep. But I thank 
God, hitherto I have not been moyed by theſe 
- moſt delicate reafonings, but have rather, by Ax 
them, more approved my heart to God. 
333- Iwill tell you a pretty buſineſs ; I was 
once above all the reſt, in a very ſad and low 
condition for many weeks; at which time alſo 
I being but a young priſoner, and not acquaint- 


ed with the laws, had this laid much upon my this 
ſpirit, that my impriſonment might end at tht thous 
gallows for ought that I could tall. Now there- N ſpeab 
fore Satan laid hard at me, to beat me out of 
heart, by ſuggeſting thus unto me, but how, if Fl, if 


when 


nen y0u come indeed to die, you ſbould be in this 
mdition ; that is, as nat ta ſavour the things 
Gad, nor to haue any evidence upon your joul 
wr 6 better ſtate hereafter ? for indeed, at this 
me all the things of God were hid from my 
l. N 
334. Wherefore, when I at firſt began to 
ink of this, it was a great trouble to me; for 
thought with myſelf, that in the condition I 
ow was. in, I was not fit to die, neither, in- 
led, did think I could, if I ſhould be called to 


t: beſides, I thought with myſelf, if I ſhould 
ake a ſcrambling ſhift to clamber up the lad- 


Per, yet I would either with quaking, or other. 


of Fymptom, of fainting, give occaſion to the ene- 
ny to reproach the way of God and his people 


great trouble upon me; for, methoughts, I was. 
aſhamed to die with a pale face, an tottering 
knees, in ſuch a caſe as this. 3 
335. Wherefore I prayed to God, that he 
} Frauld: comfort me, and give me ſtrength to 
dy and fufter what he could call me to; yet 
$ no comfort appeared, but all continued hid: 
was allo, at this time, ſo really poſſeſſed with 
2 the thought of death, that oft I was as if I was 
Jon a ladder with a rope about my neck, ow 
this was for ſome encouragement to me, 


thought I might now have an opportunity to | 


- Uſpeak my laſt words unto a multitude, which 1 


thought would come to ſee me die; and, thought 


i. if it muſt be ſo, if God will hut convert one 


7 ſoul 
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or their timorouſneſs, This therefore lay with 
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ſoul by my laſt words, 1 ſhall not count m 
life thrown away, nor loſt, | 

336. But yet all the things of God were 
kept out of my fight, and ſtilf the tempter fol. 
lowed me with, But whether mu/# you go when 
Jou die ? what will become of you? where U 
you be found in another world © what evidence 
have you'for heaven and glory, and an inheritanc 
among them that are janified 9 thus was 
toſſed for many weeks, and knew not what to 
do ; at laſt this conſideration fell with weight 
upon me, that it was for the word and way if 
Cod that I as in this condition, wherefore Twas 
engaged not to flinch an hair's breadth from it. 

337. I thought alſo, that God might chooſe}; for i 
whether he would give me comfort now or at 5 : 
the hour of death, but I might not therefore "mer 
_ whether I would hold my profeſſio ion or 20 

: T was bound, but he was free, yea, twas EA 
ep duty to ſtand to his word, whether he would 76 
ever look upon me, or ſare me at the laſt: hiv 
wherefore, thought I, fave the point being 
thus, I am for going on, and venturing my 
eternal ſtate with Chriſt, whether T have com- 
fort here or no; if God doth not come in, 
thought TI, T will leap off the ladder even blind: 
fold into eternity, fink or ſwim, come heaven, 
come hell, Lord Feſus, if thou wilt catch me, do; 
F net, I will venture for thy name. 

338. I was no ſooner fixed with this reſolu- 
tion, but the word dropped upon me, doth Job 
ſerve God For nought? as if the accuſer — 

fa 


hy 


aid, | Li 
thee fo; 
hedge a, 
hand, « 
rent 
is this 1 
erve C 
a godly 
rather | 
hope I 
(God 
profeſſ 
and as 
ſet bef 
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cated 
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id, Lord, job is no upright man, he ſerves 
Vie for bye reſpects : belt thau not made an 
bedez about him, &c. ? But put forth now thine 
hand, and touch all that he hath, and he will 


js this the ſign of an upright ſoul, to deſire to 
erve God, when all is taken from him ? Is he 
a godly man, that will ſerve God for, 1 
tber than give out? bleſſed be God ; then 

Pope I have an upright heart, for I am reſolved 


God giving me ſtrength). never to deny my 


Iprofeſſion, tho! I had nothing at all for my pains, 
Land as I Was thus conſidering, that ſcripture was 
ſt before me, P/alm 44. 12, Cc. 


339: Now was my heart full of comfort, 


for I hoped it was ſincere ?. I would not have 
been without this tr 215 for much; I am com- 
orted every time I think of it, and 1 hope I 


have had by it, Many. more of the dealings 


of God towards me, I might relate, but theſe 
out of the ſpoils men, in battle have, I . dedi- 
cated to maintain the aſe of - God, 1 W 
27. 2 27 


ue thee to thy face. How now, thought I, 


ſhall bleſs God for ever for the teaching 1 
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1. Of il the temptations that ever I mei 


Was, with which I have been refreſhed, 


; % „„ k * 1 
0 G. 1 45 * 7 | þ 


with in my life, to queſtion the bein 
of God, and truth of the goſpel, is the work; 


and the worſt to be born; when this tempt; 


tion comes, it takes away my girdle from tit 
and removeth the foundation from under me 
„I have often thought of that word, hay 
loins girt about you with truth; and of that, 


when the foundations are dyſtroyed, what can th 


righteous do? 2 

2. Sometimes, when after fin committed, ] 
have looked for ſore chaſtiſement from the han 
of God, the very next that I have had from him 
hath been the diſcovery of his grace. Some: 
times, when I have been comforted, I have call. 
ed myſelf a fool for my ſo ſinking unde 
trouble. And then again, when J have been caf 
down, I thought I was not wiſe, to give ſuch 
way to comfort. With ſuch ſtrength and weight 
hath both theſe been upon me. 

3. I have wondered much at this one thing, 
that tho God doth viſit my ſoul with never ſo 


- bleſſed a diſcovery of himſelf, yet I have found 


again, that ſuch hours have attended me after- 


wards, that I have been in my ſpirit fo filled}. 


with darkneſs, that I could not ſo much a 
once conceive, what that God and-that comfort 


4, I 


praye! 
me 
and 
do n 
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4, J have ſometimes ſeen more in a line of 
the Bible, than I could well tell how to ſtand 
under, and yet at andther time the whole 
Bible hath been to me as dry as a tick ;, or 
rather, my heart hath been fo dead and dr 
unto it, that I could not conceive” the lea 
drachm of refreſhment, though I have looked 
it all over. | 1 | 
5. Of all fears, they are beſt that are made 
Joy the blood of Chriſt ; and of all joy, that is 
che ſweeteft that is mixed with mourning over 
Chriſt : Oh ! *tis a goodly thing! to be on our 
knees, with Chriſt in our arms, before God. I 
hope I know ſomething of theſe things. 
6 I find, to this day, ſeven abominations in 
Amy heart: 1. Inclining to unbelief. 2. Sud- 
afldenly to forget the love and mercy that Chriſt 
| manifeſteth., 3. A leaning to the works 
„Jef the law, 4. Wanderings and coldneſs in 
prayer. 5. To forget to watch for that I pray 
por. 6. Apt to murmer becauſe I have no more, 
bY and yet ready fo abuſe what I have, 7. I can 
th do none of thoſe things which God commands 
me, but my corruptions will thruſt /in them- 
| ſelves. ben I would do good, evil is preſent 
of with me. oF 
7. Theſe things I continually ſee and feel, 
Ind am afflicted and oppreſſed with, yet the 
viſdom of God doth order them for my good. 
I. They make me abhor myſelf, 2. They 
keep me from truſting my heart. 3. They con- 
vince me of the inſufficiency of all inherent 
inks Go righteouſneſs, 
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cg) 4. They ſhew me the neceſſi 


158 


flying to eſus. 5, They preſs me to pray 
unto God. 7 hey ſhew me the need I have 
to watch and be ſober. 7. And provoke me to 


pray unto God through Chriſt, to ** me, and 


Fd 


carry me through this . 


8 * 
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| 4 continuation * Mr. Bunyan” s life ; beginning 


where he. left off, and concluding with the time 
and manner of his death and burial ; together 
with his true character, & G. 


R this book has already given you a faith- 
ful and very moving relation of the beginning 
and middle of the days of his pilgrimage on 
earth; and ſince there yet remains ſomewhat 
worthy of notice and regard, which occurt'd in 
the laſt ſcene of this life, the which, for want 
of time, or fear, ſome over-cenforious people 
ſhould impute it to him, as an earneſt coveting 
of praiſe from men, he has not left behind him 
in writing. Wherefore, as a true friend, and 
long acquaintance of Mr, Bunyar's, that his good 
end may be known, as well as his evil begin- 
ning, I have taken upon me, from my know- 
ledge, and the beſt account given by others of 
his friends, to piece this to the Thread, too ſoon 
broke off, and ſo lengthen it out to his entring 
upon eternity. | * 

| e 


Eader, the painful and induſtrious author of 
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He has told you at large of his birth and edu- 
cation; the evil habits and corruptions of his 
youth; the temptations he ſtrugled and con- 
flicted fo frequently with, the mercies, comforts,/ 
and deliverances he found, how he came to 
take upon him his preaching of the goſpel; the 
flanders, reproaches and impriſonments that at- 
tended him, and the progreſs he notwithſtand- 
ing made, (by the aſſiſtance of God's grace) no 
doubt to the ſaving of many ſouls : therefore 
take theſe things, as he himſelf has methodically 
laid them down in the words of verity ; and ſo 
I paſs on as to what remains, | 

After this, being freed from his twelve years 
impriſonment and upwards, for nonconformity, 
wherein he had time to furniſh the world with 
ſundry good books, &c. and, by bis patience, to 
move Dr, Barlow, then the biſhop of Linceln, 
and other Church-men, to pity his hard and 
unreaſonable ſufferings, ſo far as to ſtand very 
much his friends, in procuring his enlargement, 
or there perhaps he had died, by the noiſomneſs 
and ill- uſage of the place. Being now, I ſay, 
again at liberty, and having, through mercy, 
ſhaken off his bodily fetters, for thoſe upon his 
ſoul were broken before, by the abounding grace 
that filled his heart, he went to viſit thoſe that 
had been a comfort to him in his tribulation, 
with a Chriſtian-like acknowledgment of their 
kindneſs and enlargement of charity ; giving 
encouragement by his example, if it happened 
to be their hard haps to fall into affliction 6r 
trouble, then to ſuffer N for the ſake of 

| * 
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a good conſcience, and for the love of God in 
Jeſus Chriſt towards their ſouls, and by many 
cordial perſuaſions, ſupported ſome, whoſe ſpirits 
began to ſink low, through the fear of danger 
that threatned their worldly concernment, ſo 
that the people found a wonderful conſolation in 
his diſcourſe and admonitions. 

As often as opportunity would admit, he ga- 
thered them together (though the law was then 
in force againſt meetings) in convenient places, 
and fed them with the ſincere milk of the word, 
that they might grow up in grace thereby. To 
ſuch as were any where taken and impriſoned 


upon theſe accounts, he made it another part 


of his buſineſs to extend his charity, and gather 
relief for ſuch of them as wanted, 

He took great care to viſit the ſick, and 
ſtrengthen them againſt the ſuggeſtions of the 
tempter, which at ſometimes are very preva- 
lent : ſo that they had cauſe for ever to bleſs 

Gad, who had put it into his heart, at ſuch a 
time, to reſcue them from the power of the 
roaring lion, who ſought to devour them ; nor 
did he. ſpare any pains or labour in travel, tho' 
to the remote countries where he knew, or ima- 
gined any people might ſtand in need of his aſ- 
ſiſtance, inſomuch that ſome, by theſe viſita- 
tions that he had made, which was two or three 
every year, (ſome, though in a jeering manner, 
no doubt, gave him the epithet of biſhop Bunyan) 
- whilſt others envied him for his ſo earneſtly la- 
bouring in Chriſt's vineyard, yet the ſeed of the 
word he all this while ſowed in the hearts of his 
* con- 
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congregation, watered with the grace of God, 
brought forth in abundance, in bringing in diſ- 
ciples to the church of Chriſt, 
Another part of his time he ſpent in recon- 
ciling differences, by which he hindred many 
miſchiefs, and ſaved ſome families from ruin ; 
and in ſuch fallings-out, he was uneaſy till he 
found a means to make a reconciliation, and 
become a peace- maker; on whom a bleſſing is 
promiſed in holy writ; and indeed in doing this 
good office, he may be ſaid to ſum up his days, 
it being the laſt undertaking of his life, as will 
appear in the cloſe of this paper. 
When in the late reign, liberty of conſcience 
vras unexpectedly given and indulged to diſſen- 
ters of all perſuaſions, his piercing wit penetra- 
ted the veil, and found that it was not for the 
diſſenters ſake they were ſo ſuddenly freed from 
the proſecutions that had long lain heavy upon 
them, and ſet, in a manner, on an equal foot 
with the church of England, which the papiſts 
were undermining, and about to ſubvert : He 
forefaw all the advantages that could redound to 
the diſſenters, would have been no more than 
what Poyphemus, the monſtrous giant of Szcily 
would have allowed Les, viz. That he would 
eat his men firſt, and do him the favour of being 
eaten laſt : for although Mr. Bunyan, following 
> the examples of others, did lay hold of this li- 
) Y berty, as an acceptable thing in itſelf, knowing 
" | God is the only Lord of conſcience, and that it 
is good at all times to do according to the die- 
tates of a good conſcience, and that the preach- 
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ing the glad tydings of the goſpel is beautiful in 
the preacher; yet in all this he moved with 
caution and a holy fear, earneſtly praying for the 
averting impendent judgments, which he ſaw, 
like a black tempeſt, hunging over our heads for 
our fins, and ready to break upon us, and that 
the Ninevites remedy was now highly neceſſary. 
{ Hereupon he gathered his congregation at Bed. 
| ' ford, where he moſtly lived, and had lived and 
ſpent the greateſt part of his life ; and there be- 
ing no convenient place to be had, for the en- 
tertainment of ſo great a concourſe of people as 
followed him, upon the account of his teaching, 
he conſulted with them for the building of a 
meeting-houſe ; to which they made their vo- 
luntary contributions, with all chearfulneſs and 
alacrity ; and the firſt time he appeared there 
to edify, the place was ſo thronged, that many 
were conſtrained to ſtay without, though the 
houſe was very ſpacious, every one ſtriving to 
partake of his inſtructions, that were of his per- 
iuaſion, and ſhew their good- will towards him, 
by being preſent at the opening the place : 
And here he lived in much peace and quiet of 
mind, contenting himſelf with that little God 
had beſtowed upon him, and ſequeſtring him- 
ſelf from all ſecular employments, to follow 
that of his call to the miniſtry ; for as God 
ſaid to Moſes, he that made the lips and heart, 
can give eloquence and wiſdom, without extra- 

ordinary acquirements in an univerſity, 
During theſe things there were regulators 
ſent into ali cities and towns corporate, to new- 
"3: model 


to the chief of & mers. 163 


model the government in the magiſtracy, &c. 
by turning out ſome, and putting in others: 
againft this Mr. Bunyan expreſſed his zeal with 
ſome warmneſs, as foreſeeing the bad conſe- 
quence that would attend it, and laboured, with 
his congregation, to prevent their being impoſed 
on in this kind; and when a great man in thoſe- 
days coming to Bedford, upon ſome ſuch er- 
rand, ſent for him, as 'tis ſuppoſed, to give him 
a place of publick truſt, he would by no means 
come at him, but fent his excuſe, | 
When he was at leiſure from writing and 
teaching, he often came up to Londen, and there 
went among the congregations of the noncon- 
formiſts, and uſed his talent to the great good 
liking of the hearers ; and even ſome, to whom 
he had been miſrepreſented, upon the account 
of his education, were convinced of his worth 
and knowledge in ſacred things, as perceiving 
him to be a man of ſound judgment, deliver- 
ing himſelf plainly and powerfully ; inſomuch 
that many who came ſpectators for novelty, ra- 
ther than to be edified and improved, went away 
well ſatisfied with what they heard, and won- 
dred, as the Jetos did at the apoſtles, viz. whence 
this man ſhould have theſe things ; perhaps not 
conſidering that God more immediately aſſiſts 
thoſe that make it their buſineſs induſtriouſly and 
chearfully to labour in his vineyard. | 
Thus he ſpent his latter years in imitation of 
his Lord and maſter, the ever - bleſſed Jeſus : He 
went about doing good, ſo that the moſt prying 
critick, or even malice herſelf, is defied to find, 
| H 3 even 
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even upon the narroweſt ſearch or obſervation, 
any ſully or ſtain upon his reputation, with which 
he may be juſtly charged; and this we note, as 
a challenge to thoſe that have had the leaſt re- 
gard for bim, or them of his perſuaſion, and 
have one way or other appeared in the front of 
thoſe that oppreſſed him; and for the turning 
whoſe hearts, in obedience to the commiſſion and 
commandment given him of God, he fre- 
quently prayed, and ſometimes fought a bleſſing 
for them, even with tears, the effe&ts of which 
they may, peradventure, tho' undeſervedly, have 
found in their perſons, friends, relations, or 
eſtates ; for God will hear the prayer of the 
faithful, and anſwer them, even for them that 
vex them, as it happened in the cafe of Jacob's 
praying for the three perſons that had been 
grievous in their ' reproaches againſt him, even 
in the day of ſorrow. | 

hut yet let me come a little nearer to parti- 
culars, and periods, of time, for the better re- 
freſhing the memories of thoſe that knew his 


labour and ſufferings, and for the ſatisfaction of 


all that ſhall read this book. 

After he was ſenſibly convicted of the wicked 
ſtate of his life, and converted; he was baptized 
inte the congregation, and admitted a member 


thereof, viz. in the year 1655, and became ſpee- 


dily a very zealous profeſſor; but upon the re- 
turn of king Charles to the crown in 1600, he 
was, the 12th of November, taken as lie was edi- 
fying ſome good people that were got together 
to hear the word, and confined in Bed/ord Goal 


for 


r 
1 
r 


was very hard for moſt to be ſaved, ſaying, by 
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for the ſpace of ſix years, till the act of indul- 
gence to Diſſenters being allowed, he obtained 
his freedom by the interceſhon of ſame in truſt 
and power, that took pity of his ſufferings ; but 
within fix years afterwards he was again taken 
up, viz. in the year 1666, and was then con- 
fined for ſix years more, - when the goaler took 
ſuch pity of his rigorous ſufferings, that he did 
as the Egyptian goaler did to Foſeph, put all the 
care and truſt in his hand: When he was taken 
this laſt time he was preaching on theſe words, 
viz, Dol thou believe the ſon of Gd? and this 
impriſonment continued fix years, and when this 
was over, another ſhort affliction, which was an 
impriſonment of half.a year, fell to his ſhare. 


During theſe confinements he wrote theſe fol- 
lowing books, viz. Of Prayer by the Spirit + The 
Holy City's Reſurrection : Grace abounding Pil- 


grim's Progreſs, the Firſt Patt. | 

In the laſt year of his twelve years impriſon- 
ment, the paſtor of the congregation at Bedford 
died, and he was choſen to that care of fouls on 
the 12th of December 1671, and in this his charge 
he often had diſputes with ſcholars that came to 
oppoſe him, as ſuppoſing him an ignorant per- 
ſon; and though he argued plainly, and by ſcrip- 
ture, without phraſes and logical expreſſions, 


- 
s *» 


yet he nonplufs'd one who came to oppofe him 


in his congregation, by demanding whether or 
no we had the true copies of the original ſcrip- 


tures; and another, when he was a preaching, I 
It 


accuſed him of uncharitableneſs, for ſaying, 


that 
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his wife, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, was lite a 
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that he went about to exclude moſt of his con- 
gregation; but he confuted him, and put him 
to ſilence with the parable of the ſtony ground, 
and other texts out of Matt. 13. in our Saviour's 
ſermon out of a ſhip ; all his methods being to 
keep cloſe to the ſcriptures ; and what he found 
not warranted there, himſelf would not warrant 
nor determine, unleſs in ſuch caſes as were plain, 
wherein no doubts or ſcruples did ariſe, 

But not to make any further mention of this 
kind, it is well known, that this perſon ma— 
naged all his affairs with ſuch exactneſs, as if 
he had made it his ſtudy, above all other things, 
not to give occaſion of offence, but rather ſuf- 
fer many inconveniencies, to avoid being never 
heard to reproach or revile any, what injury 
ſoever he received, but rather to rebuke thoſe 
that did; as it was in his converſation, ſo it is 
manifeſted in thoſe books he has cauſed to be 
publiſhed to the world, where like the arch-angel 
diſputing with Satan about the body of Maſes, as 
we find it in the epiſtle of St. Jude, brings no 
railing accuſation, but leaves the rebukers (thoſe 
that perfecuted him) to the Lord, 

In his family he kept up a very ſtrict diſci- 
pline in prayer and exhortations, being in this 


like Jeſbua, as that good man expreſſes it, viz. 


Whatfoever others did; as for me and my houſe, 
we wiil ſerve the Lord; and indeed a bleſſing 
waited on his labours and endeavours, ſo that 
pleaſant 
vine upon the walls of his houſe, and his children 


like olive branches round his table, for fo ſhall it 
get be 
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be with the man that fears the Lord; and tho' 
by reaſon of the many loſſes he ſuſtained by im- 
priſonment and ſpoil of his chargeable ſicknels, 
c. his earthly treaſure ſwelled not to excels ; 
he always had ſufficient to live decently and 
credibly ; and with that he had the greateſt of all 
treaſures, which is content ; for as the wiſe man 
ſays, That ts a continual feaſt. ; | 
For where content dwells, even a poor cottage 
is a kingly palace ; and this happineſs he had all 
his life long, not ſo much minding this world, 
as knowing he was here as a pilgrim and ſtran- 
ger, and had no tarrying city, but looked for 
one not made with hands, eternal in the higheſt 
heavens ; but at length worn out with ſufferings, 
age, and often teaching, the day of his diſſolu- 
tion drew near, and death, that unlocks the 
priſon of the ſoul, to enlarge it for a more glo- 
rious manſion, put a ſtop to his acting his part 
on the ſtage of mortality; Heaven, like earthly 
princes when it threatens war, being always fo 
kind as to call home its ambaſſadors before it be 
denounced, and even the laſt act or undertaking 
of his, was a labour of love and charity; for it 


- fo falling out, that a young gentleman, a neigh- 


bour of Mr, Bunyan, happening into the diſplea- 
ſure of his father, and being much troubled in 
mind upon that account, as alſo for that he had 


heard his father propoſed to diſinherit him, or 


otherwiſe deprive bim of what he had to leave; 
he pitched upon Mr. Bunyan as a fit man to make 
way for his ſubmiſſion, and prepare his fathes 


mind to receive him ; and he, as willing to do 


any 


* ' 
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any good office, as it could be requeſted, as rea. 
dily undertook, it; and ſo riding to Reading in 
Berkjhire, he there uſed ſuch prefling arguments 
and reaſons againſt anger and paſſion, as alſo for 
love and reconciliation, that the father was mol- 
lified, and his bowels yearned to his ſon, 

But Mr, Bunyan, after he had diſpoſed all 
things-to the beſt, for accommodation, return- 
ing to London, and being overtaken with ex. 
ceſſive rains, coming to his lodging extream 
wet, fell ſick of a violent fever, which he bore 
with much conſtancy and patience, and ex- 
preſſed himſelf, as if he deſired nothing more 
than to be diſſolved, and be with Chriſt, in that 


caſe eſteeming death as gain, and life only a | | 


tedious delaying felicity expected; and finding 
his vital ſtrength decay, having ſettled his mind 
and affairs as well as the ſhortneſs of time, and 
the violence of his diſeaſe, would permit, with 
a conſtant and Chriſtian patience, he reſigned 
his ſoul into the hands of his moſt merciful re- 
deemer, following his pilgrimages from the city 
of deſtruction, to the new Ferujalem, his better 
part having been all along there, in holy con- 
templation, pantings and breathings after the 
hidden manna, and water of life, as by many 
holy and humble conſolations expreſſed in his 
letters to ſeveral perſons in priſon, too many 


to be inſerted at preſent. He died at the houſe * 


of one Mr. $traddoct a Grocer, at the Star on 
Snoro- Hill, in the pariſh of St. Sepulchre's, Lon- 
on the 12th of Augu/t 1688, and in the 
ſixtieth year of his age, after ten days fickneſs ; 
a | and 
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and was buried in the new burying-place near 
the Artillery-ground, where he ſleeps to the 
morning of the reſurrection, in hopes of a glo- 
rious riſing to an incorruptible immortality of 
joy and happineſs, where no more trouble and 
ſorrow ſhall aMi& him, but all tears be wiped 
away, when the juſt ſhall be incorporated as 
members of Chriſt their head, and reign with 
him, as Kings and Prieſts for ever. fo 


0 


A brief Character of Mr. John Bunyan, 


HE appeared in countenance to be of a ſtern 
and rough temper, but in his converſation _ 
mild and affable ; not given to loquacity or 
much diſcourſe in company, unleſs ſome urgent 
co occaſion required it; obſerving never to boaſt 
of himſelf or his parts, but rather ſeem low in 
his own eyes, and ſubmit himſelf to the judg- 
ment of others, abhorring lying and ſwearing, 
being juſt in all that lay in his power to his 
word, not ſeeming to revenge injuries, loving 
to reconcile differences, and make friendſhip 
„with all: He had a ſharp quick eye, accom- 
panied with an excellent diſcerning of perſons, 
being of good judgment and quick wit. As 
tor his perſon, he was tall of ſtature, ſtrong- 
boned, though not corpulent, ſomewhat of a 
«+; gruddy face, with ſparkling eyes, wearing his 
hair on his upper lip, after the old Britsfþ 
' faſhion; his hair reddiſh, but in his latter days 
time had ſprinkled with grey; his noſe well ſec, 
but not d-clining or bending, and his mouth 
ol | moderately 
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> moderately large; his forehead ſomewhat high, 
N and his habit always plain and modeſt; and thus 
have we impartially deſcribed the internal and 
external parts of a perſon, whd6ſe death hath F 
been much regretted ; a perſon who had tried 
the ſmiles and frowps. of time; not puffed up 
in proſperity, nor ſhaken in adverſity, always 
holding the golden mean! f 


In him at once did three great worthies ſpint, 
Hiſtorian, Poet, and a choice Divine: 
Then let him reſt in undiſturbed Duft, 
Until the Reſurrection of the Fut. 
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JN this his pilgrimage, Ged bleſſed him will) 
four children, one of which named Mary was |. 
blind, and died ſome years before; his other chil- 
dren are, Thomas, Joſeph, and Sarah; and his | 
wife Elizabeth having lived to ſee him overcome 
bis labour and ſorrow, and paſs from this life 1% 
receive the reward / his works, long ſurvived 
him not, but in 1692. ſhe died, to follow her faith- 
ful pilgrim from this world to the other, whither | 
ble was gone before her, whilſt his works, which | 
"= conſiſt of 60 books, remain for the edifying of the | 
reader, and praiſe of the author, Farewel. 
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